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Introduction

This manual is intended to provide the soccer commissioner, league coordinators, coaches, players, and parents with information regarding the policies and procedures of the organization in regards to the operation of the soccer program at The Elkridge Youth Organization (EYO).  The information contained in this document does not reflect all organizational policies.  Any external document referred to within this manual may or may not be governed by the soccer committee and may be subject to changes beyond the control of the soccer committee.  Please see the Document Amendment Process and Document Revision History for the processes involved in changing this document.
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Philosophy


Established in 1957, the Elkridge Youth Organization provides the youth in the community with a nurturing environment to enrich their lives by playing organized sports.  

The foundation of the Elkridge Youth Organization has always been good sportsmanship.  Good sportsmanship is viewed by EYO as a commitment to fair play, ethical behavior, and integrity.  In perception and practice sportsmanship is defined as those qualities which are characterized by generosity, responsible behavior, and genuine concern for others. The ideals of sportsmanship apply equally to all sports. Individuals, regardless of their role in activities, are expected to be aware of their influence on the behavior of others and model good sportsmanship. 
EYO soccer is a CO-ED recreational program with an emphasis on skill development, exercise and fun! Our program accommodates children ages 4-18. Our games are typically held at Rockburn Branch Park or Elkridge elementary schools.  Practice days and times are determined by field availability and coach’s preferences.   

Travel Soccer

From time to time EYO will offer the opportunity for more competitive players to participate in a travel league.  The offering of such a league will depend on coach availability and player interest.

The primary goal of travel soccer is to develop the knowledge and abilities of its players within a higher skilled environment that enables them to compete at the highest possible level.  However, while striving for this goal, coaches must never place the desire to win a game above sportsmanship or the development of the individual player. In addition, coaches, players, and parents must understand that travel team participation is a major commitment of time, energy, and personal expense.

There will typically be only one full time travel team per single age and gender.  Additional teams for a given age or gender are at the discretion of the Soccer Commissioner.  Part time travel teams representing EYO can be formed with the approval of the Soccer Commissioner.

Travel teams are the representative of EYO in the leagues and tournaments in which they play.  The travel team head coach should make the Travel Coordinator aware of the leagues and tournaments in which they participate.  The Travel Coordinator will approve involvement in new leagues.

Mission Statement


The Elkridge Youth Organization soccer program is dedicated to providing a safe, positive recreational experience for players of all skill levels.  Coaches are mandated to afford substantial playing time to all players regardless of ability.  Our goal is to offer a sports experience that is safe, fun and instructional.

Code of Conduct

Expected behavior of parents, coaches and spectators includes respecting decisions made by officials, being an exemplary role model by positively supporting teams, respecting fans, coaches, officials and participants. Unacceptable behavior includes, but is not limited to, booing or heckling an official’s decision; criticizing officials in any way; displays of temper with an official’s call; yelling or making statements that antagonize opponents; blaming loss of game on officials, coaches, or participants and the use of profanity or displays of anger that draw attention from the game or practice.

Any discussion between a coach/parent/official/player should be discussed in a non-threatening manner, or the discussion should be immediately terminated and should be continued with the league coordinator.

All conduct issues regarding officials, players or parents, regardless of which team they represent, should be brought to the attention of the coach.
Under no circumstances should a parent or spectator enter the field of play to confront an official, opposing coach or player, or an opposing team’s parent.  All game-related interaction with the opposing team should be conducted by the head coach, or one of the assistant coaches.
If, during the course of a game, a player, coach, or parent is ejected from the game by a league official for unsportsmanlike conduct, that player, coach, or parent will serve a one-game suspension.  The one-game suspension will prohibit that player, coach, or parent from participation in the next regular, post-season, or tournament game for that team.  There are no circumstances under which this policy will be altered or changed.
For the purposes of a suspended player, parent, spectator, or coach, participation is defined as being within 200 yards of the field of play.
Any ejection must be part of an incident report that will be submitted to the League Coordinator and Soccer Commissioner for review.  If the circumstances are deemed to be of a more serious nature, the Soccer Commissioner may refer the matter to the Soccer Committee for further review and disciplinary action.

A second ejection of the same player, coach, or parent (regardless of the season in which it occurs) will result in a two-game suspension and automatic review by the Soccer Committee.  The two-game suspension will be served during the next two games in which that team participates.  There are no circumstances under which this policy will be altered or changed.  If there are no scheduled games to be played, the suspension will be served at the resumption of the following season.  The League Coordinator will assign the suspended games.
A third ejection (regardless of the season in which it occurs) will immediately and permanently remove this player, coach, or parent from participation in EYO Soccer.  If the player, coach or parent disputes this ruling then they may appeal to the EYO Board of Directors.

Any conduct by a parent, player, or coach, that is deemed to be in violation of the EYO Code of Ethics and/or EYO Code of Conduct – regardless of whether the conduct resulted in a game ejection – can be made part of an incident report and presented to the League Coordinator for review.  The League Coordinator will present the information to the Soccer Committee as soon as practicable. 

If a player, parent, or spectator is the focus of an incident, the incident report will be completed by the head coach and submitted to the League Coordinator.  The League Coordinator will present the report to the Soccer Committee for review.

If a coach is the focus of an incident, the Incident Report will be completed by both the coach and the League Coordinator.  The League Coordinator’s report should include information gathered from third party sources (if available).  The League Coordinator will present both reports to the Soccer Committee for review.

Any person who is the focus of an incident report, shall have the right to speak in front of the Soccer Committee prior to any disciplinary action taken.

The penalties for unsportsmanlike conduct and violations of the EYO Code of Ethics – regardless of whether the conduct resulted in a game ejection – shall be at the sole discretion of the Soccer Committee, and will be consistent with the overall mission of EYO Soccer.
Penalties handed down by the Soccer Committee can be appealed to the EYO Board of Directors.  This appeal must be made within seven (7) days of the communication of the penalties.

Soccer Committee

The soccer committee is charged with planning and overseeing the soccer program.  The soccer commissioner serves as chairman of the committee and its members are the league coordinators and other member(s) who serve at the pleasure of the Soccer Commissioner.  The Soccer Commissioner may add up to three (3) members to the Soccer Committee.  The members of the committee are subject to the approval of the EYO Board of Directors.  The committee will determine program policies and procedures, and will periodically review each of the league rules and policies to determine if changes are required.  The committee will decide uniform styles and set uniform standards. The committee will serve the soccer program to help set its direction, clarify and interpret procedure, and provide feedback on issues that present themselves within the organization.  Its purpose is to provide a broad-based sounding board for critical decisions within the soccer program and to guide and assist the program in the following areas:

Approval of Coaches

Code of Conduct and Incident Reports

Disciplinary Action

On-field Incidents

General Soccer Operations

Registration

Registration will be open to the public at least 2 to 4 months prior to the start of the season.  Registrations will be accepted for each league until that league is determined to be closed by the Commissioner and League Coordinator.  Registration may be closed at any time by the League Coordinator or Soccer Commissioner if the league is full or regular registration has ended. In the event that registration is closed additional players may be added to the waiting list by emailing the League Coordinator at the email address on the appropriate league page on the EYO website. Players on the waitlist are NOT considered registered and are not guaranteed to play. In the event that there is a cancellation or a registered player fails to show up, a player on the waitlist will be contacted and offered the open spot. If sufficient players are added to the waitlist AND additional coaches can be recruited, there is a POSSIBILITY that additional teams may be added. As EYO is an all-volunteer organization we cannot offer additional teams unless we have volunteers to coach those teams.  Any payments received for players on the waiting list who were not placed on a team will be refunded.  

No player is considered to be registered in an EYO program until all fees for that player in the specific program are paid in full.  No child will be permitted to practice or play until all registration fees have been paid in full.  This includes both travel and in house teams.  The fall and spring seasons are considered separate seasons for recreational players but are a combined commitment for most travel teams.  If a team fails to register all its players, that team will not be allocated fields until such time as the League Coordinator verifies that the team is fully registered.
Registration will be made available through our website.  Age determination for all Soccer leagues is based on the player’s age as of August 1st prior to the start of the season.  
Falsifying a birthdate when registering a child to participate in a soccer league may be grounds for immediate removal of that child from the soccer program for that season.  No refunds will be given for any such removals.  Any other person making improper changes to birth dates within EYO’s software will result in an incident report being filed by the Baseball Commissioner and presented to the Soccer Committee.
From time to time EYO may offer early registration discounts or may assess additional fees for late registrations.  EYO, solely at its discretion, may choose to offer or discontinue these practices for each season independent of any prior or future season.  These discounts and fees are not negotiable and are strictly based on date of registration.  
Refunds and Credits

Registration fees are strictly non-refundable, except in the cases where: (1) a player moves out of the area prior to the first game of the season, (2) a player is not able to be placed on a team by EYO because all of the teams in their league are full, or (3) an injury or medical condition prevents a player from beginning the season.

EYO may offer a partial refund to a player who has been injured during the first half of the season.  This refund will be handled on a prorated basis AFTER the cost of uniforms, insurance, and other upfront costs have been subtracted from the registration fee.

NOTE: EYO will not refund registration fees of children who have been successfully placed on a team but no parent will volunteer to coach. The success of EYO, as well as other youth sports organizations, depends on an adequate level of parent participation.  

All refunds will be assessed a $30 administrative fee to offset registration costs.  If a uniform has been distributed to the player then an additional fee will be assessed to cover the cost of the uniform.
Scholarships

Eligibility

The criteria needed to qualify for a full or partial soccer scholarship is a free or reduced school lunch, referral from a social worker, or recommendation by a school administrator.  The applicant must also be a resident of Howard County, Maryland.

Application

To apply for a scholarship the interested party must contact the Soccer Commissioner and meet one of the above requirements.  Qualified applicants are referred to Treasurer for approval.  Applicants who do not fully meet the above requirements may be referred to the EYO Board of Directors for review on a case-by-case basis.  A new application must be submitted for approval for each year that the family wishes to receive the scholarship.  
Limitations

EYO reserves the right to limit the number of scholarships available to each sport for each season.  EYO is not required to offer the same number of scholarships for each sport or to offer the same number of scholarships for a given sport in subsequent seasons.  There is no guarantee that EYO will offer scholarships to all applicants from a given family even if one or more family members are awarded scholarships.  EYO also reserves the right to award scholarships based on additional criteria determined by the EYO Board of Directors.  These criteria may include financial need, athletic ability, or selection by age or gender based on available spots in particular leagues within each sport.  EYO will make every effort to award scholarships without regard to race, religion, creed, or color.  EYO reserves the right to deny a scholarship if an alternate scholarship or grant is available from another source or agency. 

Large Families
EYO will allow the youngest one child in a family to play for free when there are four or more children registered for a season.  If three of more children are registered for a season then one child is eligible for a 50% registration discount. The seasons are Spring (baseball/softball/soccer), Summer (tennis), Fall (soccer/baseball/softball), and Winter (basketball).  This discount is not automatically granted, and must be applied for by the family.  A new application must be submitted for approval for each season that the family wishes to receive the discount.  If any children are registered for more than one sport, the discount for the second registration for the youngest family member will only be given if all other children are registered for a second sport in a given season.

Selecting Coaches

(See below for Coach’s Requirements.) 

The League Coordinator is responsible for confirming the returning head coaches and assistant coaches, and for recruiting new coaches necessary to run the league.  The League Coordinator will submit a list of the names for approval by the Soccer Committee prior to notifying coaches of their positions and before the start of any activity relative to the soccer season.  In order for a coach to be approved, he/she must obtain 50% or better approval from the Baseball Committee members who participated in the approval vote.  Anyone interested in serving as a coach should contact the appropriate League Coordinator.

Team Formation

All EYO Soccer teams are formed with the goal of having evenly matched teams in each league.  Every effort is made to assign a relatively equal number of players to each team from both genders and the various age groups and skill levels.  The recreational nature of the program allows the coordinator to honor almost all request for a given coach and desired teammates.  It is the objective of these leagues to accommodate as many parental requests as possible, while still maintaining fairly matched teams within each league.  In the event that one or more parental requests will cause issues with competitiveness or team composition (ie too many children on one team), these requests may cause a group to be split, and the children placed on other teams.  No refunds will be issued for players that withdrawal because one or more of their requests are not honored.  Due to the disruption caused by the withdrawal of a player after teams have been formed, players who withdrawal for this reason may also be barred from participating in the next soccer season.

Players are urged to play in the league that corresponds to their date of birth.  No player may play in a younger league without the prior approval of the League Coordinator or Soccer Commissioner.  Younger players may move up to the next older league, if their date of birth is within one year of the cutoff, at the discretion of their parents.  This is recommended only if the player exhibits abilities that would fit that league and the players physical size will allow them to play safely in that league.  The parent, at their discretion, may move a younger child up to the next league so that they may play with a sibling to afford the family an easier schedule.  Playing up in the U18 league is strongly discouraged due to the four-year age range in that league.   Parents are urged to take this age span, and the safety issues that it presents for younger players, into consideration when making this decision.

Field Usage

Field usage for both practices and games will be determined by the Soccer Commissioner.  Game schedules, with field designations, will be posted under the schedules tab on the EYO website.  Field changes may only be made with the approval of the Soccer Commissioner.

Any makeup games should be scheduled in conjunction with the League Coordinator and Referee Coordinator, if applicable, to ensure field and official availability.

Fields will be open or closed as designated by the Howard County Board of Education and the Recreation and Parks Inclement Weather Hot Lines.  No exceptions to these designations are to occur.  It is the official’s discretion which will determine suspension or cancellation of a game in progress due to inclement weather or lightning as prescribed in the Lightning / Inclement Weather Guidelines (see Appendix).

Under no circumstances shall the use of alcoholic beverages be permitted on the playing field, benches, or bleachers during playing of any game by anyone including spectators.  The use of tobacco in any form is also prohibited on the playing field, benches, or bleachers.

Pets are not allowed on the fields.
No vehicles shall be driven on fields or off of the roads or parking lots. Parking by coaches, players and parents must be in designated parking areas.

The inclement weather number for Rockburn Branch Park and Waterloo is 410-313-4455.  The number for the public school fields is 410-313-6827.  A message regarding field closure may also be posted on the EYO website at www.eyosports.org.

Insurance Policy

The insurance policy for The Elkridge Youth Organization, Inc. only covers players who are officially registered to play for the current season with EYO.  Any player who is not registered is not covered by the insurance policy and is not the responsibility of EYO.  Let it be stated clearly that any player who is not registered should not be invited to participate in any official EYO events including, but not limited to, practices and games.  Any unregistered child who is injured in violation of this policy will be the sole responsibility of the parent or legal guardian of the child.  All liability, whether legal or monetary, for any such injury will be directed solely at the parent or legal guardian of the child.

Commissioner Requirements

The soccer commissioner will be responsible for all aspects of the soccer program.  The commissioner will work with the soccer committee in planning and managing the program.

Eligibility


Anyone 18 years of age or older may be appointed as Soccer Commissioner.

Field Permits

The commissioner will submit requests for field permits to the Vice President.

