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Introduction

This manual is intended to provide the Baseball Commissioner, League Coordinators, Coaches, Players, and Parents with information regarding the policies and procedures of the organization in regards to the operation of the baseball program at The Elkridge Youth Organization (EYO).  The information contained in this document does not reflect all organizational policies.  Any external document referred to within this manual may or may not be governed by the baseball committee and may be subject to changes beyond the control of the baseball committee.  Please see the Document Amendment Process and Document Revision History for the processes involved in changing this document.
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EYO Baseball Philosophy

Established in 1957, the Elkridge Youth Organization provides the youth in the community with a nurturing environment to enrich their lives by playing organized sports.

The foundation of the Elkridge Youth Organization has always been about good sportsmanship.  Good sportsmanship is viewed by the Elkridge Youth Organization as a commitment to fair play, ethical behavior, and integrity.  In perception and in practice, sportsmanship is defined as those qualities, which are characterized by generosity, responsible behavior, and genuine concern for others.  The ideals of sportsmanship apply equally to all sports.  Individuals, regardless of their role in activities, are expected to be aware of their influence on the behavior of others and model good sportsmanship.

EYO Baseball is a recreational program with an emphasis on skill development, exercise and fun! Our program accommodates children ages 4-18. Our games are typically held at Rockburn Branch Park or Elkridge elementary schools.  Practice days and times are determined by field availability and coach’s preference.

Travel Baseball Philosophy

EYO wishes to meet the needs of all youth in the community.  Accordingly, in addition to recreation leagues, EYO may provide opportunities for select talented players to participate in travel team programs.  The league recognizes the unique contributions made by these teams to the overall quality and image of the Elkridge Youth Organization. 

The primary goal of travel baseball is to develop the knowledge and abilities of its players within a higher skilled environment that enables them to compete at the highest possible level.  However, while striving for this goal, coaches must never place the desire to win a game above sportsmanship or the development of the individual player. In addition, coaches, players, and parents must understand that travel team participation is a major commitment of time, energy, and personal expense.

There will be only one full-time travel team per single age. Part time (Sunday only) travel teams may be formed with the approval of the Baseball Commissioner and within the guidelines set in the recreational league policy.

Travel teams are the representative of EYO in the leagues and tournaments in which they play.  The travel team head coach should make the Deputy Commissioner of Travel Baseball aware of the leagues and tournaments in which they participate.  The Deputy Commissioner of Travel Baseball will approve involvement in new leagues.

Mission Statement

The Elkridge Youth Organization Baseball League is dedicated to providing a safe, positive experience for players of all skill levels.  Within the recreational baseball program, coaches are mandated to afford significant playing time to all players, regardless of their ability.  We will rely on the contributions of our coaches, parents, and organizational leaders to create a place where kids can experience the game of baseball in a safe, constructive, and fun environment.   

Code of Conduct

Expected behavior of parents, coaches and spectators includes respecting decisions made by umpires, and being an exemplary role model by positively supporting teams, respecting fans, coaches, umpires and participants. Unacceptable behavior includes, but is not limited to, booing or heckling an umpire’s decision; criticizing umpires in any way; displays of temper with an umpire’s call; yelling or making statements that antagonize opponents; blaming loss of game on umpires, coaches, or participants and the use of profanity or displays of anger that draw attention from the game or practice.

Any conversation between a coach/parent/umpire/player should be discussed in a non-threatening manner, or the discussion should be immediately terminated and should be continued with the League Coordinator.

All conduct issues regarding officials, players or parents, regardless of which team they represent, should be brought to the attention of the coach.

Under no circumstances should a parent or spectator enter the field of play to confront an umpire, opposing coach or player, or an opposing team’s parent.  All game-related interaction with the opposing team should be conducted by the head coach, or one of the assistant coaches.

If, during the course of a game, a player, coach, or parent is ejected from the game by an umpire or league official for unsportsmanlike conduct, that player, coach, or parent will serve a one-game suspension.  The one-game suspension will prohibit that player, coach, or parent from participation in the next game for that team.  There are no circumstances under which this policy will be altered or changed (including post-season tournaments and playoffs).

For the purposes of a suspended player, parent, spectator, or coach, participation is defined as being within 200 yards of the field of play.

Any ejection must be part of an incident report that will be submitted to the League Coordinator and Baseball Commissioner for review.  If the circumstances are deemed to be of a more serious nature, the Baseball Commissioner may refer the matter to the Baseball Committee for further review and disciplinary action.

A second ejection of the same player, coach, or parent (regardless of the season in which it occurs) will result in a two-game suspension and automatic review by the Baseball Committee.  The two-game suspension will be served during the next two games in which that team participates.  There are no circumstances under which this policy will be altered or changed (including post-season tournaments and playoffs).  If there are no scheduled games to be played, the suspension will be served at the resumption of the following season.  The League Coordinator will assign the suspended games.

A third ejection (regardless of the season in which it occurs) will immediately and permanently remove this player, coach, or parent from participation in EYO Baseball.  If the player, coach or parent disputes this ruling then they may appeal to the  EYO Board of Directors.

Any conduct by a parent, player, or coach, that is deemed to be in violation of the EYO Code of Ethics and/or Code of Conduct– regardless of whether the conduct resulted in a game ejection – can be made part of an incident report and presented to the League Coordinator for review.  The League Coordinator will present the information to the Baseball Committee as soon as practicable.   

If a player, parent, or spectator is the focus of an incident, the incident report will be completed by the head coach and submitted to the League Coordinator.  The League Coordinator will present the report to the Baseball Committee for review.

If a coach is the focus of an incident, the Incident Report will be completed by both the coach and the League Coordinator.  The League Coordinator’s report should include information gathered from third party sources (if available).  The League Coordinator will present both reports to the Baseball Committee for review.

Any person who is the focus of an incident report, shall have the right to speak in front of the Baseball Committee prior to any disciplinary action taken.  

The penalties for unsportsmanlike conduct and violations of the EYO Code of Ethics – regardless of whether the conduct resulted in a game ejection – shall be at the sole discretion of the Baseball Committee., and will be consistent with the overall mission of EYO Baseball.

Penalties handed down by the Baseball Committee can be appealed to the EYO Board of Directors.  This appeal must be made within seven (7) days of the communication of the penalties.

Baseball Committee

The Baseball Committee is charged with planning and overseeing the baseball program.  The Baseball Commissioner serves as chairman of the committee and its members are the league Coordinators and up to three (3) other EYO baseball members who serve at the pleasure of the Baseball Commissioner.  The committee will determine program policies and procedures, and will serve the EYO baseball program to help set its direction, clarify and interpret procedure, and provide feedback on issues that present themselves within the organization.  Its purpose is to provide a broad-based sounding board for critical decisions within the EYO baseball program and to guide and assist the program in the following areas:

Approval of Coaches

Code of Conduct and Incident Reports

Disciplinary Action

On-field Incidents

General Baseball Operations

Registration

Registration will be open at least 2 to 4 months prior to the start of the season.  Registrations will be accepted for each league until that league is determined to be closed by the Baseball Commissioner and League Coordinators.  Registration may be closed at any time by the League Coordinator or Baseball Commissioner if the league is full or regular registration has ended. In the event that registration is closed additional players may be added to the waiting list by emailing the League Coordinator at the email address on the appropriate league page on the EYO website. Players on the waitlist are NOT considered registered and are not guaranteed to play. In the event that there is a cancellation or a registered player fails to show up, a player on the waitlist will be contacted and offered the open spot. If sufficient players are added to the waitlist AND additional coaches can be recruited, there is a POSSIBILITY that additional teams may be added. As EYO is an all-volunteer organization, we cannot offer additional teams unless we have volunteers to coach those teams.  Any payments received for players on the waiting list who were not placed on a team will be refunded.  

No player is considered to be registered in an EYO program until all fees for that player in the specific program are paid in full.  No child will be permitted to practice or play until all registration fees have been paid in full.  This includes both travel and in house teams.  The fall and spring seasons are considered separate seasons.  If a team fails to register all its players, that team will not be allocated fields until such time as the League Coordinator verifies that the team is fully registered.

Registration will be made available through our website.  Age determination for all Baseball leagues is his/her age as of May 1st prior to the start of the season.  

Falsifying a birth date while registering a child to participate in any league within the baseball program (recreation or travel) may result in the immediate removal of the child from the baseball program for the season.  No refund will be given for any such removals.  Any other person making improper changes to birth dates within EYO’s software will result in an incident report being filed by the Baseball Commissioner and presented to the Baseball Committee.

From time to time EYO may offer early registration discounts or may assess additional fees for late registrations.  EYO, solely at its discretion, may choose to offer or discontinue these practices for each season independent of any prior or future season.  These discounts and fees are not negotiable and are strictly based on date of registration.  

Refunds and Credits

Registration fees are strictly non-refundable, except in the cases where: (1) a player moves out of the area prior to the first game of the season, (2) a player is not able to be placed on a team by EYO because all of the teams in their league are full, or (3) an injury or medical condition prevents a player from beginning the season. 

EYO may offer a partial refund to a player who has been injured during the first half of the season.  This refund will be handled on a prorated basis AFTER the cost of uniforms, insurance, and other upfront costs have been subtracted from the registration fee.

NOTE: EYO will not refund registration fees of children who have been successfully placed on a team but no parent will volunteer to coach. The success of EYO, as well as other youth sports organizations, depends on an adequate level of parent participation.  

All refunds will be assessed a $15 administrative fee to offset registration costs.  If a uniform has been distributed to the player, then an additional fee will be assessed to cover the cost of the uniform.

Scholarships

Eligibility

The criteria needed to qualify for a full or partial baseball scholarship is a free or reduced school lunch, referral from a social worker, or recommendation by a school administrator.  The applicant must also be a resident of Howard County, Maryland.

Application

To apply for a scholarship the interested party must contact the Baseball Commissioner and meet one of the above requirements.  Qualified applicants are referred to Treasurer for approval.  Applicants who do not fully meet the above requirements may be referred to the EYO Board of Directors for review on a case-by-case basis.  

Limitations

EYO reserves the right to limit the number of scholarships available to each sport for each season.  EYO is not required to offer the same number of scholarships for each sport or to offer the same number of scholarships for a given sport in subsequent seasons.  There is no guarantee that EYO will offer scholarships to all applicants from a given family even if one or more family members are awarded scholarships.  EYO also reserves the right to award scholarships based on additional criteria determined by the EYO Board of Directors.  These criteria may include financial need, athletic ability, or selection by age or gender based on available spots in particular leagues within each sport.  EYO will make every effort to award scholarships without regard to race, religion, creed, or color.  EYO reserves the right to deny a scholarship if an alternate scholarship or grant is available from another source or agency. 

Large Families

EYO will allow the youngest child in a family to play for free when there are four or more children registered for a season.  The seasons are Spring (baseball/softball/soccer), Fall (soccer/baseball/softball), and Winter (basketball).  This discount is not automatically granted, and must be applied for by the family.  A new application must be submitted for approval for each season that the family wishes to receive the discount.  If any children are registered for more than one sport, the discount for the second registration for the youngest family member will only be given if all other children are registered for a second sport in a given season.

Selecting Coaches

See below for Coach’s Requirements.  

The League Coordinator is responsible for confirming the returning head coaches and assistant coaches, and for recruiting new coaches necessary to run the league.  The League Coordinator will submit a list of the names for approval by the Baseball Committee prior to notifying coaches of their positions and before the start of any activity relative to the baseball season.  In order for a coach to be approved, he/she must obtain 50% or better approval from the Baseball Committee members who participated in the approval vote.  Anyone interested in serving as a coach should contact the appropriate League Coordinator.

Team Formation

All EYO Recreational Baseball teams are formed with the goal of having evenly matched teams in each league.  Every effort is made to assign a relatively equal number of players to each team at the various age groups and skill levels.  The recreational nature of the program allows the League Coordinator to honor almost all requests for a given coach and desired teammates.  It is the objective of these leagues to accommodate as many parental requests as possible, while still maintaining fairly matched teams within each league.  In the event that one or more parental requests will cause issues with competitiveness or team composition (ie too many children on one team), these requests may cause a group to be split, and the children placed on other teams.

Ages 4 - 7:  Players must play in the league corresponding to their date of birth.  However, exceptions to this policy may be presented to the League Coordinator of the league in which the player is petitioning to play.  Parents and/or coaches may make this petition prior to the beginning of the season.  An exception to allow a player to play up should be made for a player with truly exceptional skill level (both at the plate and in the field), and should not be based on any other criteria.  The League Coordinator's decision is final.  This position is taken by the organization to allow younger players the opportunity to have fun playing baseball within their appropriate skill group.

Ages 8 & Up: Players must play in the league corresponding to their date of birth. Players may play down in the next younger age league if they are within a year of that age group and it is determined by the League Coordinator that this would be beneficial to the player’s development. Players wishing to play up must be able to achieve a total evaluation rating in the top 50% of all players being evaluated in the higher age league in which the player would like to play.  

Age determination for Baseball is the player’s age as of May 1st of the applicable baseball year.

Field Usage

The Baseball Commissioner will assign an individual to handle field allocation (Field Coordinator).  The Field Coordinator will determine field usage for both practices and games.  Game schedules, with field designations, will be posted under the schedules tab on the EYO website.  Field changes may only be made with the prior approval of the Field Coordinator.

Any makeup games should be scheduled in conjunction with the Field Coordinator, League Coordinator and Umpire Commissioner, if applicable, to ensure field and umpire availability.

Fields will be open or closed as designated by the Howard County Board of Education and the Recreation and Parks Inclement Weather Hot Lines.  No exceptions to these designations are to occur.  It is the umpire’s discretion which will determine suspension or cancellation of a game in progress due to inclement weather or lightning as prescribed in the Lightning / Inclement Weather Guidelines (see Appendix).

Under no circumstances shall the use of alcoholic beverages be permitted on the playing field, benches, or bleachers during playing of any game by anyone including spectators.  The use of tobacco in any form is also prohibited on the playing field, benches, or bleachers.

Pets are not allowed on the fields.

No vehicles shall be driven on fields or off of the roads or parking lots. Parking by coaches, players and parents must be in designated parking areas.

The inclement weather number for Rockburn Branch Park and Waterloo is 410-313-4455.  The number for the public school fields is 410-313-6827.  A message regarding field closure may also be posted on the EYO website at www.eyosports.org.

Insurance Policy

The insurance policy for The Elkridge Youth Organization, Inc. only covers players who are officially registered to play for the current season with EYO.  Any player who is not registered is not covered by the insurance policy and is not the responsibility of EYO.  Let it be stated clearly that any player who is not registered should not be invited to participate in any official EYO events including, but not limited to, practices and games.  Any unregistered child who is injured in violation of this policy will be the sole responsibility of the parent or legal guardian of the child.  All liability, whether legal or monetary, for any such injury will be directed solely at the parent or legal guardian of the child.

 Baseball Commissioner Requirements

The Baseball Commissioner will be responsible for all aspects of the baseball program (travel and recreational).  The Commissioner will work with the Baseball Committee in planning and managing the program.  The Commissioner will appoint both the Deputy Recreational Commissioner and the Deputy Travel Commissioner.

Eligibility

Anyone 18 years of age or older may be appointed as Baseball Commissioner.

Field Permits

The commissioner will submit requests for field permits to the Vice President.

Other Responsibilities

Chairman of the baseball committee.

Assigns a Field Coordinator responsible for field allocation.

Gathers, gives feedback, and approves seasonal baseball budgets for travel and recreational baseball.

Works with the board of directors to select a photographer for team pictures.

Works with the Treasurer in reviewing scholarship requests.

Cultivating and maintaining partnerships with suppliers.

Advertising and publicity for the program.

Mediating disputes.

Maintenance of the baseball website.

Verifying that all registered players have paid prior to first game.
The Baseball Commissioner may choose to assume the duties of one or both of the following positions while leaving the position vacant: Deputy Travel Commissioner and/or Deputy Recreational Baseball Commissioner.

Deputy Recreational Baseball Commissioner Requirements

The Deputy Recreational Baseball Commissioner will be responsible for all aspects of the recreational baseball program.  The Deputy Recreational Commissioner will work with the Baseball Committee in planning and managing the recreational baseball program.

Eligibility

Anyone 18 years of age or older may be appointed by the Baseball Commissioner.

Equipment

The Deputy Recreational Baseball Commissioner will work with the Equipment Coordinator to inventory equipment at the end of each season or prior to the start of the upcoming season and order replacements for any worn out or damaged equipment.  All equipment must be inspected for safety and usability.  

