League Rule Changes

​

Changes have been made to the policies for the U8, U9, U10, and U12 leagues and are detailed below.

​

For the most part we are just clarifying how we will handle free kicks in light of the last changes to the FIFA Laws of the Game. Goal kick procedures were recently changed by FIFA and it was declared that the ball no longer needed to leave the penalty area before it was in play. At the beginning of the season we revised our policies and made modifications to these leagues stating that the ball still needed to exit the penalty area before it could be played. We now have made the drop ball and free kick procedures consistent with the goal kick procedures.

​

Referees MUST be familiar with the applicable league policies. 

​

U8/U9 League

FREE KICKS (Modified):

·Free kicks are awarded as a result of a foul or misconduct. There are two types of free kicks: direct and indirect. In the U8/U9 league all kicks regardless of the infraction will be indirect.

·If the free kick is awarded to the defending team anywhere in their penalty area then all attacking players must remain outside the penalty area. The ball is in play when it completely exits the penalty area.

·If the free kick is awarded to the attacking team anywhere in the other team’s penalty area then all attacking players must remain outside the penalty area. The ball is placed on the penalty area line closest to where the infraction occurred. The ball is in play when it is touched and moves.

·In all other cases the ball is placed at the location of the infraction. All opposing players must remain at least 8 yards from the ball until it is in play. The ball is in play when it is touched and moves.

​

U10 League

FREE KICKS (Modified):

·Free kicks are awarded as a result of a foul or misconduct. There are two types of free kicks: direct and indirect. The type of kick awarded depends on the nature of the foul or misconduct. A goal may be scored directly from a direct kick but, for an indirect kick, the ball must touch at least one other player, on either team, before entering the goal.

·If an indirect free kick for the attacking team goes directly into the goal then a goal kick is awarded. If an indirect free kick for the defending team goes directly into the goal then a corner kick is awarded.

·If the free kick is awarded to the defending team anywhere in their penalty area then all attacking players must remain outside the penalty area. The ball is in play when it completely exits the penalty area.

·If the free kick is awarded to the attacking team anywhere in the other team’s penalty area then all attacking players must remain outside the penalty area. The ball is placed on the penalty area line closest to where the infraction occurred. The ball is in play when it is touched and moves.

·In all other cases the ball is placed at the location of the infraction. All opposing players must remain at least 8 yards from the ball until it is in play. The ball is in play when it is touched and moves.

​

U12 League

DROPPED BALL (Modified):

·If the ball was in the penalty area, or was last touched in the penalty area, when play was stopped then the ball will be dropped for the defending goalkeeper in their penalty area. In this case all attacking players must remain outside the penalty area. The ball is in play when it completely exits the penalty area.

·In all other cases:

   *The referee drops the ball for one player of the team that last touched the ball at the position where it last touched a player, an outside agent, or a match official.

   *All other players (of both teams) must remain at least 4m (4.5 yds) from the ball until it is in play.

   *The ball is in play when it touches the ground.

​

FREE KICKS (Modified):

·Free kicks are awarded as a result of a foul or misconduct. There are two types of free kicks: direct and indirect. The type of kick awarded depends on the nature of the foul or misconduct. A goal may be scored directly from a direct kick but, for an indirect kick, the ball must touch at least one other player, on either team, before entering the goal.

·If an indirect free kick for the attacking team goes directly into the goal then a goal kick is awarded.  If an indirect free kick for the defending team goes directly into the goal then a corner kick is awarded.

·If the free kick is awarded to the defending team anywhere in their penalty area then all attacking players must remain outside the penalty area. The ball is in play when it completely exits the penalty area.

·If the free kick is awarded to the attacking team anywhere in the other team’s goal area then the ball is placed on the goal area line closest to where the infraction occurred. Opponents must be 10 yards away unless they are on their own goal line. The ball is in play when it is touched and moves.

·In all other cases the ball is placed at the location of the infraction. All opposing players must remain at least 10 yards from the ball until it is in play. The ball is in play when it is touched and moves.

{{Indirect free kicks awarded to the attacking team inside the defending team's penalty area, but outside their goal area, will have the ball placed at the location of the infraction.}}
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