Equipment

The commissioner will inventory equipment at the end of each season or prior to the start of the upcoming season and will order replacements for any worn out or damaged equipment.  All equipment must be inspected for safety and usability.  The commissioner will also order the game balls for each team in all of the leagues prior to the start of the season.  Lead time for soccer balls with logos is approximately ten weeks but may vary with each supplier.
Uniforms

The commissioner will inventory unused uniforms at the end of each season or prior to the start of the upcoming season and will order new uniforms for each team in all of the leagues prior to the start of the season.  Lead time for uniforms is approximately three weeks but may vary with each supplier.

Schedules

The commissioner will prepare the game schedules for each league.  The commissioner will also assist the League Coordinators, if needed, with the preparation of a schedule that assigns goal set up and tear down duties to the U8/U9 and U11 coaches and corner flag duties to the U8/U9, U11, U14 and U18 coaches.  The commissioner will prepare a schedule that assigns team picture dates and times to each team in all of the leagues.

Awards

The commissioner will select the style of award to be given to participants at the end of the season.  Typically the program awards medals for the spring season and trophies for the fall season.  Trophies are best ordered locally to avoid damage during shipping and even then an ample supply of extra trophies should be ordered to account for breakage.  Lead time for awards is approximately four weeks but may vary with each supplier.

Other Responsibilities

Chairman of the soccer committee and appoints league coordinators.

Prepares the seasonal budgets and sets registration fees.

Works with the board of directors to select a photographer for team pictures.

Works with the Treasurer in reviewing scholarship requests.

Cultivating and maintaining partnerships with suppliers.

Advertising, publicity, and communications for the program including the maintenance of the soccer section of the EYO website.

Verifying that all registered players have paid prior to the first game of the season.

Mediating disputes.

Travel Coordinator Requirements

The Travel Coordinator will be responsible for all aspects of the Travel soccer program.  The Travel Coordinator will work with the Soccer Committee in planning and managing the Travel soccer program.  During the season the Travel Coordinator acts as the liaison between the coaches and the commissioner.

Eligibility


Anyone 18 years of age or older may serve as a Travel Coordinator.

Coaches

The Travel Coordinator will oversee the coaches in charge of each of the travel teams.  During the season the Travel Coordinator will communicate with the coaches and handle any disputes before they get to the commissioner.  The Travel Coordinator may also choose to have a coaches meeting prior to the start of the season for the purpose of reviewing rules, policies, and procedures.

Registering Teams


The Travel Coordinator will ensure that all travel teams are properly registered.
Team Budgets
The Travel Coordinator will work with individual to ensure they have a proper budget prior to starting the season.  The Travel Coordinator will submit each teams budget to either the soccer commissioner or the finance committee.
Team Schedules
The Travel Coordinator will be responsible for confirming the schedule of each travel team.  The Travel Coordinator will submit to the soccer commissioner a field usage schedule and request.  All travel teams will be responsible for payment of field usage fees prior to the start of the season.
Equipment

The Travel Coordinator will assist travel soccer coaches with the selection and purchase of soccer equipment.  Each individual team is responsible for their own equipment.  

Uniforms

The Travel Coordinator will work travel soccer coaches to assist in uniform selection and purchase for the season.  Each individual team is responsible for the purchase of their own uniforms.  
League Coordinator Requirements
The league coordinator duties consist of forming teams and distributing uniforms and equipment at the start of the season and collecting equipment and handing out awards at the end of the season.  During the season the league coordinator acts as the liaison between the coaches and the commissioner.

Eligibility


Anyone 18 years of age or older may serve as a League Coordinator.

Coaches

The League Coordinators will recruit the coaches required for their league.  During the season the League Coordinators will communicate with the coaches and handle any disputes before they get to the commissioner.  The League Coordinator may also choose to have a coaches meeting prior to the start of the season for the purpose of reviewing rules, policies, and procedures.

Forming Teams


The League Coordinators will form the teams within their league.

Team Pictures

The League Coordinators will be responsible for distributing the picture order forms to each of the coaches in their league prior to the scheduled team picture day.  On the day when team pictures are taken the League Coordinator should be present to help organize the teams and to keep the process efficient and on schedule.  When pictures are received from the photographer the League Coordinators will sort them into teams and distributing them to the team coaches.  The soccer commissioner will prepare the picture schedule.

Equipment, Uniforms & Awards

The League Coordinators will be responsible for distributing the equipment and uniforms to each of the coaches in their league prior to the first games of the season and for distributing the awards to each of the coaches in their league at the end of the season.  The soccer commissioner will order the uniforms and the awards.

Goal/Flag Duties
Prior to the start of the season the League Coordinators for the U8, U9 and U11 leagues will prepare a schedule that assigns goal set up and tear down duties to the U8, U9 and U11 coaches if needed.  During the season these League Coordinators are responsible for removing the goals/flags from the storage trailer near Rockburn Fields 7 & 8 and placing them on the grassy area in front of the trailer to be picked up by the U8/U9 and U11 coaches.  Goals/flags should be available for pickup by the coaches at least ½ hour before the scheduled game time.  After the games are over and the coaches return the goals/flags it is the responsibility of those coordinators to place the goals back on the designated shelves and the flags in the corner inside the container. It is highly recommended that the U8, U9 and U11 coordinators split this duty with one coordinator removing the goals/flags and the other putting them away. The U8, U9, U11, U13, U16 and U19 League Coordinators are responsible for a corner flag schedule and securing the nets at the field.  The Soccer Commissioner will be available to assist with the preparation of these schedules.

Coaching Requirements

Eligibility

All head coaches must be 18 years of age or older.

Background Check

All coaches are required to have an active, approved background check.  If the coach does not have a valid background check they may request one through EYO free of charge.
Certification

It is recommended that all coaches obtain ASEP certification or an equivalent approved by EYO.  If the coach does not have a valid certification they may request one through EYO free of charge.  Other training programs will be reviewed by the EYO Board of Directors to provide coaches with additional skills and techniques.  Coaches of travel teams may be required to obtain additional certification as required by the particular travel association.  

Selection Process

The League Coordinator is responsible for confirming the returning coaches, and for recruiting new coaches necessary to run the league.  The League Coordinator will submit a list of the names for approval by the Soccer Committee prior to notifying coaches of their positions and before the start of any activity relative to the soccer season.  Anyone interested in serving as a coach should contact the appropriate League Coordinator.

Reporting Injuries & Incidents

Each team’s head coach shall report to the League Coordinator within forty-eight hours all serious injuries, incidents, violations of EYO Code of Conduct (by parents, players, spectators, or coaches), or actions that are inconsistent with the philosophy of the EYO Program.  Coaches will have to exercise their judgment to decide whether an incident rises to a level that must be reported.  If so, the incident must be reported in writing and delivered to the League Coordinator as soon as practicable.  The League Coordinator will be responsible to forward the information to the Soccer Commissioner and Soccer Committee for filing. (see “Code of Conduct” section for more details) 

Examples of incidents are:

· Any ejection of any player, coach, or spectator from any game.

· Any incident of fighting regardless of the perpetrator of the fight.

· Any incident of foul language and unsportsmanlike conduct that results in a warning from an official.

Examples of consequences for violations of the EYO Code of Conduct include:

· Field Ejection – A player, coach, or spectator is required to leave the playing area and prevented to further communicate with the team while the game is in play.

· Field Suspension – A player, coach, or spectator is required to refrain from attending EYO-sponsored activities for a specified period of time.

· Program Ban – A player, coach, or spectator is required to refrain from attending EYO-sponsored activities indefinitely.  This consequence may be applied on a sport-by-sport basis.

If property is damaged or destroyed, disciplinary action may include restitution to all party(ies) harmed.  In all cases, a written apology may be required by EYO as a condition for reinstatement.

Any injury should be documented on the EYO Injury Report found at the end of the Policies & Procedures.  Any incident should be reported on the EYO Field Incident Report also found at the end of the Policies & Procedures.  Copies of these reports must be sent to the Soccer Commissioner.

Coaching Commitment

All coaches must make a commitment to attend most games and practices.  The coach should miss very few practices.  The coach should plan to attend all games.  In the event that a coach cannot make it to a game or practice they must arrange with an assistant coach to manage the team during that time.  If a coach frequently misses practices and games they may be subject to removal by the coordinator solely at the discretion of the coordinator. 

Disciplining Coaches

If a coach is part of an incident report that requires the involvement of the Soccer Committee as outlined in the Code of Conduct section of this policy guide, and is found to have violated the EYO Code of Conduct or has acted in such a way as to contradict the EYO Mission Statement, the coach is subject to the disciplinary action recommended by the Soccer Committee.  The coach may accept the disciplinary action, or request – in writing – an appeal to the EYO Board of Directors.  The EYO Board of Directors will review appeals at its next scheduled meeting and determine final course of action for the affected coach.  Coaches with a history of disciplinary actions will not be allowed to coach.

Replacing Coaches

In the event that a coach resigns their position or they are removed from their position the coordinator may appoint another qualified coach to manage the team.

Referee Coordinator Requirements 

The referee coordinator duties consist of developing a referee assignment schedule at the start of the season.  During the season the coordinator acts as the liaison between the referees and the commissioner.

Eligibility

Anyone 18 years of age or older may serve as the Referee Coordinator.

Referee Schedules

The referee coordinator will assign the referee schedules for each league.

Payroll

The referee coordinator will record payroll hours for each referee and submit it to the treasurer after every two weeks of play.

Misconduct Reports

The referee coordinator will view misconduct reports submitted by the referees after every day of play and take appropriate action.

Meeting

The referee coordinator will hold meetings and in-service clinics with the referees to go over changes in policy and discuss issues.

Referee requirements

EYO is proud of our tradition of retaining more referees from season to season than almost all other organizations in the area.  We value our referees and in most cases cultivate them from our existing players.

Eligibility

All referees must be 13 years of age or older.  Younger applicants may contact the referee coordinator for a waiver.  There is no set age requirement for any given league but it is recommended that referees be at least two years older than the league’s players.  assignment is made primarily by ability.  Typically, Center Referees for the U13/U14, U16 and U18/U19 leagues are over 16 but this is a judgment of their ability rather than solely being based on their age.

Certification

All referees must be USSF Certified Grade 8 or better. 

League Format

The U6 and U7 leagues do not pull from the referee pool but rather rely on the coaches and parents to officiate the scrimmage.  The U8 and U9 leagues utilize a one–man system for all games.  Typically younger, less experienced, referees are assigned these games.  The U11 league uses a two-man, lead-trail system with two Center Referees.  The U13/U14, U16 and U18/U19 leagues use a three–man system, employing a Center Referee (CR) and two Assistant Referees (AR).

Referee Assignment

Referees are assigned to games by the referee coordinator who takes into account availability, seniority, and skill level among other factors.  If a referee is needed for a makeup game or other non-scheduled game then the parties involved will contact the referee coordinator who will then assign a referee if any are available.  It is recommended that as much notice as possible be given to the referee coordinator so that a referee can be assigned.  In the event that a referee does not show up for a U8 or U9 game then a coach or other volunteer may fill in.  If a referee does not show up for a U11 game then the referee in attendance will switch to a single man format with offside infractions only being called if blatant. If a referee does not show up for a U11, U13/U14 or U18/U19 game then the referees in attendance will switch to a lead-trail format whereupon each referee will cover one half of the field and the lead referee will be the one closest to the ball.  In any event the referee coordinator should be contacted and be made aware of the absence.
Referee Responsibilities

The referee will:

· Ensure that the field of play is safe at all times and will stop the game if it is not.

· Verify that all players are wearing shinguards.

· Check to make sure that any cleats in use have rubber spikes and do not have a toe cleat.

· Toss a coin at the beginning of the game to determine who will kick off.

· Put the safety of all players above all other considerations.

· Officiate in a fair and professional manner.

· Explain rule violations, where appropriate, in a manner that is understandable to the player or the coach.

· Hold the players, coaches, and spectators to the EYO Code of Conduct.  The referee should explain the violation and then, if there is a continued lack of compliance, warn the violator again.  If the violator, whether a player, coach, parent, or other spectator, continues to ignore the Code of Conduct and is disruptive to the game the referee may ask the violator to leave.  The referee will also file a Field Incident Report with the referee coordinator.

· In the event of a moderate to serious injury, stop play immediately, and assist the player or allow the coach to come onto the field and assist the player.  Serious injuries will require that the referee file an Injury Report with the referee coordinator. If a minor injury occurs the referee may let play continue until a normal stoppage occurs while keeping an eye on the injured player.
Referee Commitment

All referees must make a commitment to attend all assigned games.  In the event that a referee cannot make it to an assigned game they must arrange with the referee coordinator to find a replacement for that game.  If a referee frequently misses assigned games they may be subject to removal by the referee coordinator solely at the discretion of the referee coordinator.
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Players Code of Ethics

I hereby pledge to provide a positive attitude and be responsible for my participation in youth sports by following this code of ethics.

· I will act in a manner that displays good sportsmanship toward fellow players, coaches, officials, and parents at every game and practice.

· I will not use foul language while in attendance at a youth sports event.
· I will attend every practice and game that is reasonably possible and will notify my coach if I cannot.

· I will do my best to listen and learn from my coaches.

· I will treat all coaches, teammates, opposing players, and officials with respect regardless of race, sex, creed, or abilities and I will expect to be treated accordingly.

· I will help my coach in setting up the field and gathering equipment.

· I will take care of our equipment so that others might enjoy it.

· I will help in cleaning up the bench area after a game or practice.

· I will make sure no trash is left behind.

· I will always try to do my best.

· I strive to have fun during my sports experience and will alert my parents or coaches if it stops being FUN!

· I deserve to play in an alcohol, tobacco, and drug free environment and expect adults to respect that wish.

· I will encourage my parents to be involved with my team in some capacity because it’s important to me.

· I will do my very best in school.

· I will remember that sports are an opportunity to learn and have fun.

Tear or cut along above line and turn signed copy in to coach

I have read, and agree to follow, the Players Code of Ethics for the Elkridge Youth Organization, Inc.

_________________________________________





____________

Player’s Signature









Date
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Coaches Code of Ethics

I hereby pledge to provide positive support, care and encouragement for the children I am coaching in youth sports by following this code of ethics.

· I will encourage good sportsmanship by demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches, and officials at every game, practice, or other youth sports event.

· I will act in a manner that displays good sportsmanship and I am responsible to ensure that my players, coaches, parents and spectators do the same.

· I will place the emotional and physical well-being of a child ahead of any personal desire to win.

· I will insist that we play in a safe and healthy environment.

· I will demand a drug, alcohol, and tobacco-free sports environment for the children, and agree to assist by refraining from their use at all youth sports events.

· I will not use foul language while in attendance at a youth sports event.

· I will remember that the game is for children and not adults.

· I will do my very best to make youth sports fun for the children.

· I will expect the children to treat other players, coaches, fans and officials with respect regardless of race, sex, creed or ability.

· I will always be available to discuss any issues with parents concerning their child in a private environment.

· I will encourage teamwork and camaraderie.

· I will continue to be a student of the game.

· I will always be fair and treat everyone equally when discipline is required.

· I will have organized and structured practices.

Tear or cut along above line and turn signed copy in to league coordinator

I have read, and agree to follow, the Coaches Code of Ethics for the Elkridge Youth Organization, Inc.

_________________________________________





____________

Coach’s Signature









Date
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Parents Code of Ethics

I hereby pledge to provide positive support, care, and encouragement for my child participating in youth sports by following this code of ethics.