Uniforms

The Deputy Recreational Baseball Commissioner will work with the Uniform Coordinator to assist in uniform selection and purchase for the season

Awards

The Deputy Recreational Baseball Commissioner will select the style of award to be given to participants at the end of the season. Trophies are best ordered locally to avoid damage during shipping and even then an ample supply of extra trophies should be ordered to account for breakage.  Lead-time for awards is approximately four weeks but may vary with each supplier.

Other Responsibilities

Member of the baseball committee.

Appoints League Coordinators.

Oversees league schedules.

Submits seasonal budgets to the Baseball Commissioner for feedback and approval.

Works with the Treasurer in reviewing scholarship requests.

Cultivating and maintaining partnerships with suppliers.

Advertising and publicity for the program.

Mediating disputes.

Maintenance of the baseball website.

Verifying that all registered players have paid prior to first game.
Deputy Travel Baseball Commissioner Requirements

The Deputy Travel Baseball Commissioner will be responsible for all aspects of the Travel baseball program.  The Deputy Travel Commissioner will work with the Baseball Committee in planning and managing the Travel baseball program.

Eligibility

Anyone 18 years of age or older may be appointed by the Baseball Commissioner.

Equipment

The Deputy Travel Baseball Commissioner will assist travel baseball coaches with the selection and purchase of baseball equipment.  Each individual Team is responsible for their own equipment.  

Uniforms

The Deputy Travel Baseball Commissioner will work travel baseball coaches to assist in uniform selection and purchase for the season

Other Responsibilities

Member of the baseball committee.

Oversees league schedules and field allocation for travel baseball.

Works with other travel coaches to set seasonal budgets.

Cultivating and maintaining partnerships with suppliers.

Advertising and publicity for the program.

Mediating disputes.

Maintenance of the travel baseball website.

Verifying that all registered players have paid prior to first game.
League Coordinator Requirements

The League Coordinator duties consist of forming teams and distributing uniforms and equipment at the start of the season and collecting equipment and handing out awards at the end of the season.  During the season the League Coordinator acts as the liaison between the Coaches and the Commissioner.

Eligibility

Anyone 18 years of age or older may serve as a League Coordinator.

Coaches

The League Coordinators will recruit the coaches required for their league.  During the season the League Coordinators will communicate with the coaches and handle any disputes before they get to the commissioner.  The League Coordinator may also choose to have a coaches meeting prior to the start of the season for the purpose of reviewing rules, policies, and procedures.

Forming Teams

The League Coordinators will form the teams within their league.  The League Coordinator in the T-Ball, Novice, and Rookie Leagues handle this process.  In all other leagues, a draft will take place involving all coaches in the league.

Schedules

The League Coordinator will prepare the game schedules for their respective league.

Team Pictures

The League Coordinators will be responsible for distributing the picture order forms to each of the coaches in their league prior to the scheduled team picture day.  On the day when team pictures are taken the League Coordinator should be present to help organize the teams and to keep the process efficient and on schedule.  When pictures are received from the photographer the League Coordinators will sort them into teams and distributing them to the team coaches.  The baseball commissioner will prepare the picture schedule.

Uniforms

The League Coordinators will be responsible for distributing the uniforms to each of the coaches in their league prior to the first games of the season.  

Awards

The League Coordinators will be responsible for distributing the awards to each of the coaches in their league at the end of the season. 

Coaching Requirements

Eligibility

All coaches must be 18 years of age or older.

Background Check

All coaches are required to have an active, approved background check.  If the coach does not have a valid background check they may request one through EYO free of charge.  Regardless of whether or not a background check has been performed for a coach in another organization/sport, a separate background check will be required by EYO.  Background checks last a maximum of 3 years.
Certification

All coaches are required to have ASEP certification or an equivalent approved by EYO.  If the coach does not have a valid certification they may request one through EYO free of charge.  Waivers for this certification may be granted for up to one year, subject to approval from the Baseball Commissioner.  Other training programs will be reviewed by the EYO Board of Directors to provide coaches with additional skills and techniques.  Coaches of travel teams may be required to obtain additional certification as required by the particular travel association.  

Selection Process

The League Coordinator is responsible for confirming the returning Head and Assistant coaches, and for recruiting new coaches necessary to run the league.  The League Coordinator will submit a list of the names for approval by the Baseball Committee prior to notifying coaches of their positions and before the start of any activity relative to the baseball season.     In order for a coach to be approved, he/she must obtain 50% or better approval from the Baseball Committee members who participated in the approval vote.   Anyone interested in serving as a coach should contact the appropriate League Coordinator.

Reporting Injuries & Incidents

Each team’s head coach shall report to the League Coordinator within forty-eight hours all serious injuries, incidents, violations of EYO Code of Conduct (by parents, players, spectators, or coaches), or actions that are inconsistent with the philosophy of the EYO Program.  Coaches will have to exercise their judgment to decide whether an incident rises to a level that must be reported.  If so, the incident must be reported in writing and delivered to the League Coordinator as soon as practicable.  The League Coordinator will be responsible to forward the information to the Baseball Commissioner and Baseball Committee for filing.  (see “Code of Conduct” section for more details)

Examples of incidents are:

· Any ejection of any player, coach, or spectator from any game.

· Any incident of fighting regardless of the perpetrator of the fight.

· Any incident of foul language and unsportsmanlike conduct that results in a warning from an official.

Examples of consequences for violations of the EYO Code of Conduct include:

· Field Ejection – A player, coach, or spectator is required to leave the playing area and prevented to further communicate with the team while the game is in play.

· Field Suspension – A player, coach, or spectator is required to refrain from attending EYO-sponsored activities for a specified period of time.

· Program Ban – A player, coach, or spectator is required to refrain from attending EYO-sponsored activities indefinitely.  This consequence may be applied on a sport-by-sport basis.

If property is damaged or destroyed, disciplinary action may include restitution to all party(ies) harmed.  In all cases, a written apology may be required by EYO as a condition for reinstatement.

Any injury should be documented on the EYO Injury Report found at the end of the Policies & Procedures.  Any incident should be reported on the EYO Field Incident Report also found at the end of the Policies & Procedures.  Copies of these reports must be sent to the Baseball Commissioner.

Coaching Commitment

All coaches must make a commitment to attend most games and practices.  The coach should miss very few practices.  The coach should plan to attend all games.  In the event that a coach cannot make it to a game or practice they must arrange with an assistant coach to manage the team during that time.  If a coach frequently misses practices and games they may be subject to removal by the Commissioner solely at the discretion of the Commissioner. 

Disciplining Coaches

If a coach is part of an incident report that requires the involvement of the Baseball Committee as outlined in the Code of Conduct section of this policy guide, and is found to have violated the EYO Code of Conduct or has acted in such a way as to contradict the EYO Mission Statement, the coach is subject to the disciplinary action recommended by the Baseball Committee.  The coach may accept the disciplinary action, or request – in writing – an appeal to the EYO Board of Directors.  The EYO Board of Directors will review appeals at its next scheduled meeting and determine final course of action for the affected coach.  Coaches with a history of disciplinary actions will not be allowed to coach.

Replacing Coaches

In the event that a coach resigns their position or they are removed from their position the Commissioner may appoint another qualified coach to manage the team.

Umpire Coordinator Requirements 

The Umpire Coordinator duties consist of developing a Umpire assignment schedule at the start of the season.  During the season the Coordinator acts as the liaison between the Umpires and the commissioner.

Eligibility

Anyone 18 years of age or older may serve as a League Coordinator.

Umpire Schedules

The Umpire Coordinator will assign the Umpire schedules for each league.

Payroll

The Umpire Coordinator will record payroll hours for each Umpire and submit it to the treasurer after every two weeks of play.

Misconduct Reports

The Umpire Coordinator will view misconduct reports submitted by the Umpires after every day of play and take appropriate action.

Meeting

The Umpire Coordinator will hold meetings and in-service clinics with the Umpires to go over changes in policy and discuss issues.

Umpires

Umpires are paid employees of the organization for which they work.  EYO may work with several umpire organizations during the course of the season.  A Director of Umpires is responsible for working with these organizations to provide umpires for each game.  In the event that umpires don’t show for a game, a parent/coach will be asked to volunteer and may receive compensation for their effort. Umpires are often placed in a controversial position while making calls during a game. The Director of Umpires will decide, in consultation with the League Coordinator and Baseball Committee, on actions required due to coach complaints.

Equipment Coordinator Requirements

The Equipment Coordinator duties consist of the acquisition, maintenance, storage, and accounting of EYO Baseball equipment for all EYO baseball recreational leagues.  

Eligibility

Anyone 18 years of age or older may serve as a Equipment Coordinator.

Vendors

The Equipment Coordinator will determine the best vendors for EYO baseball.  These vendors are to be reliable, professional, and cost-efficient.  It is the responsibility of the Equipment Coordinator to establish and maintain these relationships.

Equipment Distribution

The Equipment Coordinator is responsible for the distribution of each team’s equipment prior to the start of the season and full accounting for equipment at the end of the season.  It is up to the Equipment Coordinator to establish the best way to track and maintain equipment inventory.

Field Equipment

The Equipment Coordinator is responsible for the inventory in the various field joboxes.  This includes main supply and replacement of field liner at the field level.  The Equipment Coordinator should also make certain that bases are in good condition and available for games. 

Uniform Coordinator Requirements

The Uniform Coordinator duties consist of the selection, acquisition, and accounting of EYO Baseball uniforms, hats, socks, belts, etc for all EYO baseball recreational leagues.  

Eligibility

Anyone 18 years of age or older may serve as a Uniform Coordinator.

Vendors

The Uniform Coordinator will determine the best vendors for EYO baseball.  These vendors are to be reliable, professional, and cost-efficient.  It is the responsibility of the Uniform Coordinator to establish and maintain these relationships.

The Uniform Coordinator should work with the Deputy Recreational Commissioner and League Coordinators to determine the correct number of teams and uniforms to order for each league.

Uniform Distribution

The Uniform Coordinator is responsible for the distribution of each team’s uniforms prior to the start of the season and full accounting for extra/left over uniform inventory.  It is up to the Uniform Coordinator to establish the best way to track uniform inventory (if it exists) and to minimize uniform costs by utilizing this inventory in future seasons.

Field Coordinator Requirements

The Field Coordinator duties consist of the scheduling of fields for each of the recreational baseball leagues and to work in conjunction with the other seasonal leagues (ie softball and travel baseball) to ensure an equitable distribution of fields.

Eligibility

Anyone 18 years of age or older may serve as a Field Coordinator.

Field Distribution

The Field Coordinator is responsible for the distribution of all fields prior to the start of the season.  It is up to the Field Coordinator to establish the best way to track and maintain Field inventory.

Make Up Games

The Field Coordinator will establish protocol to deal with rescheduled games due to cancellations, rainouts, or other reasons.  The games should be rescheduled with the input of the Head Coaches, League Coordinators, and if applicable, Deputy Commissioners.
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Players Code of Ethics

I hereby pledge to provide a positive attitude and be responsible for my participation in youth sports by following this code of ethics.

· I will  act in a manner that displays good sportsmanship toward other players, coaches, officials, and parents at every game and practice.

· I will not use foul language while in attendance at a youth sports event.

· I will attend every practice and game that is reasonably possible and will notify my coach if I cannot.

· I will do my best to listen and learn from my coaches.

· I will treat all coaches, teammates, opposing players, and officialswith respect regardless of race, sex, creed, or abilities and I will expect to be treated accordingly.

· I will help my coach in setting up the field and gathering equipment.

· I will take care of our equipment so that others might enjoy it.

· I will help in cleaning up the bench area after a game or practice.

· I will make sure no trash is left behind.

· I will always try to do my best.

· I will strive  to have fun during my sports experience and will alert my parents or coaches if it stops being FUN!

· I deserve to play in an alcohol, tobacco, and drug free environment and expect adults to respect that wish.

· I will encourage my parents to be involved with my team in some capacity because it’s important to me.

· I will do my very best in school.

· I will remember that sports are an opportunity to learn and have fun.

Tear or cut along above line and turn signed copy in to coach

I have read, and agree to follow, the Players Code of Ethics for the Elkridge Youth Organization, Inc.

_________________________________________





____________

Players Signature









Date
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Coaches Code of Ethics

I hereby pledge to provide positive support, care and encouragement for the children I am coaching in youth sports by following this code of ethics.

· I will encourage good sportsmanship by demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches, and officials at every game, practice, or other youth sports event.

· I will act in a manner that displays good sportsmanship, and I am responsible to ensure that my players coaches, parents, and spectators do the same.

· I will place the emotional and physical well-being of a child ahead of any personal desire to win.

· I will insist that we play in a safe and healthy environment.

· I will demand a drug, alcohol, and tobacco-free sports environment for the children, and agree to assist by refraining from their use at all youth sports events.

· I will not use foul language while in attendance at a youth sports event.

· I will remember that the game is for children and not adults.

· I will do my very best to make youth sports fun for the children.

· I will expect the children to treat other players, coaches, fans and officials with respect regardless of race, sex, creed or ability.

· I will always be available to discuss any issues with parents concerning their child in a private environment.

· I will encourage teamwork and camaraderie.

· I will continue to be a student of the game.

· I will always be fair and treat everyone equally when discipline is required.

· I will have organized and structured practices.

Tear or cut along above line and turn signed copy in to league coordinator

I have read, and agree to follow, the Coaches Code of Ethics for the Elkridge Youth Organization, Inc.

_________________________________________





____________

Coaches Signature









Date
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Parents Code of Ethics

I hereby pledge to provide positive support, care, and encouragement for my child participating in youth sports by following this code of ethics.

· I will encourage good sportsmanship by demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches, and officials at every game, practice, or other youth sports events.

· I will act in a manner that displays good sportsmanship.

· I will place the emotional and physical well-being of my child ahead of any personal desire to win.

· I will insist that my child play in a safe and healthy environment.

· I will provide support for coaches and officials working with my child to provide a positive, enjoyable experience for all.

· I will ensure that my child attends every practice and game that is reasonably possible, and will notify the coach if my child cannot attend.

· I will demand a drug, alcohol, and tobacco-free sports environment for my child and agree to assist by refraining from their use at all youth sports events.

· I will not use foul language while in attendance at a youth sports event.

· I will remember that the game is for children and not for adults.

· I will do my very best to make youth sports fun for my child.

· I will ask my child to treat other players, coaches, fans, and officials with respect regardless of race, sex, creed, or ability.

· I will always address any issues with my child’s coach in private.

· I will promise to help my child enjoy the youth sports experience within my personal constraints by assisting with coaching, being a respectful fan, providing transportation or whatever I am capable of doing.


















Tear or cut along above line and turn signed copy in to coach

I have read, and agree to follow, the Parents Code of Ethics for the Elkridge Youth Organization, Inc.

_________________________________________





____________

Parents Signature









Date
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Thunder and Lightning

Position Statement
Lightning / Inclement Weather Guidelines

** If thunder and/or lightning can be heard and/or seen, stop activity and seek protective shelter immediately. **

** In situations where thunder and /or lighting may or may not be present yet you feel your hair stand on end and skin tingle, immediately assume the following crouched position: Drop to your knees, place your hands/arms on your legs and lower your head. Do not lie flat. **

** In the event that either situation should occur, allow 30 minutes to pass after the last sound of thunder and/or lightning strike prior to resuming play. **

The National Weather Service has stated that lightning can strike up to a distance of 10 miles, with storms traveling at a speed exceeding 50 miles per hour. However, thunder can be heard only within a distance of 8 miles. Therefore, if you hear thunder and/or see lightning, you are in immediate danger and should seek protective shelter in an indoor facility at once! An indoor facility is recommended as the safest protective shelter. However, if an indoor facility is not available, an automobile or school bus is a relatively safe alternative. If neither of these is available, the following guidelines are recommended. Avoid standing under large trees and telephone poles. If the only alternative is a tree, choose a small tree in a wooded area that is not on a hill. As a last alternative, find a ravine or valley. In all instances outdoors, assume the aforementioned crouched position.  Avoid standing water and metal objects at all times (i.e., steering wheel, metal bleachers, metal cleats, umbrellas, etc.)  The most dangerous storms give little or no warning: thunder and lightning are not heard or seen.  Up to 40% of all lightning is not accompanied by thunder and 20-40% of thunder cannot be heard because of atmospheric disturbances, thus the term "silent killer." At times, the only natural forewarning that might precede a strike is feeling you hair standing on end and skin tingle. At this point, you are in imminent danger of being struck by lightning and should drop to the ground and assume the aforementioned crouched position immediately. Do not lie flat. Should a ground strike occur near you, lying flat increases the body's surface area that is exposed to the current traveling through the ground.

The National Weather Service recommends that 30 minutes should pass after the last sound of thunder is heard and/or lightning strike is seen before resuming play. This is sufficient time to allow the storm to pass and move out of lightning strike range.

