Thank you for volunteering to coach with the Elkridge Youth Organization (“EYO”). Through a partnership with the Howard County Department of Recreation and Parks, EYO is placing our volunteer Coaches and Administrators on the official HCRP Coaches & Administrator’s Registry. This effort helps to ensure the safety and security of our youth athletes through a background screening process, coach’s education and other training. One of the highlights is the online concussion training, which raises awareness and understanding of this increasing concern in youth sports.

Registry renewal will be done on an annual basis, meaning that you must renew prior to your one-year anniversary date if you plan to continue in your volunteer capacity. 

Please see below for what is necessary to become a part of the Coaches and Administrators Registry.

► All volunteer coaches/administrators must create an account on the new volunteer system https://hocovolunteer.org. 

1) Create a user account 
2) Sign Up for the Coaches Registry Opportunity
3) Sign Up for the specific EYO program you are interested in coaching with (key word search or search under Recreation and Parks Department/Coaching)
►All applicants must submit a headshot photo from the shoulders up as an attachment to their profile. This photo will be used to put on your coaches badge that you must wear at all times while coaching. You may take this photo with a camera or phone, and it must be in color. Sunglasses should not be worn in the photo.

► All applicants must complete the free Online “Concussion in Sports” Course at nfhslearn.com.  In order to take the course, click on "Sign In” if you have an existing account or "Register Now" to create an account. Please attach a copy of your certificate to your profile on hocovolunteer.org.

► All applicants must complete the Coaching Essentials course through the American Sport Education Program (“ASEP”) online at www.ASEP.com .  If you wish to take the course online please indicate that you need a code by checking the appropriate box under ASEP when creating your account on hocovolunteer.org. Upon successfully completing this course (including exam), you will be issued an online certificate. This certification has no expiration, so those coaches who have already been issued a certificate will not have to take the course again. Certificates should be attached to your profile at hocovolunteer.org.

Returning coaches who have completed the coursework can attach those certificates to their profile and they will be given credit for the coursework. Please indicate that you are a returning coach when you create your account. 

► All applicants must complete a background check annually.  After you attach your ASEP and concussion certificates, as well as, your headshot  to your profile on the volunteer system, you will receive an email directly from Hire Right for your background check.  If you do not receive the email within 72 hours of attaching your certificates, please check your spam folder.  If you are still unable to locate the email, please let us know at Coaches@howardcountymd.gov.  

Once you have completed all of the requirements for the Registry, you will be issued a Coaches’ Card, which must be on display/worn when you are actively coaching in your program. Your Program Coordinator will receive your Coaches Card from the Registry Administrator and issue it to you ASAP.

If you have any problems or questions then please contact us at Coaches@howardcountymd.gov
Thank you very much for your compliance in this initiative and for your continued dedication as a coach for Howard County’s youth sports programs. 