· I will encourage good sportsmanship by demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches, and officials at every game, practice, or other youth sports events.

· I will act in a manner that displays good sportsmanship.

· I will place the emotional and physical well-being of my child ahead of any personal desire to win.

· I will insist that my child play in a safe and healthy environment.

· I will provide support for coaches and officials working with my child to provide a positive, enjoyable experience for all.

· I will ensure that my child attends every practice and game that is reasonably possible and will notify the coach if my child cannot attend.

· I will demand a drug, alcohol, and tobacco-free sports environment for my child and agree to assist by refraining from their use at all youth sports events.

· I will not use foul language while in attendance at a youth sports event.
· I will remember that the game is for children and not for adults.

· I will do my very best to make youth sports fun for my child.

· I will ask my child to treat other players, coaches, fans, and officials with respect regardless of race, sex, creed, or ability.

· I will always address any issues with my child’s coach in private.

· I will promise to help my child enjoy the youth sports experience within my personal constraints by assisting with coaching, being a respectful fan, providing transportation or whatever I am capable of doing.


















Tear or cut along above line and turn signed copy in to coach

I have read, and agree to follow, the Parents Code of Ethics for the Elkridge Youth Organization, Inc.

_________________________________________





____________

Parent’s Signature









Date

Thunder and Lightning

Position Statement
Lightning / Inclement Weather Guidelines

** If thunder and/or lightning can be heard and/or seen, stop activity and seek protective shelter immediately. **

** In situations where thunder and /or lighting may or may not be present yet you feel your hair stand on end and skin tingle, immediately assume the following crouched position: Drop to your knees, place your hands/arms on your legs and lower your head. Do not lie flat. **

** In the event that either situation should occur, allow 30 minutes to pass after the last sound of thunder and/or lightning strike prior to resuming play. **

The National Weather Service has stated that lightning can strike up to a distance of 10 miles, with storms traveling at a speed exceeding 50 miles per hour. However, thunder can be heard only within a distance of 8 miles. Therefore, if you hear thunder and/or see lightning, you are in immediate danger and should seek protective shelter in an indoor facility at once! An indoor facility is recommended as the safest protective shelter. However, if an indoor facility is not available, an automobile or school bus is a relatively safe alternative. If neither of these is available, the following guidelines are recommended. Avoid standing under large trees and telephone poles. If the only alternative is a tree, choose a small tree in a wooded area that is not on a hill. As a last alternative, find a ravine or valley. In all instances outdoors, assume the aforementioned crouched position.  Avoid standing water and metal objects at all times (i.e., steering wheel, metal bleachers, metal cleats, umbrellas, etc.)  The most dangerous storms give little or no warning: thunder and lightning are not heard or seen.  Up to 40% of all lightning is not accompanied by thunder and 20-40% of thunder cannot be heard because of atmospheric disturbances, thus the term "silent killer." At times, the only natural forewarning that might precede a strike is feeling you hair standing on end and skin tingle. At this point, you are in imminent danger of being struck by lightning and should drop to the ground and assume the aforementioned crouched position immediately. Do not lie flat. Should a ground strike occur near you, lying flat increases the body's surface area that is exposed to the current traveling through the ground.

The National Weather Service recommends that 30 minutes should pass after the last sound of thunder is heard and/or lightning strike is seen before resuming play. This is sufficient time to allow the storm to pass and move out of lightning strike range.

A perilous misconception that it is possible to see lightning coming and have time to act before it strikes could prove to be fatal. In reality, the lightning that we see flashing is actually the return stroke flashing upward from the ground to the cloud, not downward. When you see the lightning strike, it already has hit. It is a fact that you will never see the bolt that hits you. If used immediately, the information provided can be used to minimize the risk of injury or death from lightning.

Incident Report
Program/League __________________
Incident Date/Time ___________
Site ____________________________

Reported by _______________________
Signature _______________________________
Date  ____________
Date Report Received by EYO Coordinator _______________
Referee _______________________________
Names and Positions of Parties Involved

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Description of Incident (in detail; facts only. Include who/what/where/how, etc):

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Please indicate if any medical attention was required:

Injury Report Filed       Yes         No  
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Witness 1 Name ___________________________
Signature ________________________
Date  ____________

Witness 1 Address ____________________________________________________________ 
Phone ___________

Witness 2 Name ___________________________
Signature ________________________
Date  ____________

Witness 2 Address ____________________________________________________________ 
Phone ___________

Date Report given to Umpire/Referee/Sports Commissioner: _______________

Board Action Taken
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________


Injury Report
Program/League __________________
Injury Date/Time ____________
Site ____________________________

Reported by _______________________
Signature _______________________________
Date  ____________
Name of Injured Person _______________________________________________________
Approx. Age______

Name of Parent / Legal Guardian (If Applicable) ______________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________ City ____________________  State ____  Zip ______

Home Phone ____________________
Parent/Guardian Notified Date  _____________
Time ___________
Nature of accident / injury (in detail; facts only) ______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Injured area - circle all that apply:

Head
Scalp
Face
Ear
Nose
Eyes
Mouth
Teeth

Abdomen
Stomach
Chest
Ribs
Back
Neck
Throat 
Collar Bone

Shoulder 
Arm 
Elbow
Wrist 
Hand 
Fingers


Hip
Leg 
Knee 
Ankle 
Foot
Toes

Other __________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Person Taking Action _____________________________   Action Taken __________________________

Ambulance Called      Yes        No      Dr. Care       Yes        No        EMT Response       Yes         No                        

Other Information  _______________________________________________________________________________

Hospital / Medical Contact ________________________________________________________________________

Injured Person Signature ______________________________________________________
Date ____________

Witness 1 Name ___________________________
Signature ________________________
Date  ____________

Witness 1 Address ____________________________________________________________ 
Phone ___________

Witness 2 Name ___________________________
Signature ________________________
Date  ____________

Witness 2 Address ____________________________________________________________ 
Phone ___________

Witness 3 Name ___________________________
Signature ________________________
Date  ____________

Witness 3 Address ____________________________________________________________ 
Phone ___________


NOTICE, AUTHORIZATION AND RELEASE FOR THE PROCUREMENT

OF AN INVESTIGATIVE CONSUMER REPORT

I, the undersigned consumer, do hereby authorize​​ KROLL BACKGROUND AMERICA, INC. (“KROLL”) to procure an investigative report on me for purposes of my volunteer work with Elkridge Youth Organization.  I understand that this authorization and release shall be valid for subsequent investigative reports during my period of association with Elkridge Youth Organization for the purpose of investigating any incidents of misconduct or criminal activity for which I am alleged to have been involved during my association with Elkridge Youth Organization.

These above-mentioned reports may include, but are not limited to criminal and civil history/records; any other public record. 

I further authorize any person, business entity or governmental agency who may have information relevant to the above to disclose the same to Elkridge Youth Organization, including, but not limited to any and all courts, public agencies, law enforcement agencies, regardless of whether such person, business entity or governmental agency compiled the information itself or received it from other sources.

I understand that I am entitled to a complete and accurate disclosure of the nature and scope of any investigative report prepared by KROLL of which I am the subject upon my written request to KROLL, if such is made within a reasonable time after the date hereof.  I also understand that I may receive a written summary of my rights under 15 U.S.C. § 1681et. seq.

Further, I certify that the information contained on this Authorization/Release form is true and correct and that my association with Elkridge Youth Organization may be terminated based on any false, omitted, altered or fraudulent information. 

Signature:___________________________________________

Date:________________

IDENTIFYING INFORMATION FOR CONSUMER REPORTING AGENCY

Printed Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________





   First

         Middle
                             Last





Other Names Used (alias, maiden, nickname)______________________________________  Years Used______________ 

Current Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 


                      Street /P. O. Box
      City
         State
Zip Code
County
                    Dates
 

Former Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________


                        Street /P. O. Box
      City
        State
 Zip Code
County                        Dates



Daytime Phone Number:  _______________​_ 

*Date of Birth: _________
*Gender_________

Last four digits of Social Security #_____________

Budget Requirements

All budgets must include estimates of expected revenue and projected expenses.  The revenue section should include the number of expected registrants for each season and the income that they would generate less the fees charged for online registration.  Revenue or expenses that pertain to a specific season should be notated as spring or fall.  One time, non-recurring, purchases should be placed in the appropriate section.  Sponsorship revenue projections should be based on prior season actual collections or letters of intent from the donors.  Award expenses are based on the practice of awarding medals in the spring and higher cost trophies in the fall.

Appendix

Budget Template

EYO Soccer Budget 


Projected Spring Registrants
999

Prior Spring Actual Registrants
999



Projected Fall Registrants 
999

Prior Fall Actual Registrants

999


Total Projected Registrants
999

Total Actual Registrants

999

Revenue

Registration

Early Registrants Spring


999



Revenue



55


  999 x 55



Less Fees



3


   -999 x 3 

Regular Registrants Spring


999



Revenue



65


  999 x 65



Less Fees



3


   -999 x 3

Late Registrants Spring


999



Revenue



80


  999 x 80



Less Fees



3


   -999 x 3


Sub Total Spring Revenue



      $9999

Early Registrants Fall



999



Revenue



55


  999 x 55



Less Fees



3


   -999 x 3

Regular Registrants Fall


999



Revenue



65


  999 x 65



Less Fees



3


   -999 x 3

Late Registrants Fall



999



Revenue



80


  999 x 80



Less Fees



3


   -999 x 3   



Sub Total Fall Revenue



      $9999



Total Registration Revenue


      $9999

Sponsors & Donations


Corporate General






       $999


Corporate Team






       $999


Individual General






       $999


Individual Team






       $999


Total Sponsor & Donations




     $9999






Total Program Revenue

     $9999

Expenses

Awards


Spring Regular Medals


2.75


999 x 2.75


Spring EYO Cup Medals


3.25


  90 x 3.25


Shipping Charges






           $99


Fall Regular Trophies



6.25


999 x 6.25


Fall EYO Cup Medals



3.25


  90 x 3.25

Fall K of C Shoot Out Medals

3.25


  12 x 3.25

Shipping Charges






           $99


Total Awards Expense




       $9999

Field Permits


Spring (8 + 1 weeks)






         9999


Fall (8 + 1 weeks)






         9999


Total Field Permits





       $9999

Field Striping & Maintenance


Spring at Elkridge Elementary School



           999


Fall at Rockburn Elementary School





   0


Total Field Striping





         $999

Referee Fees


Spring All Games






         9999


Fall All Games






         9999


Total Referees






       $9999

Equipment


Large Purchase Items (listed individually)



        9999


Spring Soccer Balls U6/U7





          999


Spring Soccer Balls U8/U9 & U11 (incl. EYO Cup)


          999


Spring Soccer Balls U13, U16 & U19 (incl. Mini-Tourn)

          999


Spring Miscellaneous






          999


Spring Shipping Charges






99


Fall Soccer Balls U6/U7





          999


Fall Soccer Balls U8/U9 & U11 (incl. EYO Cup)


          999


Fall Soccer Balls U13, U16 & U19 (incl. Mini-Tourn)

          999


Fall Miscellaneous






          999


PUGG Goals








99

Spring Shipping Charges





            99


Total Equipment





      $9999

Scholarships


Spring Full




9


      9 x 99


Spring Partial




9


      9 x 99


Fall Full




9


      9 x 99

Fall Partial




9


      9 x 99


Total Scholarships





      $9999

Uniforms


Spring Recreational Uniforms

999


  999 x 99


Spring Travel Uniforms


  99


    99 x 99


Spring EYO Cup Uniforms


  90


    90 x 99


Spring Staff Shirts



  99


    99 x 99


Fall Recreational Uniforms


999


  999 x 99


Fall EYO Cup Uniforms


  90


    90 x 99


Fall Travel Uniforms



  99


    99 x 99


Fall Staff Shirts



  99


    99 x 99



Total Uniforms





      $9999

Other Expenses

Advertising (incl Flyers & Print Ads)




          999

Insurance







        9999

Training (incl Incentives for Coaches & Referees)


          999

Publications & Printed Material (incl Copying Charges)

          999


Total Other Expenses





      $9999



Total Program Expenses


      $9999

Soccer Program Summary

Projected Revenue

 $99999

Projected Expenses

 $99999
Surplus/(Deficit) 


 $99999

Soccer Program Hierarchy














* Referee Assignor role may be assumed by Referee Coordinator

Vendors & Contact Information

Awards – Medals & Trophies

Nightmare Graphics

9005 A Red Branch Road

Columbia, MD  21045

410-772-9677

Contact: Sam Andelman

www.nightmaregraphics.com
sandelman@nightmaregraphics.com
Crown Awards

9 Skyline Drive

Hawthorne, NY  10532

Phone: 800-227-1557

800-765-2003

Fax: 914-347-7008

Email: custserv@crownawards.com

Web: www.crownawards.com

Custom Awards & Sportswear, Inc.

7483 B & A Boulevard

Glen Burnie, MD 21061

Phone: 410-761-7925  

Fax: 410-766-2558

Contact: Mike Cromer

Dottie’s Trophies

4 North 2nd Street

Laurel, MD  20707

Phone: 301-953-7053


301-776-7773

Baltimore Blast


1st Mariner Arena

Field Availability


Rockburn Park

Field Permits


Howard County Board of Education


Contact: Chuck Parvis


Howard County Recreation & Parks


Contact: Jean Shea

Email: jshea@howardcountymd.gov
Goals


Kwik Goal


Web: www.kwikgoal.com

Knights of Columbus

St. John Neumann Council

Contact: Jay Schaefer

jay.schaefer@verizon.net

Soccer Balls

American Challenge

60 South 2nd Street, Unit W

Deer Park, NY  11729

Phone: 800-638-9112

Fax: 888-890-7687

Email: Service@Achallenge.com

Web: www.Achallenge.com

Contact: Bruce Laker

Uniforms

Custom Awards & Sportswear, Inc.  

7483 B & A Boulevard

Glen Burnie, MD 21061

Phone: 410-761-7925  

Fax: 410-766-2558

Contact: Mike Cromer


Nightmare Graphics


9005A Red Branch Road


Columbia, MD  21045


Phone: 410-772-9677


Fax: 410-772-9681


Email: sandelman@nightmaregraphics.com

Web: www.nightmaregraphics.com

Contact: Sam Andelman

BASES
713 E. Ordnance Road, #319

Baltimore, MD 21226

Phone: 410-590-3224

Email: thesandlot@verizon.net
Web: www.sandlotbwi.com

Contact: Bob Lubaszewski

Spring Season Timeline

November 15

Setup Soccer Program and Leagues in SportsPilot

Prepare Flyers and Advertising

December 1

Open Registration in SportsPilot

Distribute Flyers in Schools

January 1

Submit Field Permit Requests

Howard County Recreation & Parks and Howard County Board of Education

Solicit Sponsors

Select Photographer

Plan Coaches Clinic

Plan Players Clinic

January 1-15

Order Soccer Balls

February

Order Uniforms

Recruit Coaches - See prior fall and spring seasons for candidates

Ensure backgrounds on file for all coaches and assistant coaches


Build Teams using SportsPilot


Travel Teams Initial Tryouts
March


Travel Teams Additional Tryouts

Finalize Teams

Collect Outstanding Fees


Schedule Practices


Schedule Games


Schedule Referees


Schedule Flag duty for U8, U9 & U11

Schedule Flag duty for U13/U14, U16 & U18/U19

Coaches Clinic


Distribute uniforms


Distribute equipment


Line U6/U7 Fields if Needed
April


Season Opens


Maintain U6/U7 Fields if Needed

Players Clinic

May


Selection of EYO Cup teams


Maintain U6/U7 Fields if Needed

Picture Day

June

End of regular season

Distribute awards

Make up games – if any

EYO Cup games & Mini-tournaments
Collect equipment
Fall Season Timeline

April 15

Setup Soccer Program and Leagues in SportsPilot

Prepare Flyers and Advertising
May

Submit Field Permit Requests

Howard County Recreation & Parks and Howard County Board of Education

Open Registration in SportsPilot

Travel Teams Initial Tryouts
Solicit Sponsors

Select Photographer

Plan Summer Clinic

June 1-10


Order Soccer Balls

June

Distribute Flyers in Schools

Plan Coaches Clinic & Players Clinic

July


Order Uniforms 

Summer Soccer Clinic

Recruit Coaches - See prior spring and fall seasons for candidates.