A perilous misconception that it is possible to see lightning coming and have time to act before it strikes could prove to be fatal. In reality, the lightning that we see flashing is actually the return stroke flashing upward from the ground to the cloud, not downward. When you see the lightning strike, it already has hit. It is a fact that you will never see the bolt that hits you. If used immediately, the information provided can be used to minimize the risk of injury or death from lightning.
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Incident Report
Program/League __________________
Incident Date/Time ___________
Site _______________________

Reported by _______________________
Signature _______________________________
Date  ____________
Date Report Received by EYO Coordinator _______________                Umpire ____________________________

Names and Positions of Parties Involved

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Description of Incident (in detail; facts only. Include who/what/where/how, etc):

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Please indicate if any medical attention was required:

Injury Report Filed       Yes         No  
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Witness 1 Name ___________________________
Signature ________________________
Date  ____________

Witness 1 Address ____________________________________________________________ 
Phone ___________

Witness 2 Name ___________________________
Signature ________________________
Date  ____________

Witness 2 Address ____________________________________________________________ 
Phone ___________

Date Report given to Umpire/Referee/Sports Commissioner: _______________

Board Action Taken
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________


Injury Report
Program/League __________________
Injury Date/Time ____________
Site ____________________________

Reported by _______________________
Signature _______________________________
Date  ____________
Name of Injured Person _______________________________________________________
Approx. Age______

Name of Parent / Legal Guardian (If Applicable) ______________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________ City ____________________  State ____  Zip ______

Home Phone ____________________
Parent/Guardian Notified Date  _____________
Time ___________
Nature of accident / injury (in detail; facts only) ______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Injured area - circle all that apply:

Head
Scalp
Face
Ear
Nose
Eyes
Mouth
Teeth

Abdomen
Stomach
Chest
Ribs
Back
Neck
Throat 
Collar Bone

Shoulder 
Arm 
Elbow
Wrist 
Hand 
Fingers


Hip
Leg 
Knee 
Ankle 
Foot
Toes

Other __________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Person Taking Action _____________________________   Action Taken __________________________

Ambulance Called      Yes        No      Dr. Care       Yes        No        EMT Response       Yes         No                        

Other Information  _______________________________________________________________________________

Hospital / Medical Contact ________________________________________________________________________

Injured Person Signature ______________________________________________________
Date ____________

Witness 1 Name ___________________________
Signature ________________________
Date  ____________

Witness 1 Address ____________________________________________________________ 
Phone ___________

Witness 2 Name ___________________________
Signature ________________________
Date  ____________

Witness 2 Address ____________________________________________________________ 
Phone ___________

Witness 3 Name ___________________________
Signature ________________________
Date  ____________

Witness 3 Address ____________________________________________________________ 
Phone ___________


NOTICE, AUTHORIZATION AND RELEASE FOR THE PROCUREMENT

OF AN INVESTIGATIVE CONSUMER REPORT

I, the undersigned consumer, do hereby authorize​​ KROLL BACKGROUND AMERICA, INC. (“KROLL”) to procure an investigative report on me for purposes of my volunteer work with Elkridge Youth Organization.  I understand that this authorization and release shall be valid for subsequent investigative reports during my period of association with Elkridge Youth Organization for the purpose of investigating any incidents of misconduct or criminal activity for which I am alleged to have been involved during my association with Elkridge Youth Organization.

These above-mentioned reports may include, but are not limited to criminal and civil history/records; any other public record. 

I further authorize any person, business entity or governmental agency who may have information relevant to the above to disclose the same to Elkridge Youth Organization, including, but not limited to any and all courts, public agencies, law enforcement agencies, regardless of whether such person, business entity or governmental agency compiled the information itself or received it from other sources.

I understand that I am entitled to a complete and accurate disclosure of the nature and scope of any investigative report prepared by KROLL of which I am the subject upon my written request to KROLL, if such is made within a reasonable time after the date hereof.  I also understand that I may receive a written summary of my rights under 15 U.S.C. § 1681et. seq.

Further, I certify that the information contained on this Authorization/Release form is true and correct and that my association with Elkridge Youth Organization may be terminated based on any false, omitted, altered or fraudulent information. 

Signature:___________________________________________

Date:________________

IDENTIFYING INFORMATION FOR CONSUMER REPORTING AGENCY

Printed Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________





   First

         Middle
                             Last





Other Names Used (alias, maiden, nickname)______________________________________  Years Used______________ 

Current Address:____________________________________________________________________________________ 


                      Street /P. O. Box
      City
         State
Zip Code
County
                    Dates
 

Former Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________


                        Street /P. O. Box
      City
        State
 Zip Code
County                        Dates



Daytime Phone Number:  _______________​_ 

*Date of Birth: _________
*Gender_________

Last four digits of Social Security #_____________

Budget Requirements

All budgets must include estimates of expected revenue and projected expenses.  The revenue section should include the number of expected registrants for each season and the income that they would generate less the fees charged for online registration.  Revenue or expenses that pertain to a specific season should be notated as spring or fall.  One time, non-recurring, purchases should be placed in the appropriate section.  Sponsorship revenue projections should be based on prior season actual collections or letters of intent from the donors.  Award expenses are based on the practice of awarding trophies in the spring and no cost for awards in the fall.

Appendix

Budget Template

EYO Baseball Budget 


Projected Spring Registrants
999

Prior Spring Actual Registrants
999



Projected Fall Registrants 
999

Prior Fall Actual Registrants

999


Total Projected Registrants
999

Total Actual Registrants

999

Revenue

Registration

Early Registrants Spring


999



Revenue



55


  999 x 55



Less Fees



3


   -999 x 3 

Regular Registrants Spring


999



Revenue



65


  999 x 65



Less Fees



3


   -999 x 3

Late Registrants Spring


999



Revenue



80


  999 x 80



Less Fees



3


   -999 x 3


Sub Total Spring Revenue



      $9999

Early Registrants Fall



999



Revenue



55


  999 x 55



Less Fees



3


   -999 x 3

Regular Registrants Fall


999



Revenue



65


  999 x 65



Less Fees



3


   -999 x 3

Late Registrants Fall



999



Revenue



80


  999 x 80



Less Fees



3


   -999 x 3   



Sub Total Fall Revenue



      $9999



Total Registration Revenue


      $9999

Sponsors & Donations


Corporate General






       $999


Corporate Team






       $999


Individual General






       $999


Individual Team






       $999


Total Sponsor & Donations




     $9999

Fundraising


Fundraising Event A






     $9999


Fundraising Event B






     $9999


Total Fundraising Events




     $9999






Total Program Revenue

     $9999

Expenses

Awards


Spring Participation Awards


2.75


999 x 2.75


Spring Championship Trophies

3.25


  60 x 3.25


Shipping Charges






           $99


Home Run Derby Awards


6.25


999 x 6.25


All-Star Awards



3.25


  60 x 3.25


Other Awards




3.25


  12 x 3.25


Shipping Charges






           $99


Total Awards Expense




       $9999

Field Permits


Spring (10 + 1 weeks)






         9999


Fall (8 + 1 weeks)






         9999


Total Field Permits





       $9999

Field Maintenance


Field Liner







           999


Other field maintenance






   0


Total Field Maintenance




         $999

Umpire Fees


Spring All Games






         9999


Fall All Games






         9999


Total Umpires






       $9999

Equipment


Large Purchase Items (listed individually)



        9999


Spring Baseballs






          999


Spring Equipment






          999


Spring Miscellaneous






          999


Spring Shipping Charges






99


Fall Baseballs







          999


Fall Equipment






          999


Fall Miscellaneous






          999


Fall Shipping Charges






            99


Total Equipment





      $9999

Scholarships


Spring Full




9


      9 x 99


Spring Partial




9


      9 x 99


Fall Full




9


      9 x 99

Fall Partial




9


      9 x 99


Total Scholarships





      $9999

Uniforms


Spring Uniforms



999


  999 x 99


Spring Staff Shirts



  99


    99 x 99


Fall Uniforms




999


  999 x 99


Fall Staff Shirts




  99


    99 x 99



Total Uniforms





      $9999

Other Expenses

Advertising (incl Flyers & Print Ads)




          999

Insurance







        9999

Training (incl Incentives for Coaches & Umpires)


          999

Publications & Printed Material (incl Copying Charges)

          999


Total Other Expenses





      $9999



Total Program Expenses


      $9999

Baseball Program Summary

Projected Revenue

 $99999

Projected Expenses

 $99999
Surplus/(Deficit) 


 $99999

Baseball Program Hierarchy













Sportspilot Reference

Setting up a Program


Go to the Administration page and click on Programs


Click on the Create New Program button


In the Program Name box enter a name that includes the sport, year, and season


Make sure that the box for Program is Active is checked


Set the Gender, Season, Program Type, and Year using the drop down boxes


Set All Registrations to Open and make sure that Individual is checked


Enter the actual season Start and End Dates NOT the registration dates


Enter the age range and as of date in the Eligibility box

Enter any pertinent notes in the notes box: “Season will run 8 weeks and will have games on Wednesday evening and Saturday morning.  Midweek practice at coach’s discretion.  All players must bring such and such to games and practices.”

Setting up Leagues

Go to the Administration page and click on Leagues


Click on the Create New League button


In the League Name box enter a name that describes the league (perhaps reference ages also)

If each league name starts with a sequential, two digit, number then leagues will always be displayed in order: 01 Tball (5-6), 02 Novice (6-7), etc.

Enter the actual season Start and End Dates NOT the registration dates

Type will typically be Clinic or Regular League, Competitive Level will usually be Recreational


Enter a description for the league: “Tball introduces young players to the basics of baseball.  Hitting, fielding, throwing, catching and running skills are emphasized. Games will be played on Thursday evenings and Saturday mornings.”

Make sure that the boxes for Registration Active and Individual Registration are checked


Enter the Start Date and End Date for REGULAR registration.

Make sure that the time in the start date is 12:00:00 AM and the time in the end date is 11:59:59 PM

Enter the Player fee for Regular Registration

Add any appropriate fee notes: “Please note there is a non refundable fee of $15 for any withdrawals from the program.”


Next click on the Eligibility tab


Be sure to check the box for Eligibility Verification otherwise the program will IGNORE all dates


Click the circle for Birth Date Range and enter in the Beginning and Ending Birth Dates


Check the Play-Up and Play-Down boxes if applicable and enter the number of years

Next click on the Advanced tab

Ignore the League Age and Playing League for Export boxes but be sure to set the Gender box

Set the Early Registration Start Date and End Date


These dates may NOT overlap with the Regular Registration Dates

Make sure that the time in the start date is 12:00:00 AM and the time in the end date is 11:59:59 PM

Enter the Early Registration Fee

Set the Late Registration Start Date and End Date


These dates may NOT overlap with the Regular Registration Dates

Make sure that the time in the start date is 12:00:00 AM and the time in the end date is 11:59:59 PM

Enter the Late Registration Fee

Ignore the Assign Draft, Prefix, and Number boxes

Ignore the Team Limit and Players per Team Limit boxes

In the Player Limit box you may enter a maximum number of players for this league if desired

If a maximum number of players is added then decide on the proper Automatic Player limit settings: Take no Action or Place in Waitlist (Accept Payment) 


If payment is accepted then a refund plan should be in place

Setting up Teams


Creating a Team


Go to the Registration page and select the proper program and league



Use standard structure: League + “Team” + Team # + Coach Name (Rookie Team 1 Smith).



On lower left put in the New Team Name using the standard structure.



Put in the coaches name on next line.



Click the Add a New Team button.


Adding Coaches



Under the coaches box on the left click the Add button.



If this is a returning coach then enter the last name and click search to select from list.



If this is a new coach then fill in the information by copying from the child.



If the birth date is not known then enter 1/1/1970 and contact the coach.



Click the Save and Check Out button when done.


Moving Coaches



Select the coach you wish to move by clicking on their name.



Under the coaches box on the left click the Move button.



On the next screen select the destination team on the right side by clicking the down arrow.

Once the correct team is on the right side click the Move button.



You may also move players on to the team at this time.



When all moves are done click the Finished button.


Removing Coaches



Click on the coach you wish to remove.



Under the coaches box on the left click the Remove button.


Moving Players

Select the player you wish to move by clicking on their name.



Under the player s box on the right click the Move button.



On the next screen select the destination team on the right side by clicking the down arrow.

Once the correct team is on the right side click the Move button.



You may also move players on to other teams at this time by selecting a new destination.



When all moves are done click the Finished button.



Players may also be moved between leagues using this function




Differences in fees will need to be resolved if this is done


Adding Players



Only if player has not yet registered.



Typically used after registration is closed to add from waitlist.



Under the player s box on the right click the Add button.



If this is a returning player then enter the last name and click search to select from list.



If this is a new player then fill in the information.



Click the Save and Check Out button when done.


Removing Players



May require that a refund be paid – be sure to coordinate with treasurer.

Click on the player you wish to remove.



Under the players box on the right click the Remove button.

Previously Used Vendors & Contact Information

Awards – Medals & Trophies

Nightmare Graphics

9005 A Red Branch Road

Columbia, MD  21045

410-772-9677

Contact: Sam Andelman

www.nightmaregraphics.com
sandelman@nightmaregraphics.com
Custom Awards & Sportswear, Inc.

7483 B & A Boulevard

Glen Burnie, MD 21061

Phone: 410-761-7925  

Fax: 410-766-2558

Contact: Mike Cromer

Field Availability


Rockburn Park

Field Permits


Howard County Board of Education


Howard County Recreation & Parks
Baseballs & Equipment

Anaconda Sports

www.anacondasports.com
Nuto Sports

www.softball-bats.org
Line Drive

www.linedrive.com
Uniforms

Nightmare Graphics

9005 A Red Branch Road

Columbia, MD  21045

410-772-9677

Contact: Sam Andelman

www.nightmaregraphics.com
sandelman@nightmaregraphics.com

Custom Awards & Sportswear, Inc.  

7483 B & A Boulevard

Glen Burnie, MD 21061

Phone: 410-761-7925  

Fax: 410-766-2558

Spring Season Timeline (Recreational)

October

Prepare letter for parents regarding registration (to be handed out at last game of fall season)

Set up registration on sportspilot

November

Send out reminder notice for registration

Request spring field permits from Board of Ed and Rec and Parks

December

Enjoy the holidays with your family.  This is the last you will see them for 7 months.

Send out reminder notice for registration

Set out signs for registration

January 

Update team Coach’s handbooks

Send out reminder for registration

Fund raiser planning

Establish budgets for each league and Travel team

February 

Draft assignment of fields/dates

Plan ASEP, First Aid Course and Clinics

Print team Coach’s handbooks

Plan Opening Day and secure activity, photographer and concession vendors

Inventory equipment

Order uniforms

Order Coach’s shirts

Order equipment

Order Cal Ripken patches

Select League Coordinators

Send out last reminder for registration

March 

Close registration by 3/15

Select teams based on number of registrants

Select and approve Coaches 

Prepare fields for spring season  (identify base anchors with metal detector)

Conduct ASEP

Conduct tryouts and draft 

Set master team rosters

Conduct coach’s pre-season meeting

Conduct coach’s training

League Coordinators set league schedule

Plan all-star dates, home run derby, and other promotional events (parade)

April 

Team practice begins

Opening day/night

Order participation awards and trophies

Order all-star pins

May 

EYO parade & celebration

Home run derby

Coach’s baseball game

June 

Distribute participation trophies to coaches

Conduct league playoffs

Choose Cal Ripken age group all-star teams

Choose league all-star teams

Hold Coaches picnic “End of Season” meeting

Collect equipment

Distribute fall ball registration forms (last game of season)

July 

Participate in post season tournaments

Reunite with family

Fall Baseball Timetable (Recreational)

May

Set fall recreational baseball budget

June

Prepare letter for parents regarding fall baseball

Open registration on sportspilot

Request fall field permits from Board of Ed and Rec and Parks

July

Send out reminder for registration

Inventory equipment

Order uniforms

Order Coach’s Shirts

Order equipment

August 

Recruit and approve League Coordinators and Head Coaches

Travel team tryouts (including Sunday only)

Set Travel Team budgets

Perform fall field maintenance 

Conduct fall baseball evaluations

Draft fall ball teams

September 

Distribute equipment

Begin fall ball season

October 

Fall regular season ends

Collect equipment after last game

EYO Baseball

Season Check List
___ Setup Baseball in SportsPilot (Oct/Jun) 
Date: ________ 

___ Email Opening (Nov/May)

Date: ________ 

___ Order Baseballs (Feb/July)

Date: ________
Supplier: __________________

___ Order Uniforms (Feb/July)

Date: ________ 
Supplier: __________________

___ Solicit Coaches (Feb/Aug) 

Date: ________

___ Form Teams (Feb/Aug)
 

Date: ________ 

___ Finalize Teams (Mar/Aug)

Date: ________ 

___ Email Rosters to Coaches (Mar/Aug) 
Date: ________ 

___ Create Game Schedule (Mar/Aug) 
Date: ________ 

___ Create Umpire Schedule (Mar/Aug)
Date: ________ 

___ Coaches Meeting (Mar/Aug)
 
Date: ________ 

___ Distribute Equipment (Mar/Aug) 
Date: ________ 

___ Email Families (Apr/Sep) 

Date: ________ 

___ Distribute Uniforms (Apr/Sep)
 
Date: ________ 

___ Order Awards (Apr)

 
Date: ________ 
Supplier: __________________

___ Form Post Season Teams (May)
 
Date: ________ 

___ Form All-Star Teams (Jun) 

Date: ________ 

___ Distribute Feedback Forms (Jun/Oct) 
Date: ________ 

___ Distribute Awards (Jun)


Date: ________ 

___ Collect Feedback Form (Jun/Oct)
Date: ________ 

___ Collect Equipment (Jun/Oct)

Date: ________ 

Recreational League Information

Rules

Baseball leagues for ages up to 12 years old will play Official Cal Ripken Baseball Rules, except as amended by the EYO League Baseball Commissioners and approved by the Baseball Committee in the Team Coach’s Handbook.  Baseball leagues for ages 13-years old and up will play Babe Ruth Baseball rules. 

The local rules for the individual leagues can be found in the appendix.

Player Eligibility & Requirements

Age determination for Baseball is May 1st of the applicable baseball year.  See individual leagues for eligible ages.

Playing Time

It is the general philosophy of EYO that each player placed onto a team will participate in all games in which that player is in uniform, unless that player is being disciplined by the coach for a specific team infraction.  In T-Ball, Novice, Rookie, Minor, and Major Leagues all players are expected to play at least 3 innings of defense for each 6-inning game in which his/her team participates, unless conditions shorten the length of the game.  

All players in uniform in the T-Ball, Novice, Rookie, Minor, and Major Leagues will be placed into the batting lineup.  In the older leagues, each player in uniform is expected to receive at least one plate appearance per 7-inning game.

Sunday-Only Travel

At its sole discretion, the EYO Baseball program may offer an opportunity for full-time recreational players to play baseball at a more competitive level.  Sunday-only travel teams may be formed to accommodate this objective.  

If a Sunday-only team is formed, the players on that team will be responsible for both the recreational and travel league fees, and other costs associated with Travel Baseball (ie, equipment, umpires, field usage, etc).

Player Equipment

It is expected that all participants will wear protective cups while playing games or practicing in the following leagues: Rookie, Minor, Major, Colt, Pony.  All participants playing the position of catcher – regardless of level – must wear a protective cup.  Any player in the Rookie, Minor, Major, Colt, or Pony league, or any player at any level playing catcher who is not wearing a protective cup will not be permitted to play that position.  It is up to the Head Coach to monitor and enforce this policy.

Rubber cleats are permitted for use in T-Ball, Novice, Rookie, Minors, and Majors.  Metal spikes may be worn in Colt and Pony leagues.

Uniform

Team uniforms (shirts) and hats are provided to T-Ball, Novice, and Rookie league players.  Team uniforms (shirts), hats, socks, and belts are provided to Minor, Major, Colt, and Pony league players.  Each player in the league must wear an official, approved uniform for the team on which he/she is playing.  Uniform shirts must be tucked in, and each player must wear the uniform in a manner which reflects a respect for the game.

Coach Duties

The coach is responsible for skill development, promoting good sportsmanship, and making the game enjoyable for the players on the team.  To achieve these objectives, it is expected that the coaches will be responsible for the following duties.

Before the season begins, the coach is responsible to read and understand the Baseball Policy Guide, attend all meetings conducted by the League Coordinator, contact all players on the roster, sign for equipment, and prepare for the season.  

During the season, the responsibilities of the coach include, but are not limited to: the distribution of the code of conduct documents to parents and players, review the equipment requirements for the players, check the safety of the equipment being used, provide reminders to parents and players about the need to hydrate during practices/games, and set expectations for parents and players regarding any absences during the season.

The coach should arrive at least 10 minutes prior to the start of each game/practice to setup and be ready when the players arrive.  The coach will lead the team in warm up exercises prior to the start of a practice or game. The coach can use discretion as to whether there is adequate time for additional drills to be performed prior to the practice/game.

For each game the coach should have prepared a starting lineup with at least the initial substitutions planned.  The coach will make every effort to afford all players a substantial amount of game time regardless of ability.  Each player should be encouraged to learn and play at least one infield and outfield position.

All coaches must make a commitment to attend most games and practices.  The coach should miss very few practices.  The coach should plan to attend all games.  In the event that a coach cannot make it to a game or practice they must arrange with an assistant coach to manage the team during that time.  If a coach frequently misses practices and games they may be subject to removal by the League Coordinator solely at the discretion of the League Coordinator. 

In the T-Ball, Novice, and Rookie Leagues parent volunteers approved by the coaches and the coaches themselves are permitted on the field of play as follows:  

T-Ball – parents and coaches are allowed on the field to assist with offense and defense.

Novice – coaches/parents are allowed on the field to assist with defense.  On offense, coaches/parents may be at 1st and 3rd base, as well as assist in making pitches to the batters.

Rookie – up to 2 coaches are allowed on the field to assist with defense, an additional coach/parent may help the catcher behind the plate.  On offense, coaches/parents may be at 1st and 3rd base, as well as assist in the operation of the pitching machine.

In the Minors, Majors, Colt, and Pony Leagues, players, coaches, and umpires only shall be permitted within the confines of the playing field just prior to and during games.  All players and coaches shall be on their benches or in the bullpen when the team is at bat, except for the batter, base runners, the player on-deck, and coaches at first and third base.  When the team is on defense, the coaches and reserve players shall be on their benches or in the bullpen.

Coaches of the team batting are permitted to be in the coaching boxes.  Coaches will be responsible for controlling themselves and their players.  Any display of unsportsmanlike conduct may result in banishment from the game and suspension from the League.  Swearing and the use of foul language shall be considered unsportsmanlike conduct.  Any unsportsmanlike conduct will be brought to the attention of the League Coordinators and will be acted on according to league policy.

Coaches are responsible for controlling the actions of parents of players on their team.  

The coaches will be responsible for distributing the picture order forms to each of the players on their team prior to the scheduled team picture day.  On the day when team pictures are taken the coach should help organize the team and keep the process efficient and on schedule.  When pictures are received from the League Coordinator, or Picture Coordinator, the coach will distribute them to the players.

The coach, or preferably the team parent or other volunteer, may produce a snack schedule prior to the start of the season.  It is recommended that the parents themselves, without involving the coach or team parent, handle any date swapping or any other changes to the snack schedule.  Healthy, peanut free, snacks are highly recommended.

It is the responsibility of the home team to ensure that the field and equipment (ie pitching machine) are ready prior to the start of the game.  For County-managed fields, this responsibility is minimal (if any).  For the school fields, this will require Coaches to line the fields and set bases.  Fields may also need to be raked, or otherwise prepared prior to the start of the game.  It is the responsibility of the visiting team to attend to all post-game field and equipment maintenance.  For County managed fields, this responsibility is minimal (if any).  For the school fields, this will require Coaches to put away bases, raking or dragging of the field, and returning any other game equipment (ie. pitching machines) to the correct storage facility.

If the coach is not available to set up a field prior to the game, or breakdown a field at the conclusion of a game, it is the coach’s responsibility to see that there is a team representative(s) to handle these responsibilities.

It is the responsibility of both Coaches to ensure that all snacks and other garbage is removed from the dugout, sidelines, and field of play (regardless of who is responsible for creating the garbage) prior to leaving the field.

It is the coach’s responsibility to contact an opposing coach in the event that his/her team cannot field enough players, or otherwise cannot participate in a scheduled game.  The coaches should agree on a suitable make-up date and communicate that date to the League Coordinator, Field Coordinator, and Umpire Coordinator (if necessary).

The coach may not place in their care personal items belonging to any player.  The coach is to instruct the player to leave such items in the care of a parent or guardian.

At the end of the season, the head coach will be required to fill out a brief evaluation of each player.  This evaluation will be returned to the League Coordinator and made available to the following season’s League Coordinator and coaches in order to assess each player when selecting teams.

Team Equipment

EYO will provide to the head coach a numbered equipment bag that contains equipment appropriate for the league/age group.  The bag may or may not also contain a Clip Board or other equipment.  Each coach will sign out the equipment in the beginning of the season, and return all equipment in good condition at the end of the season.  The League Coordinator or Equipment Coordinator will complete an incident report for any equipment damaged or not returned.  It is not expected that the coach will return all the baseballs that have been provided.

T-Ball Equipment

T-Balls

Home Plate & Tee

3 Bases

Tee-balls

5 Helmets

2 T-Ball Bats

First Aid Kit

Novice Equipment

Home Plate & Tee

#5 Baseballs

5 Helmets

One T-Ball Bat

First Aid Kit

Rookie League Equipment

Baseballs

5 Helmets

One Baseball Bat

Catcher’s Gear

Dig Out Tool

First Aid Kit

Minor League Eqiupment

Baseballs

5 Helmets

1 Baseball Bat

Catcher’s Gear

Dig Out Tool

First Aid Kit

Major League Equipment

Baseballs

5 Helmets

1 Baseball Bat

Catcher’s Gear 

Dig Out Tool

First Aid Kit

Colt League Equipment

Baseballs

5 Helmets

Catcher’s Gear

Dig Out Tool

First Aid Kit

Pony League Equipment

Baseballs

5 Helmets

Catcher’s Gear

Dig Out Tool

First Aid Kit

EYO may ask for compensation for the damaged/lost equipment.  

EYO will provide each team with a maximum of 3 coach’s shirts. Additional coach’s shirts may be purchased prior to the start of the season.  

Travel Baseball Information

Field Dimensions

The field dimensions will be determined by the league, or association, in which the team plays.  

Format & Rules

The rules under which the team will play will be determined by the league, or association, in which the team plays.  It will be the responsibility of the coach to secure a copy of the rules and to be familiar with them.  The coach will also convey to the players all rules that may pertain to them.  At all times, and at all locations, the EYO Code of Conduct is to be followed.

.

Selecting Coaches

The Deputy Travel Commissioner is responsible for confirming the returning head coaches and assistant coaches, and for recruiting new coaches necessary to run the league.  The Deputy Travel Commissioner will submit a list of the names for approval by the Baseball Committee prior to notifying coaches of their positions and before the start of any activity relative to the baseball season.  Anyone interested in serving as a coach should contact the Deputy Travel Commissioner.

Player Eligibility & Requirements

The eligibility and requirements for players will vary and be dependent of the league in which the travel team will be playing.  

Falsifying information in an effort to attain a roster position in which the player is not eligible will result in an immediate dismissal of the player and a loss of all fees paid.  Additional disciplinary action, including banning the player for one or more seasons or permanently, may also be imposed. 

Tryouts & Player Selection

The selection of travel team players will be by open tryouts.  A minimum of two tryout sessions at each age group will be held each year, and there will be no automatic carry over of players from one year to the next.  Criteria for evaluation of players must be in written form and documented for all players.  Copies of the evaluation sheets are to be returned to the Baseball Commissioner at the conclusion of the selection process, or upon request.  Each participant in tryouts will be notified whether he was selected for the team within one week of the last date for tryouts. 

Players selected will be placed on teams at the discretion of the travel team head coach in accordance with the overall objectives of EYO and the best interests of the child.

Playing Time

It is the general philosophy of EYO that each player selected for travel teams should participate in all games in which that player is in uniform, unless that player is being disciplined by the coach for a specific team infraction.  Because of the competitive nature of travel baseball, it is extremely difficult, however, to assure a minimum amount of playing time in each and every game that would satisfy all coaches, players, and parents.  Frequently, time and circumstance are the determining factors for coaches’ decisions in any given game.  Recognizing this difficulty, however, EYO expects that all players selected for travel teams will, over the course of a season, play a reasonable number of innings to warrant their selection and commitment to the team.

Player Equipment

All player equipment is to be provided and paid for by each individual player.  EYO has no responsibility for the procurement of – or the safety of – any equipment used by an individual on a travel team.  

Personal Property

Parents should have all jewelry removed prior to the player arriving at the field.  No jewelry of any type will be worn during practice or games.  Jewelry and other personal items may not be left in the care of any coach or other EYO staff member.  EYO and its coaches, officials, and other volunteers will not be responsible for misplaced, lost or stolen items. Pierced earrings will not be permitted even if they are taped over.  This includes newly pierced ears – no exceptions will be made.  Sports goggles or eyeglass straps are highly recommended for safety reasons.  

Uniform 

Travel teams are responsible for providing their own team uniforms, hats, and socks.  Each travel team must wear an approved uniform, hat, and helmet that clearly identifies that the team represents The Elkridge Youth Organization.  The identification may be in the form of a patch, logo, or other approved marking.  
Coach Duties

The coach is responsible for skill development, promoting good sportsmanship, and making the game enjoyable for the players on the team.  To achieve these objectives, it is expected that the coaches will be responsible for the following duties.

Before the season begins, the coach is responsible to read and understand the Baseball Policy Guide, attend all meetings conducted by the League Coordinator, contact all players on the roster, sign for equipment, and prepare for the season.  

During the season, the responsibilities of the coach include, but are not limited to: the distribution of the code of conduct documents to parents and players, review the equipment requirements for the players, check the safety of the equipment being used, provide reminders to parents and players about the need to hydrate during practices/games, and set expectations for parents and players regarding any absences during the season.

The coach should arrive at least 10 minutes prior to the start of each game/practice to setup and be ready when the players arrive.  The coach will lead the team in warm up exercises prior to the start of a practice or game. The coach can use discretion as to whether there is adequate time for additional drills to be performed prior to the practice/game.

The coach will be responsible for being familiar with the rules of the league, or association, in which the team is playing.  The coach will also make all players aware of those rules that may pertain to them.

Coaches may also be required to set up the field prior to the start of a game, or put away bases or otherwise breakdown a field after the game.  Set up may involve lining fields and placing bases in the appropriate locations.  If the coach is not available to set up a field prior to the game, or breakdown a field at the conclusion of a game, it is the coach’s responsibility to see that there is a team representative(s) to handle these responsibilities.

All coaches must make a commitment to attend most games and practices.  The coach should miss very few practices.  The coach should plan to attend all games.  In the event that a coach cannot make it to a game or practice they must arrange with an assistant coach to manage the team during that time.  If a coach frequently misses practices and games they may be subject to removal by the League Coordinator solely at the discretion of the League Coordinator. 

The coach may not place in their care personal items belonging to any player.  The coach is to instruct the player to leave such items in the care of a parent or guardian.

No player is considered to be registered to play Travel Baseball until all fees are paid in full.  No child will be permitted to practice or play until all registration fees have been paid in full.

Any unregistered child who is injured will be the sole responsibility of the Travel Head Coach.  All liability, whether legal or monetary, for any such injury will be directed solely at the Travel Head Coach.

Team Equipment

All equipment is to be provided and paid for by each individual travel team.  The cost of the equipment should be figured into the registration cost.  This equipment belongs to the team, and should remain with the team regardless of changes in players or coaches.  It is the responsibility of the Travel Team Coaches to evaluate the needs of the team, and procure such equipment as is necessary to participate in the travel league.

Team Pictures

The coaches will be responsible for distributing the picture order forms to each of the players on their team prior to the scheduled team picture day.  On the day when team pictures are taken the coach should help organize the team and keep the process efficient and on schedule.  When pictures are received from the League Coordinator, or Picture Commissioner, the coach will distribute them to the players.

Financial Issues

Each travel team is expected to be self-supporting.  Each individual team’s expenses will include, but not be limited to, the following: uniforms, umpires, equipment, baseballs, field usage costs, and outside league fees.  In addition to each player’s league registration fee, parents will be expected to pay an amount necessary to properly conduct the affairs of the team.  Each travel team head coach is required to provide to the Deputy Commissioner of Travel Baseball a detailed budget of projected revenue and expenses prior to the season and an accurate accounting of all revenues and expenses at the end of each season.  These statements should be signed and dated.  The Deputy Commissioner of Travel Baseball will submit these records to the EYO Treasurer so as to provide a financial statement for the travel teams in accordance with the EYO Bylaws.