Ensure backgrounds on file for all coaches and assistant coaches

Build Teams using SportsPilot

August


Travel Teams Additional Tryouts

Finalize Teams

Collect Outstanding Fees


Schedule Practices


Schedule Games


Schedule Referees


Schedule Flag duty for U8, U9 & U11

Schedule Flag duty for U13/U14, U16 & U18/U19

Coaches Clinic


Distribute uniforms


Distribute equipment

September


Season Opens


Selection of EYO Cup teams


Players Clinic

October

Picture Day

K of C Soccer Shoot Out

End of regular season

Distribute awards

Make up games – if any

EYO Cup games & Mini-tournaments
Collect equipment

November

Prepare Budget for next year
EYO Soccer

Season Check List
___ Setup Soccer in SportsPilot (Nov/April) 
Date: ________ 

___ Email Opening (Jan/May)

Date: ________ 

___ Order Soccer Balls (Jan/Jun)

Date: ________
Supplier: __________________

___ Order Uniforms (Feb/Jul)

Date: ________ 
Supplier: __________________

___ Solicit Coaches (Mar/Aug) 

Date: ________

___ Form Teams (Mar/Aug)
 

Date: ________ 

___ Finalize Teams (Mar/Aug)

Date: ________ 

___ Email Rosters to Coaches (Mar/Sep) 
Date: ________ 

___ Create Game Schedule (Mar/Aug) 
Date: ________ 

___ Create Ref Schedule (Mar/Aug)
 
Date: ________ 

___ Create Goal/Flag Schedule (Mar/Aug) 
Date: ________ 

___ Coaches Meeting (Mar/Aug)
 
Date: ________ 

___ Distribute Equipment (Mar/Aug) 
Date: ________ 

___ Pickup Uniforms (Mar/Aug)
 
Date: ________ 

___ Email Families (Mar/Sep) 

Date: ________ 

___ Distribute Uniforms (Apr/Sep)
 
Date: ________ 

___ Order Awards (Apr/Sep)

 
Date: ________ 
Supplier: __________________

___ Distribute EYO Cup Ballots (May/Oct) 
Date: ________ 

___ Collect EYO Cup Ballots (May/Oct) 
Date: ________ 

___ Form EYO Cup Teams (May/Oct) 
Date: ________ 

___ Notify EYO Cup Coaches (May/Oct) 
Date: ________ 

___ Email Rosters to Coaches (May/Oct) 
Date: ________ 

___ Email Cup Players (May/Oct) 

Date: ________ 

___ K of C Soccer Shoot Out (Oct) 

Date: ________ 

___ Distribute Feedback Forms (Jun/Oct) 
Date: ________ 

___ Distribute Awards (Jun/Oct)

Date: ________ 

___ Collect Feedback Form (Jun/Oct)
Date: ________ 

___ Collect Equipment (Jun/Oct)

Date: ________ 

___ EYO Cup Game (June/Oct)

Date: ________ 

___ Collect EYO Cup Equipment (Jun/Oct)
Date: ________ 

Recreational League Information

The EYO recreational soccer program offers Co-Ed leagues for players from 5 through 17 years of age.  The emphasis of the leagues is skill development, exercise and fun.  The rules for the individual leagues can be found in the appendix.

League Descriptions

U6 – boys and girls, ages 4 or 5 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season.  

U7 – boys and girls, ages 5 or 6 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season.  

U8 – boys and girls, ages 6 or 7 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season.

U9 – boys and girls, ages 7 or 8 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season.

U11 – boys and girls, ages 9 or 10 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season.

U13 – boys and girls, ages 11 or 12 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season.*
U14 – boys and girls, ages 11 through 13 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season.*
U16 – boys and girls, ages 13 through 15 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season.*
U18 – boys and girls, ages 14 through 18 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season.*
U19 – boys and girls, ages 16 through 18 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season.*
* Season will only include U14 & U18 or U13, U16, U19 depending on registration numbers.
Rules

All soccer leagues will adhere to the FIFA rules, except as amended by the EYO Soccer Coordinators and approved by the Soccer Committee in the Team Coach’s Handbook.  

Other rules applicable to each league may be found in the league description.
Player Eligibility & Requirements

Cutoff date for eligibility is August 1 prior to the start of the season.  See individual leagues for eligible ages.

No player is considered to be registered to play soccer until all fees are paid in full.  No child will be permitted to practice or play until all registration fees have been paid in full.

Any unregistered child who is injured will be the sole responsibility of the child’s parent or guardian.  All liability, whether legal or monetary, for any such injury will be directed solely at the child’s parent or guardian.

Playing Time


It is the general philosophy of EYO that each player placed onto a team will participate in all games in which that player is in uniform, unless that player is being disciplined by the coach for a specific team infraction.  In all leagues every player is expected to play at least part of each half of the game.  The field positions assigned to the player are at the discretion of the coach.

Player Equipment

Shin guards are required for games and practices and must be provided by the player.  Soccer cleats with rubber spikes are recommended but not required. Baseball and Football shoes have a front cleat, which is dangerous, and are not acceptable unless this cleat is cut off.  Parents should have all jewelry removed prior to the player arriving at the field.  No jewelry of any type is allowed during practices or games.  Any jewelry worn by the player must be removed prior to the player being allowed to enter the field.  Jewelry and other personal items may not be left in the care of any coach or other EYO staff member.  EYO and its coaches, officials, and other volunteers will not be responsible for misplaced, lost or stolen items. Pierced earrings will not be permitted even if they are taped over.  This includes newly pierced ears – no exceptions will be made.  Sports goggles or eyeglass straps are highly recommended for safety reasons.  Players should bring a soccer ball (see individual leagues for size) and a quart size water bottle to all practices.  Note: no player shall be allowed to practice or play without shin guards.
Uniform

Team jerseys and socks are provided to all players.  Each team in the league must wear an official, approved uniform.  Player's socks shall be pulled up as to cover the shin guards in their entirety.
Coach Duties

The head coach shall responsible for teaching skills, promoting good sportsmanship, and for making the game enjoyable for the players on the team.  The coach will also ensure that all players are familiar with the rules of the league.  The head coach shall see that each player has a schedule of practices and games for the season.  The head coach shall assist in the distribution of uniforms for their team and will handle any team administrative issues as they arise.  The assistant coaches shall assist the head coaches as needed and be willing to step into the head coach role in the absence of the head coach.  
Before the season begins the coach is responsible for reading and understanding the policies and rules that apply to their team and league, for attending any coaches meetings that are scheduled by the League Coordinator or Soccer Commissioner, and for contacting all players on their team’s roster.  
During the season the coach should distribute a copy of the code of conduct to each family at the start of the season.  The coach should also review the equipment requirements at the first meeting to ensure that all players have shin guards – no child may participate in any practice or game without shin guards.  The coach should remind the families that a water bottle should be brought to each session.  The coach should explain to the families that any absence should be communicated to the coach prior to the session so that they may properly plan the session. 

The coach should arrive 10 minutes prior to the start of each session so that they are setup and ready when the players arrive.  During this time the coach should verify that the goals, and any other equipment that will be used, are safe and functioning properly.  The coach will lead the team in warm up exercises or drills while waiting for other team members to arrive.   The coach should then progress to skills training when a majority of the team is present.  

For each game the coach should have prepared a starting roster with at least the initial substitutions planned.  The coach will monitor the players on the field and will substitute out those who appear to be fatigued.  The coach may send a player back onto the field once they feel that that player is rested.  The coach will make every effort to afford all players a substantial amount of game time regardless of ability.

Coaches are responsible for controlling the actions of parents and players on their team.

The coaches will be responsible for distributing the picture order forms to each of the players on their team prior to the scheduled team picture day.  On the day when team pictures are taken the coach should help organize the team and keep the process efficient and on schedule.  When pictures are received from the League Coordinator, or Picture Coordinator, the coach will distribute them to the players.

The coach, or preferably the team parent or other volunteer, may produce a snack schedule prior to the start of the season.  It is recommended that the parents themselves, without involving the coach or team parent, handle any date swapping or any other changes to the snack schedule.  Healthy, peanut free, snacks are highly recommended.

It is the responsibility of one of teams playing the first game of the day to ensure that the field and equipment (ie. goals and flags) are ready prior to the start of the game.  It is the responsibility of one of teams playing the last game of the day to attend to all post-game field and equipment maintenance such as returning any game equipment (ie. goals and flags) to the correct storage facility.

If the coach is not available to set up a field prior to the game, or breakdown a field at the conclusion of a game, it is the coach’s responsibility to see that there is a team representative(s) to handle these responsibilities.

It is the responsibility of both Coaches to ensure that all snacks and other garbage is removed from the dugout, sidelines, and field of play (regardless of who is responsible for creating the garbage) prior to leaving the field.

The coach may not place in their care personal items belonging to any player.  The coach is to instruct the player to leave such items in the care of a parent or guardian.
At the end of the season, the head coach will be required to fill out a brief evaluation of each player.  This evaluation will be returned to the League Coordinator and made available to the following season’s League Coordinator and coaches in order to assess each player when selecting teams.
Team Equipment

EYO will provide to the head coach a numbered equipment bag that contains the equipment appropriate for the league.  The bag may or may not also contain a Clip Board or other equipment.  EYO will also provide to each coach 1 Coaches shirt.  A maximum of two coaches’ shirts will be provided to each team.  Additional coaches shirts may be purchased prior to the start of the season.  It is recommended that the coach provide a whistle. All equipment is to be assigned at the beginning of the season and turned in to the League Coordinator after the last game of the season unless prior arrangements have been made with the League Coordinator.  EYO may ask for compensation for the damaged/lost equipment.

U6 & U7 Equipment
U8 & U9 Equipment
2 Pop Up Goals
4 Marker Cones

10 Marker Discs
10 Marker Discs

1 Size 3 Game Ball
1 Size 4 Game Ball

5 Size 3 Practice Balls 
5 Size 4 Practice Balls

6 Practice Pinneys
7 Practice Pinneys (1 Contrasting for Goalie)

1 First Aid Kit w/Cold Pack
1 First Aid Kit w/Cold Pack

U11 Equipment
U13/U14/U16/U18/U19 Equipment

4 Marker Cones
4 Marker Cones
10 Marker Discs
10 Marker Discs

1 Size 4 Game Ball
1 Size 5 Game Ball

5 Size 4 Practice Balls 
5 Size 5 Practice Balls

10 Practice Pinneys (1 Contrasting for Goalie)
10 Practice Pinneys (1 Contrasting for Goalie)

1 First Aid Kit w/Cold Pack
1 First Aid Kit w/Cold Pack
Team Parent

The team parent shall assist the coaching staff in relaying general team information to parents and players.

Team Pictures

The coaches will be responsible for distributing the picture order forms to each of the players on their team prior to the scheduled team picture day.  On the day when team pictures are taken the coach should help organize the team and keep the process efficient and on schedule.  When pictures are received from the League Coordinator, or Picture Coordinator, the coach will distribute them to the players.

Other Duties

The coach, or preferably the team parent or other volunteer, should produce a snack schedule prior to the start of the season.  It is recommended that any date swapping or any other changes to the snack schedule, once in place, be handled by the parents themselves without involving the coach or team parent.  Healthy, peanut free, snacks are highly recommended.

U6 & U7 League Rules
((See league rules))
The Under 6 and Under 7 clinic leagues are designed to teach the younger player basic soccer skills.  An emphasis will be placed on developing these skills and learning to work in a team environment.  Each daily session will be divided into two parts.  The first part of the day will be a practice and skills development time.  The second part of the day will be a scrimmage against another team. The U6 and U7 clinics are offered in both the spring and fall.  Fields and times will be determined by the League Coordinator and the Soccer Commissioner and are subject to permits and availability.  There will be no mid-week practices.

Field Dimensions and Goal Size

Each U6 or U7 field will be 35 yards long and 20 yards wide and either lined or marked by cones or discs.  The goal at each end of the field will be 6 feet wide and 3.5 feet high.  Typically a temporary Popp-Up style goal will be used.

Format & Rules

· Each team will consist of up to 12 players and 3 coaches.

· A size 3 soccer ball will be used.

· Each week teams will be assigned to fields to begin their clinic lessons.  The alignment will be done so those teams practicing on adjacent fields will then play each other.  

· The teams shall play 6 vs. 6 with no goalies.  

· One coach from each team can be on the field to coach and act as a referee.   

· Each session should consist of a fundamental training time for approximately 50 minutes with two 5-minute breaks, followed by a 30-minute scrimmage consisting of two15 minute halves with 5 a minute intermission.  

· In the event that one team cannot field the maximum number of 6 players during the scrimmage the opposing team will be limited to the actual number of player that the other team can field.  If a team does not have substitutes then the coaches may agree on one or more additional short breaks for the safety and comfort of the players.  

· Coaches are encouraged to shake hands before the game.  

· Players will shake hands with the opponent after the game. 

· Each player should expect to play during the fundamental training, and during the scrimmage.  

· Normally, there will be no post game publicity and any publicity that may be issued shall not contain the win-loss record of any team. 

· All players will receive participation awards at the conclusion of the last game of the season.  

· League standings and the final scores will not be recorded.  

· The primary goal of the clinic is to make learning the game of soccer a fun experience for the kids.  Hopefully, this experience will encourage the kids to play onto older levels.  

· The secondary goal of the clinic is to bring as many parent volunteers into the program as possible.

Player Eligibility & Requirements

Those players who were 4 or 5 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season for U6 and players who were 5 or 6 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season for U7.  Players may play up 1 year.

Skills Taught

Dribbling and ball control.  Proper use of foot while kicking the ball.  Basic defensive strategies.

U8 & U9 League Rules

The Under 8 and Under 9 leagues are designed to reinforce basic soccer skills and to begin to teach intermediate soccer skills.  An emphasis will be placed on developing these skills and learning to work on various strategies in a team environment.  The U8 and U9 leagues are offered in both the spring and fall.  Fields and times will be determined by the League Coordinator and the Soccer Commissioner and are subject to permits and availability.  There will be 1 mid-week practice at the coach’s discretion.