Similarly, if, at the end of the season, a specific travel team’s expenses exceed money received by EYO for that travel team (including league registration fees, fundraising, etc), the parents of that travel team will be responsible for any such deficit on an equal basis.  This deficit must be repaid within 30 days of notification of the shortfall.  Failure to settle this issue may result in the player(s) not being allowed to participate in any EYO sports program.

Travel team monies (player supplemental fees, sponsor donations and fundraising) should be processed directly through the league Treasurer for deposit in the EYO accounts to receive a 501(c) designation. These funds shall be earmarked for the specific team which deposited them and will be allocated to that travel team head coach as requested after submittal of the team’s budget has been made by the Deputy Commissioner of Travel Baseball to the league Treasurer.

If, at the end of the season, a travel team has an excess of funds that remain unspent, that money will be refunded in equal amounts to each player/parent.  The refund will be made only to the extent that the refund does not exceed the money paid by the player/parent for the season, and where the amount to be refunded exceeds $25 dollars per player/family.  An exception can be made if money raised has been earmarked for a specific event, tournament, or other activity.  In this case, the excess money will remain with the specific travel team that raised it.

Any excess funds that remain, and that are not addressed in the paragraph above, will transfer to the EYO General Fund.

Each travel coach is responsible for the maintenance of an ongoing budget that is to be periodically reviewed with the Treasurer of EYO.  This budget should give details of funds into and out of the program for the season.

At its sole discretion, the EYO Board of Directors may decide to supplement the travel team budget with a financial gift to be paid from EYO to any specific team or to all travel teams.

Sunday-only Travel 

Please refer to the section under Recreational League Information for details about Sunday-only Travel Baseball.

Elkridge Youth Organization Baseball Rules
GENERAL RULES

These are general rules, which apply to all age groups unless changed by the specific rules herein published for the Baseball Program.

LEAGUE DESCRIPTIONS

T-Ball – boys and girls, ages 4 – 5 (Must be 5 by May 1st of the year in which the spring season begins)

Novice – boys and girls ages 5 – 6 (T-Ball into coach or machine pitch) 

Modified Coach Pitch – boys and girls ages 4, 5, & 6 (Fall only)

Rookie League – boys and girls ages 7 – 9 (machine pitch only) 

Minor League – boys and girls ages 9 – 10 (kid pitch) 

Major League – boys and girls ages 11 – 12 (kid pitch).

Colt League – boys 13 – 15 (may have games outside of Rockburn Park

Pony League – boys 15 – 17 (may have games outside of Rockburn Park) 

RULE BOOK

The Babe Ruth/Cal Ripken League Rule book is used for all age groups with the following exceptions:

RULES CHANGES

There shall be no changes to these rules once the season has started, unless approved by the League Coordinator and Baseball Committee.

TEAM FORMATION

All EYO Baseball teams are formed with the goal of having evenly matched teams in each league.  Every effort is made to assign a relatively equal number of players to each team at the various age groups and skill levels.  The recreational nature of the program allows the League Coordinator to honor almost all requests for a given coach and desired teammates.  It is the objective of these leagues to accommodate as many parental requests as is practicable, while still maintaining evenly matched teams within each league.

T-Ball, Novice, Modified Coach Pitch, and Rookie League teams will be formed with consideration given to the following factors: 1) coach preference, 2) team preference, 3) age, and 4) ability.  It is the objective in these leagues to accommodate as many parental requests as is practicable, while still maintaining a degree of competitiveness among the teams within each league.  In the event that one or more parental requests will skew a particular team composition (ie too many older kids, or numbers greater than the league average), these requests may cause a group to be split and placed on two or more teams.

Minor and Major League teams are formed using a player evaluation and a draft. 

Colt and Pony League teams are formed using the discretion of the coaches.

DRAFT

The commissioners of each age group will be responsible for setting the specific rules prior to the draft; however the following guidelines are suggested: 

Each available player will be evaluated prior to the draft.  The player evaluation process shall consist of rating players based on a set of baseball skills.  The ratings will be compiled by the coaches that attend an evaluation prior to the actual player draft.  Player’s skills are rated 1 – 4 and are added together to form an overall ratings score. 

Coaches in the Minor, Major, Pony, and Colt leagues choose individual players in an organized draft.  The draft will be supervised by the League Coordinator and will be conducted in such a manner as to promote parity within the league.  Each team will be allowed to assign a maximum of two coaches per team prior to the draft.  Each coach may place only one of his/her children on the team for which he/she is the coach.  To avoid any potential conflicts and to maximize the competitiveness of the leagues, if a coach has two age-appropriate children available to play in the league, the coach has two options: 1) act as the head coach without assigning an assistant prior to the draft, or 2) join with another coach (so there exists both a head coach and assistant coach), with the understanding that he/she can only place one of the two age-appropriate children on his/her team prior to the draft (the child with the lowest rating is placed on the team, while the child with the higher rating is placed in the draft pool).

The draft begins with team with the lowest combined rating score of the coach’s children as determined by the coach’s evaluations.  The other teams follow in the same manner.  The team with the best average rating will pick last.  The draft order will be the same for subsequent rounds.  If the coaches and League Coordinator agree, the draft order may be decided by lottery.

Each team should have 3 minutes to select a player. If a team doesn't select a player in that time, the next player on the date of birth (DOB) list should be assigned to that team.

Trades may occur after the draft has concluded.  The League Coordinator must approve all trades.

The League Coordinator and coaches will attempt to accommodate parental requests for coaches and teammates.  However, it is the primary objective of the League Coordinator during the draft process to manage league parity and competitiveness.  Although two coaches may agree on a trade to accommodate a parent’s request, the League Coordinator can invalidate the trade, or make suggested changes to a trade, if that trade jeopardizes overall league parity.

ON RECREATION BASEBALL 2007 GENERAL RULES

STANDINGS AND POST SEASON PLAY

Standings and scores will be kept for Rookie, Minor, Major, Colt and Pony Leagues in the spring season only.  

With the exception of rules pertaining to game completion, all regular season rules shall apply during post-season play. This includes rules playing time, and rotation of players to infield and outfield positions as outlined in the rules for each age group.

UMPIRES

Umpires are provided for the Minor, Major, Colt, and Pony Leagues for regular and post-season play.  

Umpires for Novice, and Rookie Leagues will be provided by the team on offense.  There is no umpiring required for T-Ball.

Umpires are provided for the Rookie League for post-season play only.  

SAFETY REQUIREMENTS (RESPONSIBILITY OF HEAD COACHES)

PLAYERS MUST NOT WEAR watches, rings, pins, jewelry (metallic or nonmetallic), bracelets, or other items.

NO CASTS made of plaster or other material may be worn during the game.

ON DECK BATTER must face the back of the batter at the plate (ie on the 3rd base side for a right handed hitter, and on the first base side for a left handed hitter).  No player beyond the batter and the next batter should hold bats.

HELMETS MUST BE WORN by batters, base runners, and any players acting as base coaches.

FIRST AID KITS are provided in the equipment bags for each team. Administration of aid shall be provided by, or only with the approval of, the parent or designated guardian. Any coach using these materials should notify the league President and Equipment Manager regarding what was used such that it can be replenished.
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HEADFIRST SLIDE

Headfirst slides, are not permitted in any age groups below the Colt and Pony Leagues. The umpire will call out any player sliding headfirst.

COLLISIONS

All players, whether on offense or defense, shall make a good faith effort to avoid unnecessary collisions at all times. This means that the offensive player must slide or take other appropriate action to avoid collisions, and the defensive player must avoid contact other than that necessary to attempt to get the out. The umpire is the sole authority in determining if the collision is intentional or incidental, and in determining the appropriate response. Failure to observe this rule may result in the awarding of the base and/or an out and may result in additional sanctions by the umpire, including a warning or ejection of the offensive and/or defensive player where necessary. NOTE: It is recognized that some degree of collisions are inevitable on plays at home plate; however, blatant (in the judgment of the umpire) attempts by the runner to dislodge the ball or cause injury are not allowed, and in likewise fashion the catcher must avoid contact other than that necessary to attempt to get the out.

OBSTRUCTION

Defensive players shall have unimpeded access to attempt to field the ball. Likewise, offensive players’ ability to advance must not be unnecessarily blocked by defensive players. In cases where the advancement would interfere with the fielding of the ball, the fielding of the ball shall take precedence. Offensive players must take any reasonable action (e.g., pausing or slowing their advancement, etc.) needed to provide that unimpeded access to the defensive player. If the defensive player’s ability to field the ball is impeded – inadvertently or intentionally - by the offensive player, then the umpire may choose to call the impeding player out. If an offensive player’s ability to advance is impeded by any defensive player’s action other than that associated with fielding the ball then the umpire may award additional base(s). The umpire’s judgment is final.

FIELD CONDITIONS

Before the start of the game, the field (including the entire playing area in fair and foul territory, the backstop and fence, and the team bench areas) must be checked to ensure it is safe to play. If there is a scheduled official umpire present, field safety is the umpire’s responsibility. In the absence of an official umpire, the managers of the two teams are responsible. There must be no sharp objects, large rocks, trash, ruts or holes in the field that could cause injury to a player. All bases must be checked to ensure that base anchors/spikes are level with the ground, and the bases are reasonably secured in place.

TEAM RESPONSIBILITIES

It is the responsibility of the home team to ensure that the field and equipment (ie pitching machine) are ready prior to the start of the game.  For County managed fields, this responsibility is minimal (if any).  For the school fields, this will require Coaches to line the fields and set bases.  Fields may also need to be raked, or otherwise prepared prior to the start of the game.  

It is the responsibility of the visiting team to attend to all post-game field and equipment maintenance.  For County managed fields, this responsibility is minimal (if any).  For the school fields, this will require Coaches to put away bases, raking or dragging of the field, and returning any other game equipment (ie pitching machines) to the correct storage facility.

If the coach is not available to set up a field prior to the game, or breakdown a field at the conclusion of a game, it is the coach’s responsibility to see that there is a team representative(s) to handle these responsibilities.

It is the responsibility of both Coaches to ensure that all snacks and other garbage is removed from the dugout, sidelines, and field of play prior to leaving the field.

WARM UP

Managers and coaches shall be permitted to warm up pitchers between innings and prior to the start of the game. Warm up of pitchers and catchers during the game shall be in an area behind the fence sheltered from foul balls. If a player is used to warm up a pitcher, they must wear a catcher’s facemask or batting helmet with facemask.  Coaches will share the field equally for any pre-game warm up drills.

TEAM BENCH

When not in the field, at bat, or on deck, players must remain on the team bench at all times.  This rule does not apply to pitchers and catchers who are warming up for the purpose of entering the game. Pitchers and catchers warming up shall be in an area behind the fence sheltered from foul balls.

BATTING

All batters must wear a batting helmet at all times. For T-Ball through Majors, all team members must bat and be in the batting line-up at all times. Coaches may rotate players in the field, but the batting order shall remain unchanged. Players who arrive after the game has begun must be placed at the bottom of the batting order with no penalty assessed for the late arrival.
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PLAYING DEFENSE
For the T-Ball, Novice, and Modified Coach Pitch teams, all players are placed on defense in every inning.  It is strongly recommended that coaches rotate players through the positions on the field.

For all play above and including Rookie league, all players must play at least three innings in the field on defense, unless the game has been ended early due to weather, nightfall, etc.  Failure to follow this rule shall result in a forfeit of the game by the offending team.

It is strongly recommended that players above and including Rookie league have the opportunity to play an infield position (1st, 2nd, 3rd, or Pitcher) during each game, unless a coach feels that the safety of a particular player could be an issue if he/she is placed in the infield.

BASE COACHES

Each team shall be permitted to use two adult base coaches.

SCOREBOOK

To be eligible for post-season play a scorebook must be kept by all managers similar to that outlined within the Official Rule Book of the Cal Ripken Division.

INTENTIONAL WALKS

No intentional walks are permitted in Minor or Major league play.

GAME START TIMES

Starting time for games played during the week shall be 6:00 PM.  Starting times for games played on Saturday, or specially scheduled games, shall be determined by the League Coordinator.
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GAME END TIMES

During the school year, NO inning shall start after 8:00 PM. This rule shall not apply on Friday evening games or other evening games when Howard County public schools are not in session the following day. Games may always be ended before 8:00 PM in the case of darkness or inclement weather. Coaches should work together to the greatest degree possible to agree (predetermine) as to what the last inning will be in the case of impending darkness.

SPEED UP OF GAME

In an effort to play the maximum number of innings, an umpire may reduce the number of warm-up pitches thrown between innings or their elimination.  A coach always has the option to place a pinch runner on base in place of the pitcher or catcher for the next inning, if either or both are on base. The player(s) making the last out(s) will be substituted as the pinch runner(s).

RAINOUTS / SCHEDULE CHANGES

The League Coordinator, in coordination with the coaches, will be responsible for rescheduling games due to rainouts or poor field conditions.  These changes will be done in coordination with the field coordinator, other leagues (if applicable), and umpires (if necessary) to accommodate the games.  

If a team cannot play a scheduled game for any reason, it is up to the head coach to contact the opposing coach in an effort to reschedule the game.  The opposing coach will make every effort to accommodate this request.  Failure to reschedule the game will result in the game not being played, and no result posted.

EQUIPMENT

Helmets: All batters, base runners, and on deck batters are required to wear a NOCSAE-approved helmet. 

Catcher’s Gear: Catchers must wear protective equipment, including a helmet and mask with throat protector, a chest protector, and shin protectors. Catchers should use a catcher’s mitt and must wear a protective cup. Players warming up pitchers must wear a helmet and faceguard with throat protector.

Baseballs: The home team should supply the baseballs. Only league-sanctioned baseballs appropriate for the age should be used.  See league rules for approved baseballs.

Bats: Only BESR-certified bats (wood, metal, or composite) appropriate for the age may be used, according to the Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth rulebook.

Shoes: Any type of athletic shoe is acceptable. No shoes with metal spikes are allowed.

Uniforms: Jerseys should be worn tucked in. Hats should be worn with the brim centered and to the front. 

Parents should have all jewelry removed prior to the player arriving at the field.  No jewelry of any type will be worn during practice or games.  Jewelry and other personal items may not be left in the care of any coach or other EYO staff member.  EYO and its coaches, officials, and other volunteers will not be responsible for misplaced, lost or stolen items. Pierced earrings will not be permitted even if they are taped over.  This includes newly pierced ears – no exceptions will be made.  Sports goggles or eyeglass straps are highly recommended for safety reasons.  

Players should bring personal baseball equipment (including a baseball glove) and a quart-sized bottle filled with water to practice and games.

PROTESTS

The only protests allowed shall be the use of a non-roster player, use of an ineligible pitcher, or failure to comply with Safety Requirements rules. The protest shall be made to the Umpire or League Coordinator. The Umpire, if available, and the League Coordinator of that age group shall make the protest decision within 72 hours. The penalty for a violation shall be forfeiture of the game.

T-Ball League Rules

Age

All children ages 4 to 6 may play T-Ball.  Baseball age is established as of May 1st.  If a child is under the age of 4, he/she will not be permitted to play T-Ball.

Purpose  

To provide a safe, fun, non-competitive environment for kids to learn about and enjoy the game of baseball.

Field Dimensions

Bases set 45 feet apart; home to 2nd base 63 feet 7 inches.

Umpires

There are no umpires at this level.  All runners are safe.

Pitcher/Catcher

There is no pitching at this level.  The pitching position is for defensive purposes only.  There are no catchers at the level, and no catching equipment will be provided.

Batting

Each player in attendance will bat in every inning, regardless of the number of putouts.  Depending on the batter’s ability, the coach may opt to have the batter use the tee or the coach may pitch to the batter.  A batter may receive a maximum of 5 pitches before a tee is used.  An inning will not end until every player has batted.  The last batter up will hit a homerun and clear the bases.  All batters and base runners must wear a helmet.

Balls

Foam core, regulation tee-ball balls will be used.

Base Running

Base runners will move from base to base on a hit ball.  There is no advancement beyond the next base at this level.

Scoring

No score will be kept.

Fielding/Defense

All players are placed in the field, and are playing defense every inning.  Players should be rotated through each position on the field.  It is recommended that parents stand in the field to participate with and encourage their child when on defense.

Game Duration

This league does not have scheduled practice, so the first ½ hour of the game time should be devoted to skill development.  Basic catching, fielding and throwing drills should be used (refer to the coach’s manual).  Actual game time will vary, with the goal being to play at least 3 innings.

Each game will last 1 ½ hours.  This includes the ½ hour of pre-game practice.

Novice League Rules

Age

All children ages 5 to 6 may play Novice baseball.  Baseball age is established as of May 1st.  If a child is under the age of 5, he/she will not be permitted to play Novice baseball.

Purpose  

To provide a safe, fun, non-competitive environment for kids to learn about and enjoy the game of baseball.  Coaches should use every opportunity during practice and game time to teach the rules and basic strategy of baseball (including stopping play during a game to do so).

Field Dimensions

Bases set 60 feet apart; home to 2nd base 84 feet 10 inches.

Umpires

Umpiring will be done by the team at bat.  If a player is thrown out at a base, he will be sent to the dugout.  It is important at this level to begin to gain an understanding of out/safe.  

Pitcher/Catcher

There is no player-pitching at this level.  The pitching position is for defensive purposes only.  There are catchers at the level.  All catchers must wear a protective cup.

Balls

RIF-10, medium firmness balls will be used. 

Batting

Each player in attendance will bat in every inning, regardless of the number of putouts.  The league will begin with the batters using a tee.  At some point during the season, the batters will be allowed an opportunity to hit coach pitch.  If a batter swings unsuccessfully at 5 pitches thrown by the coach, the batter will be asked to hit from the tee.   An inning will not end until every player has batted.  The last batter up will hit a homerun and clear the bases.  All batters and base runners must wear a helmet.

Base Running

Base runners will move from base to base on a hit ball.  As the season progresses, if the ball leaves the infield, the batter-runner and the base runners may advance a maximum of two (2) bases.

Scoring

No score will be kept.

Fielding/Defense

All players are placed in the field, and are playing defense every inning.  Players should be rotated through each position on the field.  It is recommended that 3 to 4 parents stand in the field to participate with and encourage the players when on defense.

Game Duration

This league does not have scheduled practice, so the first ½ hour of the game time should be devoted to skill development.  Basic catching, fielding and throwing drills should be used (refer to the coach’s manual).  Actual game time will vary, with the goal being to play at least 3 innings.

Each game will last 1 ½ hours.  This includes the ½ hour pre-game practice.

Rookie League Rules

Age

All children ages 7 to 9 may play Rookie League baseball.  Baseball age is established as of May 1st.  

Purpose  

To provide a safe, fun, competitive environment for kids to learn about and enjoy the game of baseball.   Hitting, fielding, and running the bases are the primary coaching objectives of this league

Field Dimensions

Bases set 60 feet apart; home to 2nd base 84 feet 10 inches.  The front of the pitching machine is placed at 44’ from the back of the plate.

Umpires

Umpiring will be done by the coach/parent operating the pitching machine (team at bat).  The umpire may request assistance from the base coaches.   The umpire’s decision(s) is (are) final.

Regular umpires will be provided for all post-season games.  Each team will pay the umpire ½ of the total umpire fee prior to the start of the game.  EYO will reimburse the umpire fee.

ONLY COACHES SHOULD HAVE COMMUNICATION - RELATED TO THE GAME AND ON FIELD ACTIVITIES - WITH THE UMPIRES.  PLEASE ADVISE YOUR PARENTS AND PLAYERS NOT TO GET INTO DISCUSSIONS ABOUT CALLS ON THE FIELD WITH THE UMPIRE.

Pitcher/Catcher

There is no player-pitching at this level.  The pitching position is for defensive purposes only.  There are catchers at the level.  All players must wear a protective cup.

Balls 

Little League or Cal Ripken cushioned cork center balls will be used for game play.

Batting

Each player on the team will be placed in the batting order.  It is recommended that the players be rotated through the batting order to ensure that all players receive an equal number of at-bats over the course of the season.

Each at bat will consist of 5 pitches.  If the 5th pitch is fouled off or a “NO PITCH” is called, the batter will be given subsequent pitch(es) until either the pitch is hit fair, it is swung on and missed, or a pitch which has not been declared a “NO PITCH” was not swung at.

There is no bunting allowed.  Each batter must attempt to swing at the ball.  If any batter squares to bunt at a ball, a dead ball will be called immediately.  The pitch will count against the 5-pitch total, and if it is the 5th pitch, the batter is out.

The pitching machine operator may declare a NO PITCH if and only if the ball is absurdly un-hittable.  Note:  The intent of this rule is to give 5 reasonable pitches. For example, in the event that the pitching machine pitches a ball that is not even close to reaching the plate, then this can be declared NO PITCH.  Coaches are strongly encouraged NOT to abuse this rule.  If a batter swings at an absurdly un-hittable pitch, it shall still be declared a pitch.

A batted ball striking the pitching machine will be declared a dead ball.  The batter is awarded first base.  Each runner will advance one base.

A batted ball, after being touched by a fielder, or a thrown ball that hits the pitching machine is a live ball.  Play will continue as if the ball had not hit the machine.

A ball that has been batted, thrown, or touched, that lands underneath the pitching machine shall be declared a dead ball.  If not already at first base, the batter will be awarded first base.  All runners will be awarded a base based on their position when the dead ball was called (see Time Out Rule).

No stealing or leading off base is permitted.  If a runner leaves the base prior to the ball being hit by the batter, the runner will be called out.  There are no warnings for this infraction.

There is no infield fly rule.

There is no dropped third strike rule.

All batters, on deck batters, and base runners must wear a helmet at all times.

Base Running

Cal Ripken baseball rules apply.

On an overthrow, a runner can attempt to advance one additional base from the base he/she was going to at the time of the overthrow.  Runners should be encouraged to take the additional base on an overthrow. This will teach them to turn towards the advanced base and for the fielder to pursue the overthrown ball.   Coaches are discouraged from abusing this local rule.

(Example 1) Batter-runner runs to first on a batted ball to the infield.  An overthrow at first base enables the batter-runner to attempt to reach second base.  If the defensive team makes a subsequent overthrow, a dead ball shall be called and the runner will be stopped at second.  

Example 2) With runners on first and second, a groundball is fielded by an infielder who throws the ball past the third baseman.  The runners may attempt to advance as follows: runner on second may attempt to reach home, runner on first may attempt to reach third, and the batter-runner may attempt to reach second.  Any subsequent overthrow or ball thrown out of bounds shall result in a dead ball, and no further advance of the runners is permitted.  

Example 3) With a runner on second base, a batted ball is caught in the air by the second baseman.  With the runner attempting to get back to second base to avoid being forced out, the second baseman attempts to throw the ball to the shortstop covering second base.  The ball gets away from the shortstop.  The runner (as long as the tag-up has been completed correctly) may attempt to advance to third base.  A subsequent overthrow to third base will not allow the runner to attempt to advance to home. 
A ball that is put out of play by a fielder will result in an award of the base a runner was going to, plus one base.  The overthrow rule takes precedence over a ball out of play.
If a fielder with possession and control of the ball, brings the ball within the base path and calls time out, time out will be granted by the umpire, and all runners that have reached at least the halfway point between two bases will be awarded the base to which they were going.  If timeout is called immediately after a batted ball is fielded cleanly by an infielder, it shall be up to the discretion of the umpire to award one base to all runners (with the exception of the batter- runner, who only receives first base) regardless of the position of the runners relative to the base to which they were going.
Scoring/Standings

An inning is over when either 5 runs have been scored in the inning or 3 outs have been made.   There is a 5-run rule for each inning, with no continuation.  If the 5th run scores during an at bat, the play will continue until an out is made or all the runners cross home plate (including the batter-runner).  Any runs scored over the 5-run limit will not count.

There is unlimited batting/scoring in the last inning.  In the case of an abbreviated game due to darkness, coaches should predetermine the last inning prior to it’s beginning.

Fielding/Defense

There will be a maximum of 11 players on defense.  There can be as many as: 4 outfielders, 4 infielders, 2 pitchers, and 1 catcher.

If there are 8 or fewer players available, the team may elect to play without a catcher.

Teams may not field a 2nd pitcher or a 4th outfielder until all 9 ‘regular’ baseball positions have been filled.  The 10th player may be used as either the extra pitcher or extra outfielder.

To accommodate field conditions, the pitching machine will be no closer than 40 feet and no further than 46 feet.  The optimal distance for the pitching machine is 44 feet with a speed between 38 and 40 mph.  The speed shall be set prior to the game, and can be adjusted at the beginning of an inning with mutual consent.

No batter-runner may be put out at first by an outfielder on a ball that has been hit to the outfield, unless that batter-runner has made an attempt to go to second base.

On a ball hit to the outfield, a runner may not be forced out at second or third on an unassisted play by an outfielder.

It is strongly recommended that all players be given the opportunity to play both the infield (1st, 2nd, 3rd, or pitcher) and the outfield.  Each player must play a minimum of 3 innings on defense.  Failure to place a player on defense for 3 innings will result in a forfeit.

Game Duration

There will be a maximum of 6 innings per game.  The team with the most runs at the end of the game will be the winner.  All games that end in a tie score at the end of six innings or official games that are ended prematurely due to inclement weather with the score tied shall be reported as a tie game.  In the playoffs, additional innings will be played to determine a winner.

No inning shall start after 1 hour and 40 minutes past the scheduled start time of a game.   No play may be continued after 1 hour and 50 minutes past the scheduled start time of the game.  If a game has to be stopped between innings due to time limits, the score will revert back to the last full inning played.  However, opposing coaches may agree to play beyond the time limit (not to exceed 8pm on school weeknights) of their game if playing conditions are favorable and there is no game scheduled immediately afterward.
A game is considered an official game if at least 4 full innings have been played with the home team trailing, or 3 ½ innings with the home team winning.  If a game in progress is called due to inclement weather or nightfall and is not an official game as described above, the game must be rescheduled and played from the beginning (including playoff games).

During the playoffs, a full 6-inning game will be played, even if the game is suspended due to weather or darkness.
A team may play with a minimum of 8 players.  If a team is unable to field 8 players for a game, the head coach will notify the opposing team in advance (if possible).  The game will be played as scheduled, with the opposing team placing one or more of its players on the other team.  No game result will be entered. 

Game results are to be reported to the League Coordinator by the winning team.  It is the responsibility of the League Coordinator to enter the results on the EYO baseball website.

Scorebooks MUST be maintained to allow player eligibility in any Cal Ripken tournament.  Scorebooks should contain FULL NAME and UNIFORM NUMBER for each player.
Post-season games will begin at such a time so that the championship game will be completed not later than the scheduled end of school.

If the total number of teams in the league is 10 or more, the league commissioner may elect to conduct two separate end-of-season tournaments.  This format will be put in place at the sole discretion of the league coordinator and is designed to make the end-of-season tournament more fun for the kids.  If there are two separate tournaments, the league will be divided in half based on winning percentage.  There will be two champions and two runner-ups.

End of season standings (winning percentage) will determine post-seasons seeding.  Tie breakers will be established as follows:

1) head-to-head games played

2) total runs given up

3) total run differential
4) coin flip
Minor League Rules

Age

All children ages 9 to 10 may play Minor League baseball.  Baseball age is established as of May 1st.  Exceptions can be made to the age restrictions by contacting the League Coordinator.

Purpose  

To provide a safe, fun, competitive environment for kids to learn about and enjoy the game of baseball.   Hitting, fielding, running the bases, and baseball strategy are the primary coaching objectives of this league

Field Dimensions

Bases set 60 feet apart; home to 2nd base 84 feet 10 inches.  The front of the pitching rubber will be 46’ from the back of the plate.

Umpires

Umpire will be provided for each game.

Teams should wait no longer than 10 minutes following the scheduled game start time to play a game in the absence of an umpire. A team’s assistant coach or trusted member thoroughly familiar with the rules of baseball should act as the umpire. 

Each team will pay the umpire/other volunteer ½ of the total umpire fee prior to the start of the game.  EYO will reimburse the cost of umpires.

ONLY COACHES SHOULD HAVE COMMUNICATION - RELATED TO THE GAME AND ON FIELD ACTIVITIES - WITH THE UMPIRES.  PLEASE ADVISE YOUR PARENTS AND PLAYERS NOT TO GET INTO DISCUSSIONS ABOUT CALLS ON THE FIELD WITH THE UMPIRE. 

Pitcher/Catcher

Pitching distance is 46 feet.

A calendar week for Ripken Baseball is Monday through, and including, Sunday.  A pitcher may pitch six (6) innings per calendar week.  Innings pitched in Sunday only travel league games do not count toward this total.

If a pitcher pitches one (1) pitch in an inning he shall be charged for one (1) inning pitched.

A pitcher cannot pitch more than three (3) innings in any game.

A pitcher must have two (2) calendar days rest between pitching assignments if he pitches in more than two innings in any one game. NOTE: This means if a pitcher pitches three (3) innings on Saturday he IS NOT eligible to pitch Monday.

A pitcher must be removed if he hits two (2) batters in one inning, or three (3) batters in one game.  The pitcher cannot return to pitch later in the game.

Once removed for any reason, a pitcher cannot return to pitch later in the game.

No balks will be called.  The coaches should work with the pitchers to ensure they do not stutter or otherwise stagger their motion in a way that could confuse the batter.

The catching position is used in this league.  All catchers must wear a protective cup.

Balls 

Little League or Cal Ripken cushioned cork center balls will be used for game play.

Batting

Cal Ripken baseball rules apply.

Each player on the team will be placed in the batting order.  

There is no bunting allowed.  If any batter squares to bunt at a ball, a dead ball will be called immediately and a strike will be called against the batter.

There is no infield fly rule.

There is no dropped third strike rule.

Batters may only use bats with a maximum barrel size of 2 ¼”.

All batters, on deck batters, and base runners must wear a helmet at all times.

Base Running

Cal Ripken baseball rules apply.

Baseball rules clearly spell out the meaning of dead ball.  Coaches are strongly encouraged to teach their players how to stop the lead runner.  

Runners may steal third base only.  This gives the players a sense of real baseball, without turning the game into a track meet.  Runners cannot attempt a stolen base until the pitched ball crosses the plate.  Any runner who is caught leaving early will be called out.  There will be no warning.

No leading off base is permitted.  

Scoring

An inning is over when 5 runs have been scored in the inning or 3 outs have been made.   There is a 5-run rule for each inning, with no continuation.  If the 5th run scores during an at bat, the play will continue until an out is made or all the runners cross home plate (including the batter-runner).  Any runs scored over the 5-run limit will not count.

There is unlimited batting/scoring in the last inning.  In the case of an abbreviated game due to darkness, coaches should predetermine the last inning prior to it’s beginning.

Fielding/Defense

There will be a maximum of 10 players on defense.  There can be as many as: 4 outfielders, 4 infielders, 1 pitcher, and 1 catcher.  The League Coordinator shall set this policy.  The default is 9 players on defense.

There will be unlimited substitutions on defense (with the exception of pitchers as defined in the pitcher/catcher section).

A game may be played with as few as 8 players.  Any less than 8 players and the game will be considered a forfeit.  There is no penalty for playing with 8 players.

It is strongly recommended that all players be given the opportunity to play both the infield (1st, 2nd, 3rd, or pitcher) and the outfield, unless a coach feels that the safety of a particular player could be an issue if he/she is placed in the infield.  Each player must play a minimum of 3 innings on defense, unless the game ends early due to darkness, weather, etc.  Failure to place a player on defense for 3 innings will result in a forfeit.

Game Duration

There will be a maximum of 6 innings per game.  The team with the most runs at the end of the game will be the winner.  All games that end in a tie score at the end of six innings or official games that are ended prematurely due to inclement weather with the score tied shall be reported as a tie game.  In the playoffs, additional innings will be played to determine a winner.

No inning shall start after 2 hours past the scheduled start time of a game.  No play may be continued after 2 hours and 15 minutes past the scheduled start time of the game.  If a game has to be stopped between innings due to time limits, the score will revert back to the last full inning played.  

A game is considered an official game if at least 4 full innings have been played with the home team trailing, or 3 ½ innings with the home team winning.  If a game in progress is called due to inclement weather or nightfall and is not an official game as described above, the game must be rescheduled and played from the beginning (including playoff games).

During the playoffs, a full 6-inning game will be played, even if the game is suspended due to a weather or darkness.

Any warm ups or infield practice should be complete before your scheduled game time so the game starts on time.  MAKE SURE YOUR PARENTS KNOW TO ARRIVE EARLY FOR WARMUPS.  If your game starts late, your end time does not change.

Each team should take about five to ten minutes of infield practice

Game results are to be reported to the League Coordinator by the winning team.  It is the responsibility of the League Coordinator to enter the results on the EYO baseball website.

Scorebooks MUST be maintained to allow player eligibility in any Cal Ripken tournament.  Scorebooks should contain FULL NAME and UNIFORM NUMBER for each player.
Post-season games will begin at such a time so that the championship game will be completed not later than June 22nd.

End of season standings will determine post-seasons seeding.  Tie breakers will be established as follows:

1) head-to-head games played

2) won/loss record within division

3) total runs given up

4) total run differential

5) coin flip

Major League Rules

Age

All children ages 11 to 12 may play Minor League baseball.  Baseball age is established as of May 1st.  Exceptions can be made to the age restrictions by contacting the League Coordinator.