Field Dimensions and Goal Size

Each U8 or U9 field will be 60 yards long and 35 yards wide with a centerline and circle with an 8 yard radius.  The GOAL AREA will be a rectangle 14 yards wide and 5 yards into the field of play joined by a line parallel with the goal line.  The PENALTY AREA will be a rectangle 28 yards wide and 12 yards into field of play joined by a line parallel with the goal line. The goals at each end of the field will be 12 feet wide and 6 feet high.  Typically a removable style goal will be used.

Format & Rules

· Each team will consist of up to 12 players and 3 coaches.

· A size 4 soccer ball will be used.  

· The teams shall play 7 vs. 7 with one player being a goalkeeper.  

· The goalkeeper shall wear a different color jersey.  

· Shin guards are required for all players.

· Minimum number of players required to start a game will be 6 per team.  

· The Referee Coordinator shall make assignments of referees for play.  The referee pool shall consist of USSF Certified EYO Referees.  

· If referee is unavailable, both teams will select suitable volunteer(s).

· Referees are encouraged to explain infraction to the offending player(s).  

· Each game shall consist of two halves of 25 minutes with a 5-minute half-time.  

· If a team does not have substitutes then the coaches may agree on one or more additional short breaks for the safety and comfort of the players.  

· A coin toss will be used to start the game.  Winner of the toss chooses which goal to attack.  The other team kicks off to start the game.  

· A goal is scored only when the whole ball crosses the goal line between the goal posts and under bar.  

· All substitutions are made at the halfway line upon the referee signal only and may be made:

· Prior to a throw-in by either team, only IF the team who has possession substitutes.

· Prior to a goal kick (by either team).

· After a goal (by either team).

· After an injury (by either team) when the referee stops play.


· Offside will only be called for intentional cherrypicking directed by the coach.  Coaches are still encouraged to teach the offside law for preparation into the U11 division.

· Handling is called only when player is obviously and intentionally playing the ball and not defending him/herself. The rule for a hand ball includes using any part of the body from the tips of the fingers to the shoulder. The proper way to interpret this is that a player cannot "handle" the ball. A ball that is kicked and hits a player's hand or arm is not a hand ball. This means that the referee must use his or her own judgment to some extent in determining whether or not a hand ball is accidental contact or a purposeful attempt to gain an advantage.

· All fouls, whether intentional or unintentional, will result in an indirect free kick with the opponents being at least 8 yards away.  A goal cannot be scored until the ball is touched by another player.

· There will be no penalty kicks taken during these games.

· Two attempts are allowed for each throw-in.  Referee will explain throwing error of the first throw-in.  Play continues after the second throw-in.

· The goalkeeper is allowed 6 seconds to put ball in play.  

· Keeper has the option to kick, punt or throw the ball.

· Referees shall make every attempt to protect the goalies.

· Goal kicks may be taken from any point inside the goal area.

· Coaches may not enter the field of play during the game unless permitted by the referee.

· Coaches are encouraged to shake hands before the game.  

· Players will shake hands with the opponent after the game.  

· Each player should expect to play at least one-half of each game.  However, a coach may refuse playing time for particular game to a player who has not attended or participated during the two-week period preceding the game.

· Normally, there will be no post game publicity and any publicity that may be issued shall not contain the win-loss record of any team. 

· All players will receive participation awards at the conclusion of the last game of the season.

· League standings and the final scores will not be recorded.  

Practices

Each practice session should consist of a fundamental training time for approximately 60 minutes with at least two 5-minute breaks.  All coaches and players are expected to attend practices.  If the coach decides to have multiple practices each week that coach may determine that players must attend only one or the other of those practices.  If a player fails to attend multiple practices that player may be denied playing time in the next game.  Shinguards must be worn at all practices.  Note: no player shall be allowed to practice without shin guards.
Player Eligibility & Requirements

Those players who were 6 or 7 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season for U8 and those players who were 7 or 8 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season for U9.

Players may play up 1 year.

Skills Taught

The coach should cover a variety of skills with an emphasis on dribbling, passing, and ball control.  Each child should be encouraged to play goalkeeper at least once during the season.

U11 League Rules

The Under 11 league is designed to teach intermediate soccer skills.  An emphasis will be placed on developing these skills and learning to work on various strategies in a team environment.  The U11 league is offered in both the spring and fall.  Fields and times will be determined by the League Coordinator and the Soccer Commissioner and are subject to permits and availability.    There will be 1 or 2 mid-week practices at the coach’s discretion.

Field Dimensions and Goal Size

Each U11 field will be 70 to 85 yards long and 40 to 55 yards wide with a centerline and circle with a 8 yard radius.  The GOAL AREA will be a rectangle 18 yards wide and 6 yards into the field of play joined by a line parallel with the goal line.  The PENALTY AREA will be a rectangle 42 yards wide and 18 yards into field of play joined by a line parallel with the goal line. The goals at each end of the field will be 18 feet wide and 6.5 feet high.  Typically a removable style goal will be used.

Format & Rules

· Each team will consist of up to 14 players and 3 coaches.

· A size 4 soccer ball will be used.

· The teams shall play 8 vs. 8 with one player being a goalkeeper.  

· The goalkeeper shall wear a different color jersey.  

· Shin guards are required for all players.

· Minimum number of players required to start a game will be 6 per team.  

· The Referee Coordinator shall make assignments of referees for play.  The referee pool shall consist of USSF Certified EYO Referees.  There will be two Center Referees (CR) using a lead-trail system.

· If referee is unavailable, both teams will select suitable volunteer(s).  

· Referees are encouraged to explain infraction to the offending player(s).  

· Each game shall consist of two halves of 30 minutes with a 5-minute half-time.  

· If a team does not have substitutes then the coaches may agree on one or more additional short breaks for the safety and comfort of the players.  

· A coin toss will be used to start the game.  Winner of the toss chooses which goal to attack.  The other team kicks off to start the game.  

· A goal is scored only when the whole ball crosses the goal line between the goal posts and under bar.  

· All substitutions are made at the halfway line upon the referee signal only and may be made:

· Prior to a throw-in by either team, only IF the team who has possession substitutes.

· Prior to a goal kick (by either team).

· After a goal (by either team).

· For an injured player when referee stops play.  Opponent may substitute one for one.

· For a yellow carded player, one for one, by either team when the referee stops play.

· Offside will be called in accordance with FIFA rules*.

· Handling is called only when player is obviously and intentionally playing the ball and not defending him/herself. The rule for a hand ball includes using any part of the body from the tips of the fingers to the shoulder. The proper way to interpret this is that a player cannot "handle" the ball. A ball that is kicked and hits a player's hand or arm is not a hand ball. This means that the referee must use his or her own judgment to some extent in determining whether or not a hand ball is accidental contact or a purposeful attempt to gain an advantage.

· All fouls are in accordance with FIFA rules

· A goal cannot be scored from an indirect kick until the ball is touched by another player.

· Referees are instructed not to tolerate foul or abusive language on the part of any player, coach or parent as per the EYO Code of Conduct.  The referee may eject any player, coach, or parent who does not adhere to these guidelines.

· Penalty kicks are to be taken during these games if necessary (i.e. such as hand ball in goal area, intentionally roughing the goalie, etc.).

· One attempt is allowed for each throw-in.  Referee will explain throwing error of the first throw-in.  Opposing team is then awarded throw-in.

· The goalkeeper is allowed 6 seconds to put ball in play.  

· Keeper has the option to kick, punt or throw the ball.

· Referees shall make every attempt to protect the goalies.

· Goal kicks may be taken from any point inside the goal area.

· Coaches may not enter the field of play during the game unless permitted by the referee.

· Coaches are encouraged to shake hands before the game.  

· Players will shake hands with the opponent after the game.  

· Each player should expect to play at least one-half of each game.  However, a coach may refuse playing time for particular game to a player who has not attended or participated during the two-week period preceding the game.

· Normally, there will be no post game publicity and any publicity that may be issued shall not contain the win-loss record of any team. 

· All players will receive participation awards at the conclusion of the last game of the season.

· League standings and the final scores will not be recorded.  

Practices

Each practice session should consist of a fundamental training time for approximately 60 to 90 minutes with at least one 5-minute break every half hour.  All coaches and players are expected to attend practices.  If the coach decides to have multiple practices each week that coach may determine that players must attend only one or the other of those practices.  If a player fails to attend a practice that player may be denied playing time in the next game.  Shinguards must be worn at all practices.  Note: no player shall be allowed to practice without shin guards.
Player Eligibility & Requirements

Those players who were 9 or 10 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season.

Players may play up 1 year.  Players may play down 1 year if U14 or older is the next higher age group and player size and/or skill level warrant this exception.
Skills Taught

The coach should cover a variety of skills with an emphasis on passing, ball control, and team strategies.  Each child should be encouraged to play goalkeeper at least once during the season.

* FIFA rules may be found at: www.fifa.com

U13/U14 League Rules

The Under 13/Under 14 league is designed to teach the older player more advanced soccer skills.  An emphasis will be placed on developing these skills and learning to work on various strategies in a team environment.  The U13/U14 league is offered in both the spring and fall. When registration numbers are high there will be U13/U16/U19, when numbers are lower there will be U14/U18.  Fields and times will be determined by the League Coordinator and the Soccer Commissioner and are subject to permits and availability.  The U13/U14 games should be scheduled on an alternate day from the U8/U9 and U11 games to enable the U13/U14 players to be available to officiate those games.  There will be 1 or 2 mid-week practices at the coach’s discretion.

Field Dimensions and Goal Size

Each U13/U14 field will be 100 to 120 yards long and 50 to 80 yards wide with a centerline and circle with a 10 yard radius.  The GOAL AREA will be a rectangle 20 yards wide and 6 yards into the field of play joined by a line parallel with the goal line.  The PENALTY AREA will be a rectangle 44 yards wide and 18 yards into field of play joined by a line parallel with the goal line. The goals at each end of the field will be 24 feet wide and 8 feet high.  Typically a permanent goal will be used.

Format & Rules

· Each team will consist of up to 18 players and 3 coaches.

· A size 5 soccer ball will be used.

· The teams shall play 11 vs. 11 with one player being a goalkeeper.  

· The goalkeeper shall wear a different color jersey.  

· Shin guards are required for all players.

· Minimum number of players required to start a game will be 7 per team.  

· The Referee Coordinator shall make assignments of referees for play.  The referee pool shall consist of USSF Certified EYO Referees.  There will be one Center Referee (CR) and two Assistant Referees (AR).

· If referee is unavailable, both teams will select suitable volunteer(s).  

· Referees are encouraged to explain infraction to the offending player(s).  

· Each game shall consist of two halves of 35 minutes with a 5-minute half-time.  

· If a team does not have substitutes then the coaches may agree on one or more additional short breaks for the safety and comfort of the players.  

· A coin toss will be used to start the game.  Winner of the toss chooses which goal to attack.  The other team kicks off to start the game.  

· A goal is scored only when the whole ball crosses the goal line between the goal posts and under bar.  

· All substitutions are made at the halfway line upon the referee signal only and may be made:

· Prior to a throw-in by either team, only IF the team who has possession substitutes.

· Prior to a goal kick (by either team).

· After a goal (by either team).

· For an injured player when referee stops play.  Opponent may substitute one for one.

· For a yellow carded player, one for one, by either team when the referee stops play.

· Offside will be called in accordance with FIFA rules*.

· Handling is called only when player is obviously and intentionally playing the ball and not defending him/herself. The rule for a hand ball includes using any part of the body from the tips of the fingers to the shoulder. The proper way to interpret this is that a player cannot "handle" the ball. A ball that is kicked and hits a player's hand or arm is not a hand ball. This means that the referee must use his or her own judgment to some extent in determining whether or not a hand ball is accidental contact or a purposeful attempt to gain an advantage.

· All fouls are in accordance with FIFA rules

· A goal cannot be scored from an indirect kick until the ball is touched by another player.

· Referees are instructed not to tolerate foul or abusive language on the part of any player, coach or parent as per the EYO Code of Conduct.  The referee may eject any player, coach, or parent who does not adhere to these guidelines.

· Penalty kicks are to be taken during these games if necessary (i.e. such as hand ball in goal area, intentionally roughing the goalie, etc.).  Appropriate player position in regards to penalty box applies.

· One attempt is allowed for each throw-in.  Referee will explain throwing error of the first throw-in.  Opposing team is then awarded throw-in.

· The goalkeeper is allowed 6 seconds to put ball in play.  

· Keeper has the option to kick, punt or throw the ball.

· Referees shall make every attempt to protect the goalies.

· Goal kicks may be taken from any point inside the goal area.

· Coaches may not enter the field of play during the game unless permitted by the referee.

· Coaches are encouraged to shake hands before the game.  

· Players will shake hands with the opponent after the game.  

· Each player should expect to play at least one-half of each game.  However, a coach may refuse playing time for particular game to a player who has not attended or participated during the two-week period preceding the game.

· Normally, there will be no post game publicity and any publicity that may be issued shall not contain the win-loss record of any team. 

· All players will receive participation awards at the conclusion of the last game of the season.

· League standings and the final scores will not be recorded.  

Practices

Each practice session should consist of a fundamental training time for approximately 60 to 90 minutes with at least one 5-minute break every half hour.  All coaches and players are expected to attend practices.  If the coach decides to have multiple practices each week that coach may determine that players must attend only one or the other of those practices.  If a player fails to attend a practice that player may be denied playing time in the next game.  Shinguards must be worn at all practices.  Note: no player shall be allowed to practice without shin guards.
Player Eligibility & Requirements

Those players who were 11 or 12 (U13) or 11 through 13 (U14) years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season. 

Players may play up 1 year. If U18 or older is the next higher age group then requests for players to play down 1 year will be handled on a case-by-case basis provided a compelling reason for the exception is presented.
Skills Taught

The coach should cover a variety of skills with an emphasis on passing, field position, ball control, and more advanced team strategies.  Each child should be offered the opportunity to play goalkeeper at least once during the season.

* FIFA rules may be found at: www.fifa.com

U16 League Rules
The Under 16 league is designed to teach the older player more advanced soccer skills.  An emphasis will be placed on developing these skills and learning to work on various strategies in a team environment.  The U16 league is offered in both the spring and fall when registration numbers support the additional league.  Fields and times will be determined by the League Coordinator and the Soccer Commissioner and are subject to permits and availability.  The U16 games should be scheduled on an alternate day from the U8/U9 and U11 games to enable the U16 players to be available to officiate those games.  There will be 1 or 2 mid-week practices at the coach’s discretion.

Field Dimensions and Goal Size

Each U16 field will be 100 to 120 yards long and 50 to 80 yards wide with a centerline and circle with a 10 yard radius.  The GOAL AREA will be a rectangle 20 yards wide and 6 yards into the field of play joined by a line parallel with the goal line.  The PENALTY AREA will be a rectangle 44 yards wide and 18 yards into field of play joined by a line parallel with the goal line. The goals at each end of the field will be 24 feet wide and 8 feet high.  Typically a permanent goal will be used.

Format & Rules

· Each team will consist of up to 18 players and 3 coaches.

· A size 5 soccer ball will be used.

· The teams shall play 11 vs. 11 with one player being a goalkeeper.  

· The goalkeeper shall wear a different color jersey.  

· Shin guards are required for all players.

· Minimum number of players required to start a game will be 7 per team.  