Purpose  

To provide a safe, fun, competitive environment for kids to learn about and enjoy the game of baseball.   Hitting, fielding, running the bases, and baseball strategy are the primary coaching objectives of this league

Field Dimensions

Bases set 70 feet apart; home to 2nd base 99 feet 1 inch.  The front of the pitching rubber will be 50’ from the back of the plate.

Umpires

Umpire will be provided for each game.

Teams should wait no longer than 10 minutes following the scheduled game start time to play a game in the absence of an umpire. A team’s assistant coach or trusted member thoroughly familiar with the rules of baseball should act as the umpire. 

Each team will pay the umpire ½ of the total umpire fee prior to the start of the game.  EYO will reimburse the cost of umpires.

ONLY COACHES SHOULD HAVE COMMUNICATION - RELATED TO THE GAME AND ON FIELD ACTIVITIES - WITH THE UMPIRES.  PLEASE ADVISE YOUR PARENTS AND PLAYERS NOT TO GET INTO DISCUSSIONS ABOUT CALLS ON THE FIELD WITH THE UMPIRE. 

Pitcher/Catcher

Pitching distance is 50 feet.

A pitcher may pitch no more than 85 pitches in a single day, after which they must be removed, with the following exception:  If a pitcher reaches their limit while facing a batter, the pitcher may continue until the batter reaches base or is put out.

The following rest periods are required:

If a player pitches 61 or more pitches in a day, three (3) calendar days of rest must be observed.

If a player pitches 41 - 60 pitches in a day, two (2) calendar days of rest must be observed.

If a player pitches 21 - 40 pitches in a day, one (1) calendar days of rest must be observed.

If a player pitches 1-20 pitches in a day, no (0) calendar day of rest must be observed.

Any player that pitches 41 or more pitches in a game cannot be moved to the catcher position for the remainder of the game.

If a player pitches 41 or more pitches in a game, then the player may not pitch in another game on the same day.

Pitch counts shall be maintained by scorekeepers for both teams, and verified with each other between innings.  Counts for each player shall be reported to the league coordinator by the winning team, and verified by all coaches prior to the next game day.

A pitcher must be removed if he hits two (2) batters in one inning, or three (3) batters in one game.  The pitcher cannot return to pitch later in the game.

Pitcher re-entry is not allowed.  A pitcher that has been removed from the pitching position cannot re-enter in the pitching position. 
No balks will be called.  The coaches should work with the pitchers to ensure they do not stutter or otherwise stagger their motion in a way that could confuse the batter.

The catching position is used in this league.  All catchers must wear a protective cup.

Balls 

Little League or Cal Ripken cushioned cork center balls will be used for game play.

Batting

Cal Ripken baseball rules apply.

Each player on the team will be placed in the batting order.  

Bunting is allowed.

Infield fly rule is in place.
Dropped third strike rule is in effect.
Batters may only use bats with a maximum barrel size of 2 ¼”.

All batters, on deck batters, and base runners must wear a helmet at all times.

Base Running

Cal Ripken baseball rules apply.

Baseball rules clearly spell out the meaning of dead ball.  Coaches are strongly encouraged to teach their players how to stop the lead runner.  

There is no leading permitted.  Runners may steal any base (including home).  Runners cannot attempt a stolen base until the pitched ball crosses the plate.  Any runner who is caught leaving early will be called out.  There will be no warning.

A pitcher or catcher may not be replaced on the base paths in order to “speed up” the game.  Coaches are encouraged to catch their pitcher’s warm up pitches if their catcher is getting dressed as a result of being on base when the third out was made.
Scoring

An inning is over when 5 runs have been scored in the inning or 3 outs have been made.   There is a 5-run rule for each inning, with no continuation.  If the 5th run scores during an at bat, the play will continue until an out is made or all the runners cross home plate (including the batter-runner).  Any runs scored over the 5-run limit will not count.

There is unlimited batting/scoring in the last inning.  In the case of an abbreviated game due to darkness, coaches should predetermine the last inning prior to its beginning.  In the case of an extra-inning playoff game, the 5 run limit does not apply in the extra innings.
Fielding/Defense

There will be unlimited substitutions on defense (with the exception of pitchers as defined in the pitcher/catcher section).

A game may be played with as few as 8 players.  Any less than 8 players and the game will be considered a forfeit.  There is no penalty for playing with 8 players.

It is strongly recommended that all players be given the opportunity to play both the infield (1st, 2nd, 3rd, or pitcher) and the outfield, unless a coach feels that the safety of a particular player could be an issue if he/she is placed in the infield.  Each player must play a minimum of 3 innings on defense, unless the game ends early due to darkness, weather, etc.  Failure to place a player on defense for 3 innings will result in a forfeit.

Game Duration

There will be a maximum of 6 innings per game.  The team with the most runs at the end of the game will be the winner.  All games that end in a tie score at the end of six innings or official games that are ended prematurely due to inclement weather with the score tied shall be reported as a tie game.  In the playoffs, additional innings will be played to determine a winner.

If any team is playing a double header, each game of the double header shall be a maximum of 5 innings in duration. (See footnote above for 2011 Majors Double Header pitching Exception.)
No inning shall start after 2 hours past the scheduled start time of a game.  No play may be continued after 2 hours and 15 minutes past the scheduled start time of the game.  If a game has to be stopped between innings due to time limits, the score will revert back to the last full inning played.  

A game is considered an official game if at least 4 full innings have been played with the home team trailing, or 3 ½ innings with the home team winning.  If a game in progress is called due to inclement weather or nightfall and is not an official game as described above, the game must be rescheduled and played from the beginning (including playoff games).

During the playoffs, a full 6-inning game will be played, even if the game is suspended due to weather or darkness.

Any warm ups or infield practice should be complete before your scheduled game time so the game starts on time.  MAKE SURE YOUR PARENTS KNOW TO ARRIVE EARLY FOR WARMUPS.  If your game starts late, your end time does not change.

Each team should take about five to ten minutes of infield practice

Game results are to be reported to the League Coordinator by the winning team.  It is the responsibility of the League Coordinator to enter the results on the EYO baseball website.

Scorebooks MUST be maintained to allow player eligibility in any Cal Ripken tournament.  Scorebooks should contain FULL NAME and UNIFORM NUMBER for each player.
Post-season games will begin at such a time so that the championship game will be completed not later than June 22nd.

End of season standings will determine post-seasons seeding.  Tie breakers will be established as follows:

1) head-to-head games played

2) won/loss record within division

3) total runs given up

4) total run differential

5) coin flip

Fall Baseball

Purpose  

Fall baseball shall be primarily instructional and shall in no way be as competitive as spring baseball.  Fundamentals, teamwork, sportsmanship, and fun shall be the primary focus of fall baseball.

League Descriptions

Modified Coach Pitch – boys and girls, ages 4, 5, & 6 

Rookie League – boys and girls ages 7 – 8 (machine pitch only) 

Minor League – boys and girls ages 9 – 10 (kid pitch) 

Major League – boys and girls ages 11 – 12 (kid pitch).

Colt League – boys 13 – 15 (may have games outside of Rockburn Park

Pony League – boys 15 – 17 (may have games outside of Rockburn Park) 

Game Play
Games will be played according to the rules established for spring baseball with the following exceptions.  

Records shall be kept only for the pleasure of the kids.  No scores will be recorded; no league results posted, and no awards will be handed out.

The Modified Coach Pitch league will be a combination of tee ball and coach pitch (no pitching machine).  This league is meant to be purely instructional.  Entry level baseball strategy, fielding, and hitting should be taught.  Teams bat the lineup every inning, and coaches/parents are in the field on defense with their children.  Outs are made, but players remain on the bases.  No score is kept.

Players should be rotated to different positions on the field.  A coach always needs to keep in mind the baseball aptitude, skill level, and safety of each player when assigning positions.  Open substitution is allowed and strongly encouraged.

Coaches are permitted to stop games momentarily to give instructions to players.  Since there are usually few practices, this is sometimes the best way to teach the game.

There will be no forfeits in fall baseball.  If a team is short on players, the opposing team is encouraged to place its players on the team that is short players.  In the event there are not enough players to field two teams, the coaches should either conduct a modified exhibition game or a dual practice.  The point is for the kids to play baseball.

Rainouts will be rescheduled with the assistance of the League Coordinator, Field Coordinator, and Umpire Coordinator (if necessary).  It is up to the coaches to request that a game be rescheduled.

Pitchers in the Minors leagues (9/10) cannot walk in any runs.  If a pitcher throws ball four on any batter with the bases loaded, a coach/parent from the team at bat will throw a maximum of five (5) pitches.  The pitcher remains on the field to field his position.  If the ball is not put in play on the fifth pitch (regardless of whether or not it is a strike, the batter is said to have struck out.  After this at bat, the pitcher returns to the mound.

Post-Season Tournaments

From time to time, EYO will send representative teams to post season tournament for specific age groups within the state of Maryland.

Eligibility

Eligibility is based on the requirements of the specific tournament.  These requirements might include, for example, baseball age and recreational program participation.

Coach Selection Process

At the end of the season, the League Commissioner will appoint coaches for the teams that will participate in the post-season tournaments.  Coaches who wish to volunteer for post-season teams should make their intentions known to the Baseball Commissioner prior to the end of the regular season.

Player Selection Process

The selection of post-season team players will be by open tryouts.  A minimum of two tryout sessions at each age group will be held each year, and there will be no automatic carry over of players from one year to the next.  Criteria for evaluation of players must be in written form and documented for all players.  Copies of the evaluation sheets are to be returned to the Baseball Commissioner at the conclusion of the selection process, or upon request.  Each participant in tryouts will be notified whether he was selected for the team within one week of the last date for tryouts. 

Players selected will be placed on teams at the discretion of the head coach in accordance with the overall objectives of EYO and the best interests of the child.

It is recommended that the Post Season Player selection occur prior to the end of the regular season, at a point at which teams have played at least 25% of their games.

Format & Rules

The rules under which the team will play will be determined by the league, or association, in which the team plays.  It will be the responsibility of the coach to secure a copy of the rules and to be familiar with them.  The coach will also convey to the players all rules that may pertain to them.  At all times, and at all locations, the EYO Code of Conduct is to be followed.

Uniform

The players will purchase special post-season uniforms, hats and socks.  Each team must wear the approved uniform.  
Coach Duties

Coach’s duties are the same as outlined in previous sections.

Coach Equipment

The coach will retain and use his regular season equipment.  At the end of the post-season tournament, the coach should turn in the equipment to the League Coordinator or Equipment Coordinator.

All Star Game

At the end of the season, EYO will conduct an All Star game for each of its recreational baseball programs.

Eligibility

Any player who has played a minimum of ½ of all regular season recreational games, and is not a part of an recreational post-season tournament team is eligible.

Coach Selection Process

The two head coaches who compile the best records in the regular season are given the first opportunity to coach the teams.  If a coach declines the opportunity to coach the All Star team, the League Coordinator shall seek another coach to lead that team.

Player Selection Process

The selection of All Star team players will be at the discretion of each individual team.  The Head Coach will determine the process for selecting players for the All-Star team.

Format & Rules

The rules under which the team will play will be recreational rules of the age group of the players. At all times, and at all locations, the EYO Code of Conduct is to be followed.

Uniform

Players will wear their regular season uniform.
Coach Duties

Coach’s duties are the same as outlined in previous sections.

Coach Equipment

The coach will retain and use his regular season equipment.  At the end of the post-season tournament, the coach should turn in the equipment to the League Coordinator or Equipment Coordinator.

Home Run Derby

During or at the end of the season, EYO may conduct a Home Run Derby for Rookie, Minor, Major, Colt, and Pony Leagues.  A similar Home Run Derby may be offered for travel baseball.

Eligibility

Any player who is registered to play EYO recreational baseball in the spring is eligible for the recreational Home Run Derby.  Any player who is registered to play EYO travel baseball in the spring is eligible for the travel Home Run Derby.

Player Selection Process

Any player meeting the above criteria will be allowed to participate.  There are no other qualifications.

Format & Rules

The rules may be altered or modified each year as is seen fit by the Deputy Baseball Commissioners.

Uniform

Players will wear their regular season uniform.
Awards

Players will be given awards in recognition of their achievement in the Home Run Derby.

Defensive Alignment



Field Layout

Novice & Up


* T-ball field dimensions call for 45’ bases.

Volunteer Positions 

The Elkridge Youth Organization, Inc. is an all-volunteer organization: from the President down to the person who provides the snacks for the teams.  Below are listed various duties and positions throughout the Baseball Program.  Many of these positions are currently being performed by coaches or administrators in addition to their normal duties.  All help is appreciated – find a job that you like and make a coach smile!

Uniform Distribution

This task involves picking up the uniforms from the maker, sorting them into teams and distributing them to the team coaches.  The Deputy Baseball Commissioner will order the uniforms so this job only entails picking them up and handing them out.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1 per league

Award Pick-up & Distribution 

This task involves picking up the awards from the maker, inspecting them for damage, sorting them into teams and distributing them to the team coaches.  The Deputy Baseball Commissioner will order the awards so this job only entails picking them up and handing them out.  

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1 per league

Field Maintenance 

This task involves helping coaches prepare the school fields prior to the 

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1 per team

Team Mom

Responsibilities for this volunteer position range from setting up snack schedules to coordinating team communication.

Coach T-Ball

At this level we are teaching basic baseball skills and a curriculum is provided. The volunteer need not have any prior knowledge of baseball.  The volunteer will lead the skills training and oversee the scrimmage. Team size will be 6 to 10 players.  A background check, paid by EYO, may be required for this position.  Approval of coach selection is dependant on League Coordinator and Baseball Committee. 

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 12 - 16

Coach Novice

At this level we are beginning to teach some basic strategies along with some intermediate baseball skills. The volunteer should have some prior knowledge of baseball rules and play.  The volunteer will manage the team during the games. Team size will be 8 - 12 players. A background check, paid by EYO, may be required for this position. Approval of coach selection is dependant on League Coordinator and Baseball Committee.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 8-10

Coach Rookie

At this level we are teaching intermediate baseball skills and strategies. The volunteer should have good knowledge of baseball rules and play.  The volunteer will manage the team during the game and will lead one mid-week practice. Team size will be 10 - 13 players. A background check, paid by EYO, may be required for this position. Approval of coach selection is dependant on League Coordinator and Baseball Committee.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 10 - 14

Coach Minors

At this level we are teaching intermediate to advanced baseball skills and strategies. The volunteer should have prior coaching or team playing experience and a substantial knowledge of baseball rules and play.  The volunteer will manage the team during the game and will lead one mid-week practice. Team size will be 10 - 12 players. A background check, paid by EYO, may be required for this position. Approval of coach selection is dependant on League Coordinator and Baseball Committee.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 6 - 10

Coach Majors

At this level we are teaching intermediate to advanced baseball skills and strategies. The volunteer should have prior coaching or team playing experience and a substantial knowledge of baseball rules and play.  The volunteer will manage the team during the game and will lead one mid-week practice. Team size will be 10 - 12 players. A background check, paid by EYO, may be required for this position. Approval of coach selection is dependant on League Coordinator and Baseball Committee.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 6 - 10

Coach Colt

At this level we are teaching intermediate to advanced baseball skills and strategies. The volunteer should have prior coaching or team playing experience and a substantial knowledge of baseball rules and play.  The volunteer will manage the team during the game and will lead one mid-week practice. Team size will be 10 - 12 players. A background check, paid by EYO, may be required for this position. Approval of coach selection is dependant on League Coordinator and Baseball Committee.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 4  - 6 

Coach Pony

At this level we are teaching intermediate to advanced baseball skills and strategies. The volunteer should have prior coaching or team playing experience and a substantial knowledge of baseball rules and play.  The volunteer will manage the team during the game and will lead one mid-week practice. Team size will be 10 - 12 players. A background check, paid by EYO, may be required for this position. Approval of coach selection is dependant on League Coordinator and Baseball Committee.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 4 - 6

Coach Travel

At this level we are teaching intermediate to advanced baseball skills and strategies in a competitive environment. The volunteer should have prior coaching or team playing experience and a substantial knowledge of baseball rules and play.  The volunteer will manage the team during the game and will lead one or two mid-week practices. The volunteer will coordinate transportation for the team to the various game locations.  Team size will be 12 – 14 players. A background check, paid by EYO, may be required for this position.  Coaching certification may be required for this position.  Approval of coach selection is dependant on League Coordinator and Baseball Committee.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 8 – 12

League Coordinator 

This position will require the individual to assemble the teams, recruit coaches, and manage the league.  A substantial amount of time is required prior to the season so that all teams and coaches are ready to go. The volunteer will handle any questions from coaches or parents prior to, during, and after the season and direct them to the proper person for an answer.  Between 6 and 12 teams and coaches will need to be organized.

Position term: 1 year.



Volunteers needed: 1 per league

Equipment Helper

This position will work with the Equipment Coordinator to inspect and assemble equipment bags for each team in the league.  The volunteer will also distribute the equipment to the coaches prior to the season start.  During the season the volunteer may be called upon to replace equipment from existing stock.  At season end the volunteer will collect the equipment from the coaches.  The equipment will then need to be inspected to see if any replacements need to be ordered prior to next season.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1-2 per league

Picture Commissioner

This task involves distributing the picture order forms to each of the League Coordinators prior to the scheduled team picture day.  On the day when team pictures are taken the picture Commissioner should be present to help organize the teams and to keep the process efficient and on schedule.  When pictures are received from the photographer the picture Commissioner will sort them into teams and distributing them to the team coaches or to the League Coordinators.  The baseball commissioner will prepare the picture schedule.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1 – 2

Event Coordinator

This task involves working with the Soccer Commissioner and the League Coordinators to plan special events for the Soccer Program.  These events include: EYO Cup games in the spring and fall, Knights of Columbus Soccer Shootout in the fall, EYO Day in the spring, EYO nights at the Blast, and possibly the Jr. Olympics in the spring.  This volunteer will work with other groups within EYO for some events such as the EYO Day celebrations.  The volunteer may also be responsible for recruiting other volunteers to ensure the success of the events.  The soccer commissioner will approve all events.

Position term: 1 season.


Volunteers needed: 1 - 2


Player Evaluation Criteria


[image: image1.emf]18-20  Solid

15-18   Above Avg

12-14   Average

 5-13    Below Avg

Player Name Age Fielding Throwing Catching Batting Pitching Total

EXAMPLE 11 4 3 3 2 2 14

4 - Solid 4 - Solid 4 - Solid 4 - Solid 4 - Solid Rank

>Good fielding position>Good form/release >Good glove place- >Good stance >Good mechanics Avg

>Glove low to the  >Good velocity   ment >Steps towards >Good velocity

  ground >100% accurate  >Caught 100%   pitcher >Good accuracy

>Fielded all grounders   catchable throws >Made consistent  >Consistently around 

>Good reaction on   contact - hit all     the plate

  poor throws   good pitches

3 - Above Average 3 - Above Average 3 - Above Average 3 - Above Average 3 - Above Average

>Good fielding position>Good form/release >Good glove place- >Good stance >Good mechanics

>Glove low to the  >Average velocity   ment >Steps towards >Avg velocity

  ground >75% accurate  >Caught 75%    pitcher >Good accuracy

>Fielded 75% or more   catchable throws >Made consistent  >Consistently around 

  grounders >Good reaction on   contact - hit 75%    the plate

  poor throws   of good pitches

2 - Average 2 - Average 2 - Average 2 - Average 2 - Average

>Avg fielding position >Poor form/release >Questionable >Stance needs >Mechanics need

>Glove low to the  >Average velocity   glove placement   tweaking   tweaking

  ground >50% accurate >50% on catchable >Steps away from >Avg velocity

>Fielded 50% or better    throws   pitcher >50% accurate

>Avg reaction on >Contact made on

  poor throws  50% of good pitches

1 - Below Average 1 - Below Average 1 - Below Average 1 - Below Average 1 - Below Average

>Poor fielding position >Poor form/release >Poor glove place- >Poor stance >Poor mechanics

>Failed to field most >Poor velocity   ment >Steps out >Poor velocity

  grounders >Not accurate >Zero or 1 caught >Hit one or fewer >Poor accuracy

>Poor reaction on  good pitches

  difficult throws



Player Evaluation Form





Fielding/Throwing


[image: image2.emf]Evaluator: ___________________________ Circle one:   9/10  11/12

Date: __________________

Fielding

4 - Solid 3 - Above Average 2 - Average 1 - Below Average

>Good fielding position >Good fielding position >Avg fielding position >Poor fielding position

>Glove low to the  >Glove low to the  >Glove low to the  >Failed to field most

  ground   ground   ground   grounders

>Fielded all grounders >Fielded 75% or more >Fielded 50% or better 

  grounders

Throwing

4 - Solid 3 - Above Average 2 - Average 1 - Below Average

>Good form/release >Good form/release >Poor form/release >Poor form/release

>Good velocity >Average velocity >Average velocity >Poor velocity

>100% accurate  >75% accurate  >50% accurate >Not accurate

Evaluation

Last First DOB Age Fielding Throwing

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



Player Evaluation Form






Catching


[image: image3.emf]Evaluator: ___________________________ Circle one:   9/10  11/12

Date: __________________

Catching

4 - Solid 3 - Above Average 2 - Average 1 - Below Average

>Good glove place- >Good glove place- >Questionable >Poor glove place-

  ment   ment   glove placement   ment

>Caught 100% >Caught 75%  >50% on catchable >Zero or 1 caught

  catchable throws   catchable throws   throws >Poor reaction on

>Good reaction on >Good reaction on >Avg reaction on   difficult throws

  poor throws   poor throws   poor throws

Evaluation

Last First DOB Age Catching

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



Player Evaluation Form






Batting


[image: image4.emf]Evaluator: ___________________________ Circle one:   9/10  11/12

Date: __________________

Batting

4 - Solid 3 - Above Average 2 - Average 1 - Below Average

>Good stance >Good stance >Stance needs >Poor stance

>Steps towards >Steps towards   tweaking >Steps out

  pitcher   pitcher >Steps away from >Hit one or fewer

>Made consistent  >Made consistent    pitcher  good pitches

  contact - hit all     contact - hit 75%  >Contact made on

  good pitches   of good pitches   50% of good pitches

Evaluation

Last First DOB Age Batting

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



Player Evaluation Form






Pitching


[image: image5.emf]Evaluator: ___________________________ Circle one:   9/10  11/12

Date: __________________

Pitching

4 - Solid 3 - Above Average 2 - Average 1 - Below Average

>Good mechanics >Good mechanics >Mechanics need >Poor mechanics

>Good velocity >Avg velocity   tweaking >Poor velocity

>Good accuracy >Good accuracy >Avg velocity >Poor accuracy

>Consistently around  >Consistently around  >50% accurate

  the plate   the plate

Evaluation

Last First DOB Age Pitching

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25


EYO Baseball

Feedback Form
Season: __Spring  __Fall
Year: _____
  Coach:  _____________________________

League: __T-Ball  __Novice  __Rookie  __Minor  __Major   __Colt   __Pony


Please Rate Your Childs Coach in the Following Categories:

Knowledge of Sport:  __None   __Some   __Average   __Above Average   __Extremely Knowledgeable

Prepared for Practice/Game:  __Never   __Sometimes   __Usually   __Always

Ability to Teach Skills:  __Poor   __Fair   __Average   __ Above Average   __Excellent

Attitude with Players:  __Poor   __Fair   __Average   __ Above Average   __Excellent

Attitude with Officials:  __Poor   __Fair   __Average   __ Above Average   __Excellent

Attitude with Parents:  __Poor   __Fair   __Average   __ Above Average   __Excellent

I Would Recommend This Coach:  __Never   __Not Likely   __Possibly   __Likely   __Always 

Additional Comments Regarding This Coach:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Overall experience with EYO Baseball:  __Bad   __Poor   __Average   __Pleasant   __Wonderful

What I liked least/What I would like to see changed:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

What I liked best/Ideas for improvements:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Additional Comments Regarding the Baseball Program at EYO or EYO in General:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Elkridge Youth Organization, Inc.

P.O. Box 8012 Elkridge, Maryland 21075

www.eyosports.org

** Serving the Youth of Our Community Since 1957 **

Minor Waiver/Release

RELEASE OF LIABILITY FOR MINOR PARTICIPANTS

READ BEFORE SIGNING

IN CONSIDERATION OF ______________________________________________, my child/ward, being allowed to

Name Of Minor Child/Ward

participate in any way in The Elkridge Youth Organization, Inc (“EYO”) related events and activities, the undersigned

acknowledges, appreciates, and agrees that:

1. The risk of injury to my child/ward from the activities involved in these programs is significant, including the

potential for permanent disability and death, and while particular rules, equipment, and personal discipline may reduce this risk, the risk of serious injury does exist; and,

2. I FOR MYSELF, SPOUSE, AND CHILD/WARD, I KNOWINGLY AND FREELY ASSUME ALL SUCH RISKS, both known and unknown, EVEN IF ARISING FROM THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEES or others, and

assume full responsibility for my child/ward’s participation; and,

3. I willingly agree to comply with the program’s stated and customary terms and conditions for participation. If I

observe any unusual significant concern in my child/ward’s readiness for participation and/or in the program itself, I will remove my child/ward from the participation and bring such attention of the nearest official immediately; and,

4. I for myself, my spouse, my child/ward, and on behalf of my/our heirs, assigns, personal representatives and next of

kin, HEREBY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS The Elkridge Youth Organization, Inc; its directors, officers, officials, agents, employees, volunteers, other participants, sponsoring agencies, sponsors, advertisers, and if applicable, owners and lessors of premises used to conduct the event (“Releasees”), WITH RESPECT TO ANY AND ALL INJURY, DISABILITY, DEATH, or loss or damage to person or property incident to my child/ward’s involvement or participation in these programs, WHETHER ARISING FROM THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEES OR OTHERWISE, to the fullest extent permitted by law.

5. I, for myself, my spouse, my child’s/ward, and on behalf of my/our heirs, assigns, personal representatives and next

of kin, HEREBY INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS all the above Releasees from any and all liabilities incident to my child’s/ward involvement or participation in these programs, EVEN IF ARISING FROM THEIR NEGLIGENCE, to the fullest extent permitted by law.

I HAVE READ THIS RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK AGREEMENT, FULLY

UNDERSTAND ITS TERMS, UNDERSTAND THAT I HAVE GIVEN UP SUBSTANTIAL RIGHTS BY SIGNING

IT, AND SIGN IT FREELY AND VOLUNTARILY WITHOUT ANY INDUCEMENT.

_____________________________________________

_______________________________________________

(PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE) (PRINT NAME)

Date Signed: ______________________________________

UNDERSTANDING OF RISK

I understand the seriousness of the risks involved in participating in this program, my personal responsibilities for adhering to

rules and regulation, and accept them as a participant.

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

(PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE) (PRINT NAME)

Date Signed: ______________________________________

Document Amendment Process

The operation and management of the Baseball program should match this document.  When actual practices no longer match this document either the practices need to change to conform to the document or the document needs to change to reflect the actual practices.  All changes to this document, with the exception of the appendix, are to be made by the Baseball Committee and approved by the Board of Directors.  Changes to the rules for a particular league may be made by the League Coordinator with the approval of the Baseball Commissioner.  All Changes are to be documented in the Document Revision History section of this document.  The EYO Board of Directors may also amend this manual at any formal board meeting.

Revision 1-11-09

Moved travel baseball philosophy to front section under Philosophy.  Moved sections of the policy to the appendix to mirror the document for soccer.  Changed policy for moving up within leagues to reflect agreement at baseball committee meeting in December, 2008.  Modifications also to Code of Conduct and Registration sections.  

Revision 3-28-09

Changed Minors rules to disallow re-entry of pitcher during the game.

Changed Rookie rules to include circumstance of a ball landing underneath pitching machine.
Revision 12-10-09

Added “responsible behavior” to definition of sportsmanship.

Added clause regarding entering field of play.

Defined coaches approval process.

Refined policy and process regarding penalty for game ejections.

Baseball Committee defined.

Modified team formation policy for 4-7 and 8 & up leagues.

Clarified role(s) of baseball commissioner.

Modified player, parent, and coach’s codes of ethics.

EYO Board of Directors








Baseball Commissioner











Deputy Commissioner 


of Travel Baseball











Deputy Commissioner


of Recreational Baseball 











Travel Coach











Equipment Coordinator











Umpire Coordinator











Field Coordinator











Colt Coordinator











Pony


Coordinator











Major Coordinator











Minor Coordinator











Rookie Coordinator











Novice


Coordinator











Tball Coordinator











Tball Coach











Colt


Coach











Pony Coach











Major Coach











Minor Coach











Rookie Coach











Novice Coach














� Double-header Exception, 2011 Majors: Regular rules state no pitcher should pitch more than 1 assignment/day.  We are making allowances for the 2011 season due to limited roster sizes, and shortening the games.  Please revisit next year.
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Sheet1

				Evaluator: ___________________________				Circle one:   9/10  11/12

				Date: __________________

				Fielding

				4 - Solid		3 - Above Average		2 - Average		1 - Below Average

				>Good fielding position		>Good fielding position		>Avg fielding position		>Poor fielding position

				>Glove low to the		>Glove low to the		>Glove low to the		>Failed to field most

				ground		ground		ground		grounders

				>Fielded all grounders		>Fielded 75% or more		>Fielded 50% or better

						grounders

				Throwing

				4 - Solid		3 - Above Average		2 - Average		1 - Below Average

				>Good form/release		>Good form/release		>Poor form/release		>Poor form/release

				>Good velocity		>Average velocity		>Average velocity		>Poor velocity
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				Evaluator: ___________________________				Circle one:   9/10  11/12
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				Evaluator: ___________________________				Circle one:   9/10  11/12
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				Batting

				4 - Solid		3 - Above Average		2 - Average		1 - Below Average

				>Good stance		>Good stance		>Stance needs		>Poor stance

				>Steps towards		>Steps towards		tweaking		>Steps out

				pitcher		pitcher		>Steps away from		>Hit one or fewer

				>Made consistent		>Made consistent		pitcher		good pitches
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				good pitches		of good pitches		50% of good pitches
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				Evaluator: ___________________________				Circle one:   9/10  11/12

				Date: __________________

				Catching

				4 - Solid		3 - Above Average		2 - Average		1 - Below Average

				>Good glove place-		>Good glove place-		>Questionable		>Poor glove place-

				ment		ment		glove placement		ment

				>Caught 100%		>Caught 75%		>50% on catchable		>Zero or 1 caught

				catchable throws		catchable throws		throws		>Poor reaction on

				>Good reaction on		>Good reaction on		>Avg reaction on		difficult throws

				poor throws		poor throws		poor throws

				Evaluation

				Last		First		DOB		Age		Catching
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Sheet1

														18-20  Solid

														15-18   Above Avg

														12-14   Average

														5-13    Below Avg

		Player Name		Age		Fielding		Throwing		Catching		Batting		Pitching		Total

		EXAMPLE		11		4		3		3		2		2		14

						4 - Solid		4 - Solid		4 - Solid		4 - Solid		4 - Solid		Rank

						>Good fielding position		>Good form/release		>Good glove place-		>Good stance		>Good mechanics		Avg

						>Glove low to the		>Good velocity		ment		>Steps towards		>Good velocity

						ground		>100% accurate		>Caught 100%		pitcher		>Good accuracy

						>Fielded all grounders				catchable throws		>Made consistent		>Consistently around

										>Good reaction on		contact - hit all		the plate

										poor throws		good pitches

						3 - Above Average		3 - Above Average		3 - Above Average		3 - Above Average		3 - Above Average

						>Good fielding position		>Good form/release		>Good glove place-		>Good stance		>Good mechanics

						>Glove low to the		>Average velocity		ment		>Steps towards		>Avg velocity

						ground		>75% accurate		>Caught 75%		pitcher		>Good accuracy

						>Fielded 75% or more				catchable throws		>Made consistent		>Consistently around

						grounders				>Good reaction on		contact - hit 75%		the plate

										poor throws		of good pitches

						2 - Average		2 - Average		2 - Average		2 - Average		2 - Average

						>Avg fielding position		>Poor form/release		>Questionable		>Stance needs		>Mechanics need

						>Glove low to the		>Average velocity		glove placement		tweaking		tweaking

						ground		>50% accurate		>50% on catchable		>Steps away from		>Avg velocity

						>Fielded 50% or better				throws		pitcher		>50% accurate

										>Avg reaction on		>Contact made on

										poor throws		50% of good pitches

						1 - Below Average		1 - Below Average		1 - Below Average		1 - Below Average		1 - Below Average

						>Poor fielding position		>Poor form/release		>Poor glove place-		>Poor stance		>Poor mechanics

						>Failed to field most		>Poor velocity		ment		>Steps out		>Poor velocity

						grounders		>Not accurate		>Zero or 1 caught		>Hit one or fewer		>Poor accuracy

										>Poor reaction on		good pitches

										difficult throws