· The Referee Coordinator shall make assignments of referees for play.  The referee pool shall consist of USSF Certified EYO Referees.  There will be one Center Referee (CR) and two Assistant Referees (AR).

· If referee is unavailable, both teams will select suitable volunteer(s).  

· Referees are encouraged to explain infraction to the offending player(s).  

· Each game shall consist of two halves of 35 minutes with a 5-minute half-time.  

· If a team does not have substitutes then the coaches may agree on one or more additional short breaks for the safety and comfort of the players.  

· A coin toss will be used to start the game.  Winner of the toss chooses which goal to attack.  The other team kicks off to start the game.  

· A goal is scored only when the whole ball crosses the goal line between the goal posts and under bar.  

· All substitutions are made at the halfway line upon the referee signal only and may be made:

· Prior to a throw-in by either team, only IF the team who has possession substitutes.

· Prior to a goal kick (by either team).

· After a goal (by either team).

· For an injured player when referee stops play.  Opponent may substitute one for one.

· For a yellow carded player, one for one, by either team when the referee stops play.

· Offside will be called in accordance with FIFA rules*.

· Handling is called only when player is obviously and intentionally playing the ball and not defending him/herself. The rule for a hand ball includes using any part of the body from the tips of the fingers to the shoulder. The proper way to interpret this is that a player cannot "handle" the ball. A ball that is kicked and hits a player's hand or arm is not a hand ball. This means that the referee must use his or her own judgment to some extent in determining whether or not a hand ball is accidental contact or a purposeful attempt to gain an advantage.

· All fouls are in accordance with FIFA rules

· A goal cannot be scored from an indirect kick until the ball is touched by another player.

· Referees are instructed not to tolerate foul or abusive language on the part of any player, coach or parent as per the EYO Code of Conduct.  The referee may eject any player, coach, or parent who does not adhere to these guidelines.

· Penalty kicks are to be taken during these games if necessary (i.e. such as hand ball in goal area, intentionally roughing the goalie, etc.).  Appropriate player position in regards to penalty box applies.

· One attempt is allowed for each throw-in.  Referee will explain throwing error of the first throw-in.  Opposing team is then awarded throw-in.

· The goalkeeper is allowed 6 seconds to put ball in play.  

· Keeper has the option to kick, punt or throw the ball.

· Referees shall make every attempt to protect the goalies.

· Goal kicks may be taken from any point inside the goal area.

· Coaches may not enter the field of play during the game unless permitted by the referee.

· Coaches are encouraged to shake hands before the game.  

· Players will shake hands with the opponent after the game.  

· Each player should expect to play at least one-half of each game.  However, a coach may refuse playing time for particular game to a player who has not attended or participated during the two-week period preceding the game.

· Normally, there will be no post game publicity and any publicity that may be issued shall not contain the win-loss record of any team. 

· All players will receive participation awards at the conclusion of the last game of the season.

· League standings and the final scores will not be recorded.  

Practices

Each practice session should consist of a fundamental training time for approximately 60 to 90 minutes with at least one 5-minute break every half hour.  All coaches and players are expected to attend practices.  If the coach decides to have multiple practices each week that coach may determine that players must attend only one or the other of those practices.  If a player fails to attend a practice that player may be denied playing time in the next game.  Shinguards must be worn at all practices.  Note: no player shall be allowed to practice without shin guards.
Player Eligibility & Requirements

Those players who were 13 through 15 years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season. 

Players may play up 1 year.

Skills Taught

The coach should cover a variety of skills with an emphasis on passing, field position, ball control, and more advanced team strategies.  Each child should be offered the opportunity to play goalkeeper at least once during the season.

* FIFA rules may be found at: www.fifa.com
U18/U19 League Rules

The Under 18/Under 19 league is designed to teach the older player more advanced soccer skills.  An emphasis will be placed on developing these skills and learning to work on various strategies in a team environment.  The U18/U19 league is offered in both the spring and fall.  When registration numbers are high there will be U13/U16/U19, when numbers are lower there will be U14/U18.  Fields and times will be determined by the League Coordinator and the Soccer Commissioner and are subject to permits and availability.  The U18/U19 games should be scheduled on an alternate day from the U8/U9 and U11 games to enable the U18/U19 players to be available to officiate those games.  There may be 1 or 2 voluntary mid-week practices at the coach’s discretion.

Field Dimensions and Goal Size

Each U18/U19 field will be 100 to 120 yards long and 50 to 80 yards wide with a centerline and circle with a 10 yard radius.  The GOAL AREA will be a rectangle 20 yards wide and 6 yards into the field of play joined by a line parallel with the goal line.  The PENALTY AREA will be a rectangle 44 yards wide and 18 yards into field of play joined by a line parallel with the goal line. The goals at each end of the field will be 24 feet wide and 8 feet high.  Typically a permanent goal will be used.

Format & Rules

· Each team will consist of up to 18 players and 3 coaches.

· A size 5 soccer ball will be used.

· The teams shall play 11 vs. 11 with one player being a goalkeeper.  

· The goalkeeper shall wear a different color jersey.  

· Shin guards are required for all players.

· Minimum number of players required to start a game will be 7 per team.  

· The Referee Coordinator shall make assignments of referees for play.  The referee pool shall consist of USSF Certified EYO Referees.   There will be one Center Referee (CR) and two Assistant Referees (AR).

· If referee is unavailable, both teams will select suitable volunteer(s).  

· Referees are encouraged to explain infraction to the offending player(s).  

· Each game shall consist of two halves of 40 minutes with a 5-minute half-time.  

· If a team does not have substitutes then the coaches may agree on one or more additional short breaks for the safety and comfort of the players.  

· A coin toss will be used to start the game.  Winner of the toss chooses which goal to attack.  The other team kicks off to start the game.  

· A goal is scored only when the whole ball crosses the goal line between the goal posts and under bar.  

· All substitutions are made at the halfway line upon the referee signal only and may be made:

· Prior to a throw-in by either team, only IF the team who has possession substitutes.

· Prior to a goal kick (by either team).

· After a goal (by either team).

· For an injured player when referee stops play.  Opponent may substitute one for one.

· For a yellow carded player, one for one, by either team when the referee stops play.

· Offside will be called in accordance with FIFA rules*.

· Handling is called only when player is obviously and intentionally playing the ball and not defending him/herself. The rule for a hand ball includes using any part of the body from the tips of the fingers to the shoulder. The proper way to interpret this is that a player cannot "handle" the ball. A ball that is kicked and hits a player's hand or arm is not a hand ball. This means that the referee must use his or her own judgment to some extent in determining whether or not a hand ball is accidental contact or a purposeful attempt to gain an advantage.

· All fouls are in accordance with FIFA rules

· A goal cannot be scored from an indirect kick until the ball is touched by another player.

· Referees are instructed not to tolerate foul or abusive language on the part of any player, coach or parent as per the EYO Code of Conduct.  The referee may eject any player, coach, or parent who does not adhere to these guidelines.

· Penalty kicks are to be taken during these games if necessary (i.e. such as hand ball in goal area, intentionally roughing the goalie, etc.).  Appropriate player position in regards to penalty box applies.

· One attempt is allowed for each throw-in.  Referee will explain throwing error of the first throw-in.  Opposing team is then awarded throw-in.

· The goalkeeper is allowed 6 seconds to put ball in play.  

· Keeper has the option to kick, punt or throw the ball.

· Referees shall make every attempt to protect the goalies.

· Goal kicks may be taken from any point inside the goal area.

· Coaches may not enter the field of play during the game unless permitted by the referee.

· Coaches are encouraged to shake hands before the game.  

· Players will shake hands with the opponent after the game.  

· Each player should expect to play at least one-half of each game.  However, a coach may refuse playing time for particular game to a player who has not attended or participated during the two-week period preceding the game.

· Normally, there will be no post game publicity and any publicity that may be issued shall not contain the win-loss record of any team. 

· All players will receive participation awards at the conclusion of the last game of the season.

· League standings and the final scores will not be recorded.  

Practices

Each practice session should consist of a fundamental training time for approximately 60 to 90 minutes with at least one 5-minute break every half hour.  All coaches and players are expected to attend practices.  If the coach decides to have multiple practices each week that coach may determine that players must attend only one or the other of those practices.  If a player fails to attend a practice that player may be denied playing time in the next game.  Shinguards must be worn at all practices.  Note: no player shall be allowed to practice without shin guards.
Player Eligibility & Requirements

Those players who were 14 through 17 (U18) or 16 through 18 (U19) years old on August 1 prior to the start of the season.

Players may play up 1 year.

Skills Taught

As we have a wide range of player experience the coach should cover a variety of skills with an emphasis on passing, field position, ball control, and more advanced team strategies.  

* FIFA rules may be found at: www.fifa.com

Travel League Information

Field Dimensions

The field dimensions will be determined by the league, or association, in which the team plays.  

Format & Rules

The rules under which the team will play will be determined by the league, or association, in which the team plays.  It will be the responsibility of the coach to secure a copy of the rules and to be familiar with them.  The coach will also convey to the players all rules that may pertain to them.  At all times, and at all locations, the EYO Code of Conduct is to be followed.
EYO travel soccer will play in the Baltimore Beltway Soccer League (BBSL).
Practices

Each practice session should consist of a training time for approximately 60 to 90 minutes with at least one 5-minute break every half hour.  All coaches and players are expected to attend practices.  If the coach decides to have multiple practices each week that coach may determine that players must attend only one or the other of those practices.  If a player fails to attend a practice that player may be denied playing time in the next game.  Shinguards must be worn at all practices.  Note: no player shall be allowed to practice without shin guards.
Selecting Coaches

(See above for Coach’s Requirements.) 

The Travel League Coordinator is responsible for confirming the returning head coaches and assistant coaches, and for recruiting new coaches necessary to run the league.  The Travel League Coordinator will submit a list of the names for approval by the Soccer Committee prior to notifying coaches of their positions and before the start of any activity relative to the soccer season.  Anyone interested in serving as a coach should contact the appropriate League Coordinator.

Player Eligibility & Requirements

The eligibility and requirements for players will vary and be dependent of the league in which the travel team will be playing.  

Falsifying information in an effort to obtain a roster position for which the player is not eligible will result in an immediate dismissal of the player and a loss of all fees paid.  Additional disciplinary action, including banning the player for one or more seasons or permanently, may also be imposed. 

No player is considered to be registered to play Travel Soccer until all fees are paid in full.  No child will be permitted to practice or play until all registration fees have been paid in full.

Any unregistered child who is injured will be the sole responsibility of the child’s parent or guardian.  All liability, whether legal or monetary, for any such injury will be directed solely at the child’s parent or guardian.

Tryouts & Player Selection

Tryouts for all travels teams will be open to all eligible players.  Tryout locations and times will be announced to all eligible players using the normal methods of EYO.  Criteria for evaluation of players must be in written form and must be documented for all players.  The evaluation sheets are to be turned in to the soccer commissioner at the end of the season or upon request.

Playing Time

It is the general philosophy of EYO that each player selected for travel teams should participate in all games in which that player is in uniform, unless that player is being disciplined by the coach for a specific team infraction.  Because of the competitive nature of travel soccer, it is extremely difficult, however, to assure a minimum amount of playing time in each and every game that would satisfy all coaches, players, and parents.  Frequently, time and circumstance are the determining factors for coaches’ decisions in any given game.  Recognizing this difficulty, however, EYO expects that all players selected for travel teams will, over the course of a season, play a reasonable number of halves to warrant their selection and commitment to the team.

Player Equipment

Shin guards are required for games and practices and must be provided by the player. Soccer cleats with rubber spikes are recommended but not required. Baseball and Football shoes have a front cleat, which is dangerous, and are not acceptable unless this cleat is cut off.  EYO has no responsibility for the procurement of, or the safety of, any equipment used by an individual on a travel team.  No jewelry of any type is allowed during practices or games.  Parents should have all jewelry removed prior to the player arriving at the field.  Any jewelry worn by the player must be removed prior to the player being allowed to enter the field.  Jewelry and other personal items may not be left in the care of any coach or other EYO staff member.  EYO and its coaches, officials, and other volunteers will not be responsible for misplaced, lost or stolen items. Pierced earrings will not be permitted even if they are taped over.  This includes newly pierced ears – no exceptions will be made.  Sports goggles or eyeglass straps are highly recommended for safety reasons.  Players should bring an appropriate size soccer ball and a quart size water bottle to all practices.  Note: no player shall be allowed to practice or play without shin guards.
Uniform 

Travel teams are responsible for providing their own team jerseys and socks.  Each travel team must wear an approved uniform that clearly identifies that the team represents The Elkridge Youth Organization.  The identification may be in the form of a patch, logo, or other approved marking.  Player's socks shall be pulled up as to cover the shin guards in their entirety.
Coach Duties

The head coach shall responsible for teaching skills, promoting good sportsmanship, and for making the game enjoyable for the players on the team.  The coach will also ensure that all players are familiar with the rules of the league.  The head coach shall see that each player has a schedule of practices and games for the season.  The head coach shall assist in the distribution of uniforms for their team and will handle any team administrative issues as they arise.  The assistant coaches shall assist the head coaches as needed and be willing to step into the head coach role in the absence of the head coach.  Before the season begins the coach is responsible for reading and understanding the policies and rules that apply to their team and league, for attending any coaches meetings that are scheduled by the League Coordinator or Soccer Commissioner, and for contacting all players on their team’s roster.  The coach should distribute a copy of the code of conduct to each family at the start of the season.  The coach should also review the equipment requirements at the first meeting to ensure that all players have shin guards – no child may participate in any practice or game without shin guards.  The coach should remind the families that a water bottle should be brought to each session.  The coach should explain to the families that any absence should be communicated to the coach prior to the session so that they may properly plan the session. 

The coach should arrive 10 minutes prior to the start of each session so that they are setup and ready when the players arrive.  During this time the coach should verify that the goals, and any other equipment that will be used, are safe and functioning properly.  During practices the coach will lead the team in warm up exercises or drills while waiting for other team members to arrive.   The coach should then progress to skills training when a majority of the team is present.  The coach should cover a variety of skills with an emphasis on passing, field position, ball control, and more advanced team strategies.  

The coach will be responsible for being familiar with the rules of the league, or association, in which the team is playing.  The coach will also make all players aware of those rules that may pertain to them.

For each game the coach should have prepared a starting roster with at least the initial substitutions planned.  The coach will monitor the players on the field and will substitute out those who appear to be fatigued.  The coach may send a player back onto the field once they feel that that player is rested if the rules allow.  The coach will make every effort to afford all players a reasonable amount of game time.  It is understood that in more competitive leagues a player’s ability will be a factor in the amount game time for that player.  A player’s particular talents and game situations may also determine the amount of game time for that player.

A player may be denied game time, at the coach’s discretion, if they have missed prior practices.

Coaches are responsible for controlling the actions of parents and players on their team.

The coach may not place in their care personal items belonging to any player.  The coach is to instruct the player to leave such items in the care of a parent or guardian.

Team Equipment

EYO will provide to the head coach a numbered equipment bag that contains the equipment appropriate for the league.  The bag may or may not also contain a Clip Board or other equipment.  EYO will also provide to each coach 1 Coaches shirt.  A maximum of two coaches’ shirts will be provided to each team.  Additional coaches shirts may be purchased prior to the start of the season.  It is recommended that the coach provide a whistle. All equipment is to be assigned at the beginning of the season and turned in to the League Coordinator after the last game of the season unless prior arrangements have been made with the League Coordinator.  EYO may ask for compensation for the damaged/lost equipment.

Team Parent

The team parent shall assist the coaching staff in relaying general team information to parents and players.

Team Pictures

The coaches will be responsible for distributing the picture order forms to each of the players on their team prior to the scheduled team picture day.  On the day when team pictures are taken the coach should help organize the team and keep the process efficient and on schedule.  When pictures are received from the League Coordinator, or Picture Coordinator, the coach will distribute them to the players.

Financial Issues

Each travel team is expected to be self-supporting.  Each individual team’s expenses will include, but not be limited to, the following: uniforms, referees, equipment, field usage costs, and outside league fees.  In addition to each player’s league registration fee, parents will be expected to pay an amount necessary to properly conduct the affairs of the team.  Each travel team head coach is required to provide to the Travel Coordinator a detailed budget of projected revenue and expenses prior to the season and an accurate accounting of all revenues and expenses at the end of each season.  These statements should be signed and dated.  The Travel Coordinator will submit these records to the EYO Treasurer so as to provide a financial statement for the travel teams in accordance with the EYO Bylaws.

Similarly, if, at the end of the season, a specific travel team’s expenses exceed money received by EYO for that travel team (including league registration fees, fundraising, etc), the parents of that travel team will be responsible for any such deficit on an equal basis.  This deficit must be repaid within 30 days of notification of the shortfall.  Failure to settle this issue may result in the player(s) not being allowed to participate in any EYO sports program.

Travel team monies (player supplemental fees, sponsor donations and fundraising) should be processed directly through the league Treasurer for deposit in the EYO accounts to receive a 501(c) designation. These funds shall be earmarked for the specific team which deposited them and will be allocated to that travel team head coach as requested after submittal of the team’s budget has been made by the Travel Coordinator to the EYO Treasurer.

If, at the end of the season, a travel team has an excess of funds that remain unspent, that money will be refunded in equal amounts to each player/parent.  The refund will be made only to the extent that the refund does not exceed the money paid by the player/parent for the season, and where the amount to be refunded exceeds $25 dollars per player/family.  An exception can be made if money raised has been earmarked for a specific event, tournament, or other activity.  In this case, the excess money will remain with the specific travel team that raised it.

Any excess funds that remain, and that are not addressed in the paragraph above, will transfer to the EYO General Fund.

Each travel coach is responsible for the maintenance of an ongoing budget that is to be periodically reviewed with the Treasurer of EYO.  This budget should give details of funds into and out of the program for the season.

At its sole discretion, the EYO Board of Directors may decide to supplement the travel team budget with a financial gift to be paid from EYO to any specific team or to all travel teams.
Other Duties

The coach, or preferably the team parent or other volunteer, may produce a snack schedule prior to the start of the season.  It is recommended that any date swapping or any other changes to the snack schedule, once in place, be handled by the parents themselves without involving the coach or team parent.  Healthy, peanut free, snacks are highly recommended.

* FIFA rules may be found at: www.fifa.com

EYO Cup

The EYO Cup is the end of season celebration for EYO soccer.  Players from each of the regular season U9 and U11 teams are selected by their coaches to participate.  The Cup games are held in both the spring and fall so that all players have a chance to participate.

Eligibility

All players who played on a regular season U9 or U11 team are eligible to be selected to play on one of the Cup teams.  Age eligibility requirements will mirror that of the regular season.

Selection Process

At the end of the games in the forth or fifth week of regular season play EYO Cup ballots, marked for each team, will be passed out to each player on that regular season team.  Those players will be asked to select the four to six players that they would like to represent their team in the EYO Cup game.  The four to six players selected do not need to be in any particular order but should include two forwards, two midfielders, and two defenders or goal keepers.  At the end of the fifth or sixth week of play the ballots will be collected.  Players may turn in their ballots early if they desire.  No ballots will be accepted after the end of the games in the seventh week of play.  The name, or any other form of identification, of the voting player should not appear anywhere on the ballot.
Team Formation

An equal number of players will be selected from each regular season team.  Regular season team players will be assigned alternately to a particular Cup team based on skill or vote ranking.  All players selected from a given regular season team will not be assigned to the same Cup team.  The target size for each of the two Cup teams will be 10 to 12 players for U9 and 12 to 14 players for U11.  The numbers of players selected from each regular season team will be determined by the total number of teams in that league for the regular season.  For example: If there are six regular season teams then five players will be selected from each team resulting in two Cup teams with 15 players on each team.  If there are seven regular season teams then each of the teams will provide four players each resulting in two Cup teams with 14.  An effort should be made for each regular season team to submit a reasonable mix of genders for the Cup team.

Coach Selection

Coaches of the Cup teams will be assigned by the League Coordinator or the Soccer Commissioner.  All regular season head coaches will share the management of their assigned CUP team.  In the event that there are insufficient head coaches for a Cup team, that team utilize regular season assistant coaches.  Any coach selected for a position on a Cup team may decline that position.  In the event that the initially chosen coach declines the position the other regular season head coaches will coach that Cup team.

Field Dimensions and Goal Size

The field dimensions and goal size for the EYO Cup game for a particular league will be identical to those that governed the regular season play.

Format & Rules

The format and rules governing the EYO Cup game for a particular league will be identical to those that governed the regular season play.

Practices

After the end of the last regularly scheduled, regular season game, excluding any makeup games, the EYO Cup teams may practice.  Each practice session should consist of a training time for approximately 60 to 90 minutes with at least one 5-minute break every half hour.  All coaches and players are expected to attend these practices.  It is likely that the coach will want to have two or three practices the week before the Cup game.  If a player fails to attend practices that player may be denied playing time in the Cup game.  Shinguards must be worn at all practices.  Note: no player shall be allowed to practice without shin guards.
Player Equipment

Shin guards are required for games and practices and must be provided by the player. Soccer cleats with rubber spikes are recommended but not required. Baseball and Football shoes have a front cleat, which is dangerous, and are not acceptable unless this cleat is cut off.  No jewelry of any type is allowed during practices or games.  Parents should have all jewelry removed prior to the player arriving at the field.  Any jewelry worn by the player must be removed prior to the player being allowed to enter the field.  Jewelry and other personal items may not be left in the care of any coach or other EYO staff member.  EYO and its coaches, officials, and other volunteers will not be responsible for misplaced, lost or stolen items. Pierced earrings will not be permitted even if they are taped over.  This includes newly pierced ears – no exceptions will be made.  Sports goggles or eyeglass straps are highly recommended for safety reasons.  Players should bring a quart size water bottle and either a size 4 soccer ball, for U11 practices, or a size 5 soccer ball, for U15 practices.  Note: no player shall be allowed to practice or play without shin guards.
Uniform

Special EYO Cup Team jerseys are provided for use by all Cup players.  Each team must wear the approved uniform.  Player's shall wear their regular season socks and they shall be pulled up as to cover the shin guards in their entirety.  Players will be allowed to keep the Cup uniform after the game.
Coach Duties

The coach should arrive 10 minutes prior to the start of each practice, and at least 15 minutes prior to the Cup Game, so that they are setup and ready when the players arrive.  The EYO Code of Conduct is to be followed at all times. 

During practices the coach will lead the team in warm up exercises or drills while waiting for other team members to arrive.   The coach should then progress to skills training when a majority of the team is present.  The coach should cover a variety of skills with an emphasis on passing, field position, ball control, and more advanced team strategies.  This will help the coach to determine his individual players’ strengths and weaknesses.  These practices should also be a time for players who formerly opposed each other to learn to work together. 

Prior to the start of the EYO Cup game the coach will need to turn in a complete roster including the Players Name and Jersey Number.  The coach should also have prepared a starting team with at least the initial substitutions planned.  The coach will monitor the players on the field and will substitute out those who appear to be fatigued.  The coach may send a player back onto the field once they feel that that player is rested.  The coach will make every effort to afford all players a substantial amount of game time.  It is understood that in a more competitive game a player’s ability will be a factor in the amount game time for that player.  A player’s particular talents may also determine the amount of game time for that player.

A player may be denied game time, at the coach’s discretion, if they have missed prior practices.

The coach may not place in their care personal items belonging to any player.  The coach is to instruct the player to leave such items in the care of a parent or guardian.

Team Equipment

The coach will retain and use his regular season equipment.  At the end of the Cup game the coach should turn in the equipment to the League Coordinator unless prior arrangements have been made with the League Coordinator.

Other Duties

The coach, or preferably the team parent or other volunteer, may provide a snack for the team for after the game.  Healthy, peanut free, snacks are highly recommended.

Awards

No medals will be awarded for these games.

Knights of Columbus Soccer Shoot Out

Each fall the Elkridge Youth Organization teams up with the Knight of Columbus of the St. John Neumann Council and hosts the Soccer Shootout.  This is a chance for players in each age bracket to test their skills.  The free, one-day event is open to any who has registered for EYO Soccer for the current fall season.

Eligibility
All players who played on a regular season team are eligible to compete.  Age eligibility requirements will mirror that of the regular season.

Registration

All players wishing to participate in this event must register.  There is no cost to register but all participants must register so that we can plan the event properly.

Format & Rules

This event is run by the Knights of Columbus and is hosted by EYO.  The Knights of Columbus will be the sole judge of the winners in each category and age group.  EYO staff will be on hand to assist in any capacity needed.

Events

Long Kick: Each player will kick the ball in the air as far as they can along a straight line.  They will get three tries and the best try will be scored.  The score is computed by measuring the distance that the ball travels in the air and then subtracting the distance that the ball is off of the line.  For example if the player kicks the ball 20 feet and it lands 3 feet off of the line then the score is 20-3=17.  Event may be modified to accommodate older leagues.
Throw In: Each player will do three normal soccer throws in the air as far as they can along a straight line.  The best throw will be scored by measuring the distance that the ball travels in the air and then subtracting the distance that the ball is off of the line.  For example if the player throws the ball 15 feet and it lands 2 feet off of the line then the score is 15-2=13.

Goal Kick: Each player will take 5 shots at the goal from the penalty line (12 feet out).  The goal will have the top and bottom corners roped off to create areas with a higher score.  If the ball is kicked in the main part of the goal the player will get 5 points.  If it is kicked in either of the bottom corners they will get 10 points.  If it is kicked in the top corners of the goal they will get 20 points.

The three scores from the each of the parts will be added together to come up with the player’s total score.  The top three scorers two boys and top two girls in each age group will get a medal.

Contact Information

Knights of Columbus

St. John Neumann Council

Charlie Fisher

charliedfisher@comcast.net
Baltimore Blast Coaches Clinic
EYO Soccer has teamed up with the championship Baltimore Blast indoor Soccer Team to offer a training clinic to area soccer coaches and parents.  Join us and the star performers from the Blast as we explore practical and fun ways to teach soccer to our youth.

Eligibility

This clinic is open to anyone who is 18 years of age or older.

Registration

All parents or coaches wishing to participate in this event must register.  There is no cost to register but all participants must register so that we can plan the event properly.

Format

This event is run by the Baltimore Blast and is hosted by EYO.  The Baltimore Blast will be administrating the clinic and will be the sole determining party in the content of the clinic.  EYO staff will be on hand to assist in any capacity needed.  The event is typically held in the month that preceeds the opening of the season.

Content

How to teach various skills, what mistakes to avoid when teaching, sample drills and strategies, question and answer session.

Contact Information

Baltimore Blast

Mike Conway

410-558-4292

mconway@baltimoreblast.com
Baltimore Blast Players Clinic
EYO Soccer has teamed up with the championship Baltimore Blast indoor Soccer Team to offer a skills clinic to area soccer enthusiasts.  Join us and the star performers from the Blast as we enjoy a great day of fun and learning.

Eligibility

This clinic is open to anyone who is 4 to 18 years of age.

Registration

All players wishing to participate in this event must register.  There is no cost to register but all participants must register so that we can plan the event properly.

Format

This event is run by the Baltimore Blast and is hosted by EYO.  The Baltimore Blast will be administrating the clinic and will be the sole determining party in the content of the clinic.  EYO staff will be on hand to assist in any capacity needed.  The event is typically held in the middle of the season.

Skills Development

Dribbling, Passing, Shooting, Goalie skills, Defensive strategies, Corner kicks & Goal kicks, Throw Ins, and much more.

Contact Information

Baltimore Blast

Mike Conway

410-558-4292

mconway@baltimoreblast.com
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Volunteer Positions 

The Elkridge Youth Organization, Inc. is an all-volunteer organization: from the President down to the person who provides the snacks for the teams.  Below are listed various duties and positions throughout the Soccer Program.  Many of these positions are currently being performed by coaches or administrators in addition to their normal duties.  All help is appreciated – find a job that you like and make a coach smile!

Uniform Pick-up & Distribution

This task involves picking up the uniforms from the maker, sorting them into teams and distributing them to the team coaches.  The soccer commissioner will order the uniforms so this job only entails picking them up and handing them out.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1 per league

Soccer Goal Setup U8/U9

This task involves picking up the goals from the storage area and transporting them to the proper field and setting them up.  This is a somewhat physically demanding job that requires lifting moderately heavy objects.  Volunteers must have goals setup at least 15 minutes prior to game start.  Punctuality is a must. Two (2) teams of two (2) people are required.  

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 4

Soccer Goal Setup U11

This task involves picking up the goals from the storage area and transporting them to the proper field and setting them up.  This is a somewhat physically demanding job that requires lifting moderately heavy objects.  Volunteers must have goals setup at least 15 minutes prior to game start.  Punctuality is a must. One (1) team of two (2) people is required.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 2

Soccer Goal Tear Down U8/U9

This task involves taking down the goals at the fields and transporting them to the storage area.  This is a somewhat physically demanding job that requires lifting moderately heavy objects.  Volunteers should arrive at the field at the end of the last game.  Two (2) teams of two (2) people are required.  

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 4

Soccer Goal Tear Down U11

This task involves taking down the goals at the field and transporting them to the storage area.  This is a somewhat physically demanding job that requires lifting moderately heavy objects.  Volunteers should arrive at the field at the end of the last game.  On some fields another game that does not use the goals may be scheduled so prompt removal is required. One (1) team of two (2) people is required.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 2

Corner Flag Placement U8/U9/U11/U13/U14/U16/U18/U19
This task involves picking up the four corner flags from the storage area and transporting them to the proper field and placing them in the corner positions.  Volunteers must have the flags in place at least 15 minutes prior to game start.  Punctuality is a must.  

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1-2
Corner Flag Removal U8/U9/U11/U13/U14/U16/U18/U19
This task involves removing the four corner flags from the field(s) and transporting them to the storage area.  Volunteers should arrive at the field at the end of the last game.  

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1-2
Award Pick-up & Distribution

This task involves picking up the awards from the maker, inspecting them for damage, sorting them into teams and distributing them to the team coaches.  The soccer commissioner will order the awards so this job only entails picking them up and handing them out.  

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1 per league

Field Maintenance U6/U7
This task involves lining the U6 and U7 soccer fields.  The fields will be planed and laid out by someone else. They will need to be lined every other week prior to the games.  Paint and instructions will be provided.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 2

Coach U6/U7

At this level we are teaching basic soccer skills and a curriculum is provided. The volunteer need not have any prior knowledge of soccer.  The volunteer will lead the skills training and oversee the scrimmage. Team size will be 10 to 12 players.  A background check, paid by EYO, may be required for this position.  Approval of coach selection is dependant on league coordinator or commissioner. 

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 8 - 12

Coach U8/U9

At this level we are beginning to teach some basic strategies along with some intermediate soccer skills. The volunteer should have some prior knowledge of soccer rules and play.  The volunteer will manage the team during the game and will lead one mid-week practice. Team size will be 10 to 12 players. A background check, paid by EYO, may be required for this position. Approval of coach selection is dependant on league coordinator or commissioner.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 8-12

Coach U11

At this level we are teaching intermediate soccer skills and strategies. The volunteer should have good knowledge of soccer rules and play.  The volunteer will manage the team during the game and will lead one or two mid-week practices. Team size will be 14 to 16 players. A background check, paid by EYO, may be required for this position. Approval of coach selection is dependant on league coordinator or commissioner.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 6-8

Coach U13/U14
At this level we are teaching intermediate to advanced soccer skills and strategies. The volunteer should have prior coaching or team playing experience and a substantial knowledge of soccer rules and play.  The volunteer will manage the team during the game and will lead one or two mid-week practices. Team size will be 15 to 18 players. A background check, paid by EYO, may be required for this position. Approval of coach selection is dependant on league coordinator or commissioner.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 4-8

Coach U16/U18/U19
At this level we are teaching intermediate to advanced soccer skills and strategies. The volunteer should have prior coaching or team playing experience and a substantial knowledge of soccer rules and play.  The volunteer will manage the team during the game and will lead one or two mid-week practices. Team size will be 15 to 18 players. A background check, paid by EYO, may be required for this position. Approval of coach selection is dependant on league coordinator or commissioner.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 4-8

Coach Travel

At this level we are teaching intermediate to advanced soccer skills and strategies in a competitive environment. The volunteer should have prior coaching or team playing experience and a substantial knowledge of soccer rules and play.  The volunteer will manage the team during the game and will lead one or two mid-week practices. The volunteer will coordinate, but not provide, transportation for the team to the various game locations.  Team size will be 15 to 18 players. A background check, paid by EYO, may be required for this position.  Coaching certification may be required for this position.  Approval of coach selection is dependant on league coordinator or commissioner.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1-4

Team Parent

This person will handle the administrative duties for their team.  All communication should flow through the team parent.  Snack schedules and other activities requiring team coordination will be the responsibility of the team parent.  Concession stand shifts will also be coordinated by the team parent.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1 per team (30 – 40)

League Coordinator 

This position will require the individual to assemble the teams, recruit coaches, and manage the league.  A substantial amount of time is required prior to the season so that all teams and coaches are ready to go. The volunteer will handle any questions from coaches or parents prior to, during, and after the season and direct them to the proper person for an answer.  Between 4 and 8 teams and coaches will need to be organized.

Position term: 1 year.



Volunteers needed: 1 per league

Referee Coordinator 

This position will require the individual to recruit and schedule referees for regular season and post-season games.  A substantial amount of time is required prior to the season so that all games have officials assigned. Time is also required during the season to work with the league coordinators to schedule make-up games.  The volunteer will handle any questions from coordinators or referees prior to, during, and after the season and direct them to the proper person for an answer.  Between 10 and 20 referees will need to be recruited and scheduled.

Position term: 1 year.



Volunteers needed: 1

Equipment Manager

This position will require the inspection and assembly of equipment bags for each team in the league.  The volunteer will also distribute the equipment to the coaches prior to the season start.  During the season the volunteer may be called upon to replace equipment from existing stock.  At season end the volunteer will collect the equipment from the coaches.  The equipment will then need to be inspected to see if any replacements need to be ordered prior to next season.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1-2 per league

Picture Coordinator

This task involves distributing the picture order forms to each of the League Coordinators prior to the scheduled team picture day.  On the day when team pictures are taken the picture coordinator should be present to help organize the teams and to keep the process efficient and on schedule.  When pictures are received from the photographer the picture coordinator will sort them into teams and distributing them to the team coaches or to the League Coordinators.  The soccer commissioner will prepare the picture schedule.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1 - 2

Event Coordinator

This task involves working with the Soccer Commissioner and the League Coordinators to plan special events for the Soccer Program.  These events include: EYO Cup games in the spring and fall, Knights of Columbus Soccer Shootout in the fall, EYO Day in the spring, EYO nights at the Blast, and possibly the Jr. Olympics in the spring.  This volunteer will work with other groups within EYO for some events such as the EYO Day celebrations.  The volunteer may also be responsible for recruiting other volunteers to ensure the success of the events.  The soccer commissioner will approve all events.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1 - 2

	

	
	
	EYO Soccer
	
	

	
	
	
	Player Evaluation Criteria
	18-20  Solid
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	15-18   Competent
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	12-14   Emerging
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	 5-13    Learning
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	dribbling under control, passing accurately, trapping
	field position-move to open for pass, speed, move ball down field
	field position - protect goal, anticipate attack, clear goal area
	shooting accuracy, strength and speed, feinting
	anticipate and react to attack, speed to ball, read fielders for ball distribution
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Player Name
	Age
	Core Skills
	Offense
	Defense
	Shooting
	Goalie
	Total

	EXAMPLE
	11
	4
	3
	3
	2
	2
	14

	
	
	4 – Solid
	4 – Solid
	4 – Solid
	4 – Solid
	4 – Solid
	Rank

	
	
	>Completes almost all passes while under intense pressure
	>Moves to best open position for passes
	>Almost always moves to protect path to goal
	>Able to hit corners consistently
	>Anticipates and blocks almost all shots
	Emg

	
	
	>Excellent ball control and feinting while dribbling under intense pressure 
	>Excellent speed
	>Consistently anticipates attack strategy and moves to blocking position
	>Shots are quick and hard even from long distances
	>Quick movement toward ball
	

	
	
	>Trapped almost all balls, even difficult balls
	>Moves ball down field quickly, sets up scoring opportunity
	>Clears ball quickly  out of goal area and toward offense
	>Frequently able to pull goalie away from actual shot
	>Able to read fielders and distribute ball to advantage frequently
	

	
	
	3 – Competent
	3 – Competent
	3 – Competent
	3 – Competent
	3 – Competent
	

	
	
	>Completes most easy long passes and almost all short passes under pressure
	>Frequently moves to open position for passes
	>Frequently moves to protect path to goal
	>Able to hit corners occasionally, avoids goalie
	>Anticipates and blocks 75% of shots
	

	
	
	>Good ball control while dribbling under pressure 
	>Good speed
	>Frequently anticipates and moves to block attack
	>Close shots are quick and hard, longer shots lose speed and strength
	>Good movement toward ball
	

	
	
	>Trapped 75% or more including some difficult balls
	>Consistently moves ball down field, beginning to recognize scoring opportunities
	>Clears ball out of goal area and frequently toward offense
	>Able to pull goalie away from actual shot occasionally
	>Able to read fielders and distribute ball to advantage often
	

	
	
	2 – Emerging
	2 – Emerging
	2 – Emerging
	2 – Emerging
	2 – Emerging
	

	
	
	>Completes almost all short passes and some long passes
	>Occasionally moves to open position for passes
	>Occasionally moves to protect path to goal
	>Able to shoot away from goalie 50% of the time
	>Blocks 50% of shots
	

	
	
	>Controlled ball under easy dribbling conditions
	>Average speed
	>Occasionally anticipates and moves to block attack
	>Close shots are acceptable, longer shots are not
	>Movement toward  ball apparent
	

	
	
	>Trapped 50% or better 
	>Moves ball down field 50% of time
	>Clears ball out of goal area but rarely toward offense
	>Does not attempt to pull goalie away from actual shot
	>Able to distribute ball to advantage occasionally
	

	
	
	1 – Learning
	1 – Learning
	1 – Learning
	1 – Learning
	1 – Learning
	

	
	
	>Unable to accurately complete most short passes
	>Doesn't move to open areas for passes
	>Poor field placement - does not protect goal area
	>Unable to hit more than 25% of close shots
	>Unable to stop more than 25% of shots
	

	
	
	>Failed to maintain ball control while dribbling
	>Poor speed
	>Does not move on field to counter attackers
	>Shots are slow and weak, cannot complete longer shots
	>Slow reaction time
	

	
	
	>Unable to trap the ball successfully more than 25% of the time
	>Unable to move ball down field adequately
	>Does not clear ball out of goal area most times
	>Unable to move shot away from goalie
	>Poor ball distribution
	


	EYO Soccer
	


	Player Evaluation Record
	

	League __________________________________
	
	
	
	
	

	Team ___________________________________
	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator ________________________________
	Evaluation Date _____________

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Use 1 through 4 for ratings, with 4 being the best.  See EYO evaluation criteria document for help in completing this form.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name
	DOB
	CS
	OF
	DF
	SH
	G
	Tot
	Avg
	Remarks

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CS=Core Skills, OF=Offensive Skills, DF=Defensive Skills, SH=Shooting Proficiency, G=Goal Keeping Skills


Elkridge Youth Organization
Soccer Feedback Form

Year: ________
Season: __Spring  __Fall 


League: __U6   __U7   __U8   __U9   __U11  __U13  __U16  __ U19  __ Travel
Coach’s Name:  ____________________________________________

Please Rate Your Childs Coach in the Following Categories:

Knowledge of Sport:  __None   __Some   __Average   __Above Average   __Extremely Knowledgeable

Prepared for Practice/Game:  __Never   __Sometimes   __Usually   __Always

Ability to Teach Skills:  __Poor   __Fair   __Average   __ Above Average   __Excellent

Attitude with Players:  __Poor   __Fair   __Average   __ Above Average   __Excellent

Attitude with Officials:  __Poor   __Fair   __Average   __ Above Average   __Excellent

Attitude with Parents:  __Poor   __Fair   __Average   __ Above Average   __Excellent

I Would Recommend This Coach:  __Never   __Not Likely   __Possibly   __Likely   __Always 

Additional Comments Regarding This Coach:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Overall experience with EYO Soccer:  __Bad   __Poor   __Average   __Pleasant   __Wonderful

What I liked least/What I would like to see changed:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

What I liked best/Ideas for improvements:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Additional Comments Regarding the Soccer Program at EYO or EYO in General:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
How did you find out about EYO Soccer:  
__ School Flyer    __ Library Flyer  __ Roadside Sign


__ Friend or Family  __ Sign at Rockburn Park  __ EYO Member  __ EYO website  __ Newspaper


__ Other (please specify) __________________________________________________________

Email the completed form as an attachment to eyosoccer@verizon.net or eyosoccer@yahoo.com or 

Mail to:
Bill Sanders

6376 Greenfield Road

Elkridge, MD 21075
EYO is hosting the Knights of Columbus

2011 Soccer Shoot Out
[image: image3.wmf]
FUN * EXCITEMENT * COMPETITION

This event is open to anyone who has registered for EYO 2011 Fall Soccer in the U6 through U19 leagues.  There is no charge to register or to participate in this event.  But you must register in order to participate.  To register send an email to eyosoccer@yahoo.com with your registered name, date of birth, EYO League (U7, U9, etc), Team # (or Coach Name, or Color), Parent/Guardian Name and your Phone Number.

Our players will have the opportunity to test their skills in three events:

Long Kick:
Each player will kick the ball in the air as far as they can along a straight line.  They will get three tries and the best try will be scored.  The score is computed by measuring the distance that the ball travels in the air and then subtracting the distance that the ball is off of the line.  For example if the player kicks the ball 20 feet and it lands 3 feet off of the line then the score is 20-3=17.
Throw In:
Each player will do three normal soccer throws in the air as far as they can along a straight line.  The best throw will be scored by measuring the distance that the ball travels in the air and then subtracting the distance that the ball is off of the line.  For example if the player throws the ball 15 feet and it lands 2 feet off of the line then the score is 15-2=13.
Goal Kick:
Each player will take 5 shots at the goal from the penalty line (12 feet out).  The goal will have the top and bottom corners roped off to create areas with a higher score.  If the ball is kicked in the main part of the goal the player will get 5 points.  If it is kicked in either of the bottom corners they will get 10 points.  If it is kicked in the top corners of the goal they will get 20 points.

The three scores from the each of the parts will be added together to come up with the player’s total score.  The top three top two boys and top two girls scorers in each age group will get a medal.

For more information contact the EYO Soccer Commissioner at eyosoccer@yahoo.com

Document Amendment Process

The operation and management of the Soccer program should match this document.  When actual practices no longer match this document either the practices need to change to conform to the document or the document needs to change to reflect the actual practices.  All changes to this document, with the exception of the appendix, are to be made by the Soccer Committee and approved by the Board of Directors.  Changes to the rules for a particular league may be made by the League Coordinator with the approval of the Soccer Commissioner.  All Changes are to be documented in the Document Revision History section of this document.  The EYO Board of Directors may also amend this manual at any formal board meeting.

Document Revision History

This page includes the history of changes made to this document.  All entries should include the new Revision number, Date the changes were made, Who made the changes, and a Brief description with page numbers.  Typically a change in the major revision number (to the left of the decimal) occurs only when substantial changes have been made such as the addition or removal of a section.  Changes such as playing field size or minor rule changes will result in an increment of the minor revision number (to the right of the decimal).  Corrections to grammar or spelling or minor rewording for clarity do not need to be entered here.

Revision 1.0
August 21, 2007


Approved and posted to website.

Revision 1.1
October 15, 2007

Financial Issues section added under Travel Information, Code of Conduct revision, Disciplining Coaches added under Coaching Requirements revised.  Blast clinic split for players and coaches.

Revision 1.2
January 15, 2008

Modified spring timeline to allow for earlier opening of registration.

Revision 1.3

May 5, 2008


Added U6 and U8 leagues.

Revision 1.4

January 9, 2009

Moved Travel Soccer philosophy under Philosophy.  Code of Conduct, Registration, Commissioner/ Coordinator/Coach requirements sections revised.  Changes to U14 and U18 Skills Taught, EYO Cup Team Formation, Knight of Columbus & Baltimore Blast Clinic contact info, and Volunteer Positions.
Revision 2.0

December 10, 2009


Clarification of existing policies and terminology.
Revision 2.1

February 10, 2011


Update of League rules & new age groups.

Revision 2.2

May 20, 2012


Clarification of existing policies and terminology.
EYO Board of Directors








Soccer Commissioner











Referee Coordinator











Travel Coordinator











U13\U14


Coordinator











U11 Coordinator











U8


Coordinator











U6 Coordinator











Referee Assignor *











Travel Coach











U13/U14 Coach











U11 Coach











U8


Coach











U6


Coach











Referee














Saturday, October 22nd, 2011 from 1:30 to 3:30PM





Rockburn Park fields 9 & 10





Fee: $0 – free – no charge





Participation gift for all players





Medals for top three in each age group





Players MUST register





U18/U19


Coordinator











U18/U19 Coach











U7


Coordinator











U9


Coordinator











U7 Coach











U8


Coach











U16


Coordinator











U16 Coach
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